EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK

Steering Committee
Starts All NCC Action

The Steering Commiittee of the Northern California Council of
Alcoholics Anymous held its meeting on Saturday, June 3, 1989, at
the Oakland Conference. The committee meets during every con-
ference to conduct the business of the Council.

Issues dealing with every
area of the conference process
are discussed and action can be
taken to submit items, with the
committee’s views, to the floor
of the Open Delegates meeting.
The delegates, after discussion,
may either accept or reject the
matters, or may decide totable it
for further study.

IT's IN THE Book

The Purpose and Structure
Booklet outlines this process:

“The primary purpose of this
Steering Committee is to con-
duct the business of the Council.
Any AA member may attend
any NCC Steering Committee
Meeting, but does not have a
vote. Only members of the Steer-
ing Committee are to present
motions, and to vote on these
motions. Any business to be
discussed at the meeting should
bebrought to the attention of the
Council Chairperson in ad-
vance, to allow time to prepare
the agendas for the Steering
Committee Meetings. Any ac-
tion of the Steering Committee,

(See Steering, Page 2)

Oakland Meeting
Had Something
For Everyone

The first weekend in Juneisa
bit early on the calendar to qual-
ify as as “Midsummer Night's
Dream,” but don’t tell our people
that. A whole bunch of us en-
joyed a weekend of fun, busi-
ness, socializing and pleasant
visiting at the Conference in
QOakland.

The East Bay people, with the
able guidance of Alex M., gave
us a memorable visit. God gave

(See Oakland, Page 4)

Stockton Is

Burning the
Midnight Oil

Good coffee, good food and
good fellowship awaits you at
the 42nd Annual Northern Cali-
fornia Council of Alcoholics
Anonymous Fall Conference in
Stockton. Held October 13, 14
and 15 at the Civic Auditorium,
525 N. Center Street in Stockton,
this year’s conference promises
to be the best yet.

In addition to workshops,
there will be topic-assigned
marathon meetings, service
meetings, a Saturday night
dance, drawing with great
prizes, Spanish-speaking meet-
ings, and of course fellowship.

The main speakers will be
Don G., Los Angeles on Friday;
Ken M., Dixon as the Young
Peoples speaker Saturday after-

" noon; Jack G. from Ft. Collins,

(See Stockton, Page 4)

Bill W.'s '43 Visit Suggested GSO

Part I of “History” by former California Northern Coastal Delegate Dean K.

After Bill W.’s visit to the San Francisco Bay Area in 1943, a
personal correspondence and a special kind of friendship devel-
oped between him and Nic N. of Oakland. Nic had a brother and
sister in Washington, D.C., and each year made at least one trip east
to visit with them (wartimerestrictions permitting), and also visited
Bill and Lois at their home in New York state. Much of the
correspondence concerned Bill’s plan for what later developed into
the General Service Conference as we know it today. (See Page 3)
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Steering Committee's Work
Helps Line Up Conferences

(Continued from Page 1)
including motions passed by
this committee, is brought to the
Open Delegates Meeting at the
Conference for the approval or
disapproval by ‘the Council
Delegates.”

Asiscustomary at the confer-
ences, bids were made from
various areas for upcoming
NCC conferences. First was a
bid from Kevin D. of Santa Rosa
for October 11-13, 1991. The bid
was tabled at this time pending
more information from the hotel
site. It will be resubmitted in

_ Stockton, and brought to the

floor for a vote.

This is the only vacancy left
in 1991 still open for bid. If your
area would like to bid for this
weekend along with Santa Rosa,
you should be prepared to do so
at the Stockton Conference. An
updated list of other confer-
ences and open dates is printed
on Page 5 of this issue of Goop
NEws.

Dennis T. of Fresno also pre-
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sented a bid. The motion was
made, passed and later ap-
proved by the delegates, to re-
turn to Fresno on the second
weekend in March 1991. The
host hotel has not yet been con-
firmed.

