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Steering Committee
The meeting was

held at the usual t ime
for an NCC Conference,
l -1  A.M.  on Saturday.
First up was the old
business to  be taken
ca re  o f :  D ianne  J .  ,
NCC's t reasurer ,  gave a
financial report for
the f i rs t  s ix  months of
1989 ,  ds  we I I  as  a
statement from the Oak-
Iand Conference.  Copies
of these reports were
avai lab le at  the meet-
rn9 , as we l l  as
repri-nted in this issue
of  the Good News.  A
repor t  was g iven by
ceorge M.  f rom San
Jose .  He  sa id  San  Jose
was ready, and proud to
be hosting the next NCC
Conference.  The San
Jose Conference wi l l  be
he ldMarch9 -L I ,
l -989.  Anne K.  spoke
about the meeting that
was p lanned,  regard ing
the rev is ion of  the
Purpose and Structure
Booklet. Anne stated
that no one showed for
that  meet ing,  so no
further meetings were
scheduled.

New Business that
was brought to the
f loor :  There was a sug-
gest ion to  ra ise reg-
is t ra t ion fees f rom
$3 .00  t o  $5 .  oo .  The
second suggest ion was

Publ . i shed B i -Month ty  in  Sunnyva le ,  Cat i fo rn ia

By the  Nonthern  Cat i fo rn ia  Counc i I  o f  A tcohot ics  Anonymous

to  requi re reg is t rat ion
badges for admittance
into the dance. Both
these issues were taken
to  t he  f l oo r  a t  2230 ,
at the open Delegates
meeting, and both were
passed by the del -
egates.  A1though the
f  j -ve dol Iar  reg is t ra-
t ion was approved, i t
w i l l  not  go in to ef fect
unt i l  a f ter  the San
Jose Conference

GOOD NEWS BUSINESS

In Stockton,  I  not i f ied
the steering committee
of  ny in tent ion to  ro-
ta te as Edi tor  o f  the
Good News.  fn  March,
1 -990 ,  I  w i l l  have
edited the Good News
th ree  yea rs ,  and  w i I l ,
a t  that  t ine,  ro tate.
The Good News has been
a wonderful experience
for  R€,  but ,  in  the
spi r i t  o f  ro tat ion,  I
would l ike to  a l low
others an opportunity
to serve in this capac-
i ty .  I  w i l l  be br ing-
ing you one more issue
of the Good News fo1-
lowing th is  one.

I  would l ike to
take the opportunity
now to thank the people
who worked with me to
help bring you the Good
News. The two people
who have been with me
almost  f rom the beqin-
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knowledge and exper t i se
to  the  produc t ion  o f
the Good News are Ron
J .  a n d  D i a n n e  J .  t h e y
have bo th  been a  sup-
por t  and an  asset  to
rnaking the Good News
h a p p e n . F r a n k  8 . ,
M a r i o n  L . ,  H e r b  J . ,  a n d
D o n  S .  h a v e  a I I  c o n -
t r i b u t e d  a r t i c l e s ,  a n d
Frank  cont inues  to  do
so.  J i - rn  J  .  I  John H.  ,
G e o r g e  M . ,  a n d  A n d y
have a l - I  he lped w i th
the  pr in t - ing  and pub-
l i s h i n g .

Many peop le  in -
vo lved in  NCC have pro-
moted the  Good News and
he lped to  j -ncrease sub-
s c r i p t i o n s  a n d  l e t
o thers  know about  the
G o o d  N e w s .  O t h e r s  s t i l l
have cont r ibu ted  by
send ing  ar t i c les  they
have read,  to  he lp  keep
the Good News in-
t e r e s t i n g .  S o m e  t o o ,
have cont r ibu ted  labor
t o  h e l p  i n  t h e  f o l d i n g ,
l a b e l i n g  a n d  m a i l i n g  o f
t h e  G o o d  N e w s .  T o  a l l
o f  those I  may have
m i s s e d ,  I  a p o l o g i z e .
The Good News is  the
produc t  o f  serv ice  and
I thank-you for the op-
por tun i ty  to  serve .

I  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o
be invo lved in  NCC,  and
h o p e  t o  s e e  y o u  a l l  i n
San Jose.  Have a  very
Mer ry  and Sober  Chr is t -
m a s ,  a n d  a  J o y o u s  N e w

nrng add ing t he i r  Yea r . Paula  Douq l -as
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THE HISTORY OF THE NORTIIERN CALIFORNTA COUNCTIJ

Part 3 of rrHistorytt by

At  i ts  incept ion,
membershj-p in the
Council  was l irnited to
AA members on1y. The
Council  held quarterly
sess ions,  which were
devoted prinari ly to
group business, nehr
approaches to AA, and
renewal  of  o ld  ac-
quaintances.  The Fal1
quarterly meeting then
was considered the
Counci l 's  r rAnnual  Con-
ferencerr .  However ,  in
1951 i t  was determined
to change the annual
conferences to  open
meetings so that AA
members,  famiJ- ies and
fr iends a l l  could at -
tend. Irnmediately at-
tendance at these an-
nual  meet inqs p icked
up  to  2 ,5OO o r  as  many
as  3 ,000  on  occas ion .
The core of the Coun-
c i l  s t i l l  cons i s ted  o f
two representatives
elected from each
group which wished to
pa r t i c i pa te ,  and  th i s
was considered i ts
s teer ing commit tee.

The 5th Annual
Conference of  the
Counci l  was held March
15-16 ,  1-952 at  the
Governors Hal l ,  the
State Fa j-rgrounds at
Sacramento.  The pur-
pose of  th is  meet i -ng
was  two- fo1d .  F i r s t l y
was the organizat ion
of Panel- 2 of the
Genera l  Serv ice Con-
ference,  which con-
sisted of AA groups in
the interior commu-

Dean K.  Past  Delegate Ca1i f .

nit ies of Northern
Cal i forn ia (pr inar i ly
Sacramento and the San
Joaquj-n Valley) , and
the e lect ion of  a  Con-
ference Delegate from
that  Area.  Secondly ,
r^ras to hear an impor-
tant speaker, Father
Ra1ph P.  (a lso known
as Father John Doe,
author of the widely
read rrGolden Booksrr ) .
Father  P.  had jo ined
AA in ]-943 in Indi-
anapo l i s ,  and  i n  L947
the archbishop of the
Cathol ic  Diocese of
fnd i -anapol is  re leased
hirn from all  parish
work so he could de-
vote his fuII t ime to
AA. A second impor-
tant speaker was
Mar ian  M. ,  a  member  o f
the New York Headquar-
te rs  o f f i ce  s ta f f ,  who
B i I l  W.  had  recom-
mended when he was in
San  F ranc i sco  i n  l - 951 .
Mar ian had recent ly
suf fered a seri-ous
il lness and had been
granted a specia l  d is-
pensation by her doc-
tor to appear and
speak at this 1-952 An-
nual  Conference.

once again,  dd-
miss ion t ickets  were
required for the prin-
cipal rneeting on Sat-
urday night, March
l-sth. Although these
tickets were not
r r so ld r r ,  t he re  was  a
contribution expected.
This was held in the
Main Bal l  Room of

Northern Coastal

Governors HalI at the
Fai rgrounds.  The meet-
ing was chai red by
F loyd  B . ,  o f  Rose -
v i l l e ,  and  the  i n -
vocat j-on was given by
Dr.  Rober t  Ferguson,
pastor of the Fremont
Presbyterian Church of
Sacramento, a staunch
fr iend of  AA.  This
meeting was fol- l-owed
by a recept ion and
buf fet  supper  in  the
nearby L j - t t le  Theater .

The Sunday morn-
ing  sess ion  a l - so  was
held in  Governors
Ha l I .  I t  opened  w i th
the regis t rat ion of
de leqa tes ,  i . e . ,  t he
author- ized represen-
tatives of the groups
in Sacramento and the
San  Joaqu in  Va11ey .
At  the t ime of
regis t rat ion these
rep resen ta t i ves  a l so
hrere to s ign i f y
whether or not they
wou ld  be  ava i l ab le  fo r
se rv i ce  on  Pane l  2 ,  o r
as Delegate to the New
York Conference.  The
meet ing was chai red
once  more  by  Bob  R . ,
of the West Portal
Group of  San Fran-
c i sco .  Bob  was  i n -
v i ted to  act  in  that
capaci ty  because of
h is  exper ience in  con-
duct ing the organi -
zat ion rneet ing of
Panel- 1 in San Fran-
c i sco  i n  March  l -951 .
Marian spoke once more
on the third Legacy
and the general ser-
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v ices per formed by the
New York Of f ice.
F loyd B.  I  o f  Rose-
v i l - le ,  was e lected as
the f irst Conference
Delegate f rom Panel  2 .

An interesting
highlight of the Ncc
was the FaI l  Con-
ference held in  l -955
an Watsonvi l le .
Because of  insuf -
f ic ient  housing in
hote ls  and mote ls ,  the
Watsonvil le Chamber of
Commerce persuaded
non-a lcohol ic  c i t izens
to open their homes to
AA members for
housing,  and th is  cre-
ated s i tuat ions which
had never existed
be fo re ,  no r  s ince .

The last  NCC Con-
ference held in  a
smaller communj-ty was
in l -968 in  Santa Cruz.
An amusing sidelight

of this Conference was
that the host hoteI,
where the Conference
was held, put on an
addit ional bartender
and two addit ional
cockta i l  wai t resses
for the Saturday night
dinner. After about
45 minutes of  no busi -
ness, the bartenders
closed down the bar,
and the cocktai l  wait-
resses began help ing
serving dinner in the
hotel dining room.

Beginning about
1,97L the numbers in
attendance at the Ncc
Conferences became so
Iarge that i t  no
longer  was poss ib le  to
hold Conferences in
the smaller communi--
t ies.  This  was not
only because of lack
of hotel and motel fa-
c i l i t ies,  but  the fact

that the auditoriums
or convention centers
could not  ho ld the
crowds.  About  th is
t ime d iscuss i -on at  the
NCC business meet ings
began to center on re-
ducing the number of
Conferences each year
f rom four  to  three,
and l imi t ing the
c i t ies in  whi -ch the
Conferenies would be
he ld  to  those  c i t i es
having adequate hotel
and convent ion fac i l i -
t ies.  Af ter  consider-
ab le  d i scuss ion  the
Conferences then were
reduced to three each
year ,  and  a  c i t y  b id -
d ing for  a  fu ture Con-
ference must  insure
that there are ade-
qua te  fac i l i t i es  fo r
present ing the Confer-
ence .

T,ANGUAGE OF TIIE HEART

For forty years f l ived in ny head, and spoke the language generated
from what  I  saw as rny most  powerfu l  too l . . .my bra in.  T re l ied on that
power and basked in the glory of i ts accomplishments. I  had notions that
the language of  my hear t ,  speci f ica l ly  my fee l ings,  must  be kept  out  o f
the way and concealed in order to al1ow rny head to be in control. A road
block lay between my heart and rny head.

This roadblock, which I myself constructed between my heart and my
head caused me much pain and frustrat, ion there was a void in my l i fe
that  on ly  a lcohol  couLd f i I I .  A lcohol 's  power to  numb paJ-n became my
highest  power unt i l  the day I  rea l ized i t  had taken contro l  o f  my 1 i fe .

It  is in Alcoholics Anonymous that I have had the awesome experience
of traveling frorn my head to ny heart, and learned to speak the language
of the heart. I t  is in these rooms that I discovered that God resided in
my hear t ,  and i t  was there I  found love,  joy,  laughter ,  a long wi th  the
real i t ies of  pa in and sorrow that  I  had h idden f rom for  so long.  The
Ianguage of  my hear t  uses fewer words i t  fee ls  more than i t  speaks,
i t  l is tens more than i t  preaches,  i t  touches the hear ts  of  o thers wi thout
a s ing le word i t  is  on ly  comfor tab le wi th  t ru th.  I t  is  through th is
language that I feel al ive today; I am a part icipant in l i fe rather than
an observer. I  speak to my fel lows and my God with the language of my
heart, and am most grateful to have been given this second chance.
Kathy K.  (Centra l  Bul le t in ,  Cleveland,  OH. )
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MTTffiN MLIF|ITTIA qTilCIT $ ItdIil.IC HffiilN'S tlmrcIlt $InTErfrI 0trum qtrtrEmE - Jtffi 1989

FIHCIII. SIIIEIfTI

ull8e T0 6130l8e

Ealance on Hand as of  l2 lJ l /88 34,031.21

Fresno Conference Incore $18,737. 17
0akland Conference Incore 1J.893.83
Comittee Business l, leeting 8.00
il iscellaneous Incole 1,000.00
Adjustrent for Expenses Paid in '88 8{5.28

IoIAL lt{Coilt

E)(PEIISES

Chairran, Expense Advance $329.25
Coastal Secretary's Expense 128.80
Treasurer's Expense to 1189 18,84
Treasurer's Expense {/89 to 6/89 88.00
Phone Expense 150.59
S.F.  Centra l  0 f f ice (2 quar ters)  l {0 .00
Fresno Conference Expenses (1989) 8,611.86
0akland Conference Expenses 8,651.50
Purpose and Structure Parphlets 241.0?
"Good l{ens" (2 quarters) 150.00
Stockton Conference Treas. Advance 300.00
NCCAA Sign 100.00
Stockton Conf .  Audi tor iun Deposi t  250.00
Pr in t rng,  Stock lon Conference 1,310.26
IOIAT EXPE}ISES

EALANCI O}I HAND AS OF 6/30/89

IilC0ilE
Pre-f,egrstratron
Ragi stra t ion

Iota l
Raff le
L i tera ture
l larathon (English)
llarathon (Spanish)
General $ervice ltseting
General Service lorkshop
HII lteeting
Early Eird l leeting
Friday $peaker lleeting
Saturday Speaker lteeting
Sunday Speaker lleeting
Young People's l leeting
Local Cornittee l leeting
T0IAL Il{C0}rt

EXPENSES

Pr int ing
llai I i ngs
Speaker Corn/lravel
Speaker Dinner
Speaker Lodging
I nsurance
Eand
Convention Center
Security 0uards
Raff le
Registra t ion
Florers & Decorations
Eooks & Literature

IOTAL EXPE}ISES

t3{, f81 , 28

$919. t8
7 , 1 1 3 . 0 0

8 . 0 e 2 .  l 6
1 , 3 4 1 . 2 0

285.56
I  , 0 1 3  . 6 0

i7  .65
1 i .  32
3 l  .26
i 2 . 7 5
5 9 . 7 1

621 .59
I  ,450.  i4

5 i 3 . 8 0
J 1 7 . 3 4
1 3 . 1 0

a . t  ^ A t  ^ r

I r J , 0 ) J . 6 , :

120 ,56J .17

317 , 955. J2

I , 9 2 2 . 5 4
31{ .  54
906.20
l e l  l n

J 1 8 ,  4 5
I  t Q q  a q

200,00
6 ,602 .00
I  , 245 .00

1 ' t e  1 t

323 .34
?nq an

t 15 ,253  ,5 i j
- t  I  l ( e  r ' ?

q . t w w , r v '

Articles of interest to our readeF ars
welcomed and may bo mailed to tho
editor at:

Post Olfico Bor 64090,
Sunnyvale CA 9'10884{t9O

Deadlines for Material
Deoember 10 for January-February

February 10 lor March-April
Apdl 10 for May-June

June 't0 for July-August
August 10 for September-October

October 1 0 fo,r November-Deoember
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'n{s tHE flIfiHt SEFf/0E CHIIShAS
,IIIO ,,LL IilNOUEH THE HOUSE

ilar A cniltunE t{s stlnnlili
ilAI EVEII A ilAUSE.

ff NEnC'IEO FON THE SOIILES
tE'[ iln oil tHE sHELyEs

FON IH,,SE ffNE IflE PNESENIS
ff'D 8AU6H\ F0n 0|URSELyES

TE IEyEN HAD ilAilEI
IO SPEHD FAN A 0,IFT

IE IIEEOED IT ALL
FAN IHAI HOLIDAI LIFI.

il^fl lHAt H/'S AUn CHf'ISil|/'S
SEFONE fIIIIIIIG A,A.

ff ffNE l.NIilfiIIIC OUR f,HEEfl
III IHE USUAL IA'1.

/,IID ALL f.flNISIII/,S EVE
IHE Jqlilt rcULD 8E n0|ilne

,IHO TE THil FULLI UELL
tHAt tE'D FIil| ilt AUn St0lftilC.

IE F0,LL0HED A PAITENil
THAT SEEIIED IO OE NIGHI

HASII'I f,HRISIIIAS IHE IIIIE
IHEII PEOPLE EOI IIEHTI

dnlsnns - ffi

iltAt afi$H\s Is P/fsr
/,ilD N ilEH OilE DP,f/$ ilE/,R

|UT IIIH IIS APPNOACH
HE HclLD II/'PY N |EAN.

FAN IHNU A,A.'S PAIIERII
IE'VE FOUTID A IIEI IA'/

t0 ffinu A P./E,,L cflRl9m,.'
IRULI HAPPY AilD EA'/.

IHE IREE IILL 8E SRILLI/,III
TilE LIEHrc 'NIEflI ,,IID CLE/'P.

nilD il0t Fnnn A g|trLE
tilL cailE c{P.lsntfls cilEEn.

$UI STN/'I6,HI FROil AUR HE/.RIS
N INUE IANilTH HILL 6LOH

NEELE0TEO 8Y LOVE
FON IHE FNIENIS IHAT IE MAH.

s0 rc r0u 'ilEqnr cHpISntAs'
FULL OF CEIIUIIIE |,HEEP.

ilAY fttE eREEil LIeHr 8E t0UnS
Iil nlE C0il1il6 ilEfl tEAn.

PAUL ENNDilEN
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