The third and final bid was
submitted by Daryl R. of San
Jose. His original bid was for a
June weekend, but in light of a
conflicting affair in the area, ina

to the Saturday night spot, and
Anne K. will be the Sunday
speaker. _
There has been ongoing dis-
cussion of the Structure and
Purpose Booklet. Anne K. is
now heading a committee to
discuss the need for revisions.
She is holding the first meeting
on July 9 at the Richmond Alano
Club, 84 Broadway, Richmond
at 10 a.m.If you are interested in
recommending changes or ad-
ditions, please attend. Your
knowledge is important and we
appreciate input on how NCC

Santa Clara County Zone 34s
bid to cover the Fall 1992 confer-
ence. The bid was accepted by
thedelegatesand theconference
will return to San Jose.

As you can tell, conferences
are bid well inadvance, so if you
would like to put in a bid from
your home town, show up at
any of the business meetings, or
pre/post conference meetings,
with the necessary information.
We will try to carry the message
through a conference in your
area.

In addition to selecting up-
coming conference sites, we also
noted a change of speakers in
the next NCC Conference to be
held in Stockton, October 13, 14
and 15,- 1989. Hillery D. was
unable to fulfill the commit-
ment, so Don was selected for
Friday night, Jack G. wasmoved

can be improved for next time.

The final topic for discussion
at the Steering Committee meet-
ing concerned Goob NEews. The
editor reported receiving a non-
profit bulk rate permit for the
newsletter. The cost of address
correction returns is quite high,
so the subscriber needs to take
seriously the responsibility of
informing the editor of any
change of address. As a bonus
for the newsletter, the long-lost
office typewriter has been
found.

The Pre/Post Conference
Meeting in Stockton was sched-
uled to be held on June 25, after
our publication deadline. We
will keep you informed and
update the information as
quickly as possible.

The next Conference is in
Stockton, October 13, 14 and 15.
We hope to see you there.
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Early Friendships With Bill W. Were Root of NCCAA

(Continued from Page 1)

At the same time many re-
quests for information about
group operation and personal
pleas for help were pouring into
the San Francisco and Oakland
post office boxes. In June 1946
the Oakland groups had opened
their first Central Office, and in
January 1947 the San Francisco
Central Office was established.
Out of these discussions and
organizational structures, a de-
cision was finally made to form
some sort of informational or-
ganization for AA groups in
Northern California only.

Among those involved in
these discussions were John C,,
Fred C.,Ray H., Bob G., Pete B.,
Les F., Don H. and Clarence R,,
all of San Francisco (Clarence
was the San Francisco mayor’s
son); Nic N. of Oakland, Ed A. of
Alameda; Horace B. of Marin
County; Dave D. of Palo Alto;
Ray P.and VicS,, of Sacramento.

The upshot of these discus-
sions was an organizational
meeting called March 23,1947 at
the Oakland Alano Club, 423
15th Street, which was attended
by representatives from most of
the AA groupsin Northern Cali-
fornia at that time. This organi-
zation was named at thattime as
the Northern California Council of
Alcoholics Anonymous, with a
mailing address of the San Fran-
cisco Central Office, and had Bill
W.’s good wishes. The first sec-
retary-treasurer was named
Clarence R., of San Francisco.

At the Council’s third meet-
ing in Sacramento September
14, 1947, representatives
showed up from AA groups in

Reno, asking to be included in
the organization, and the name
was then changed to Northern
California & Nevada Council of
Alcoholics Anonymous (NC&-
NCAA). When Nevada elected
their first Conference Delegate
in 1955, the Reno groups with-
drew from the Council, and the
name reverted back to the origi-
nal form. In this connection, an
effort was made in early 1948 to
form an organization for the
northwest quadrant, and a
meeting was called at Seattle.

The only representatives
were from Washington, Idaho
and British Columbia. At a later
meeting a representative from
Alaska showed up, and efforts
were made in vain to contact
persons from the other states
enumerated above. Out of this
first organizationeffortgrew the
Pacific Northwest Conference as
we know it today.

The first official conference of
the NC&NCAA was held in
March 1948, again at the Alano
Club in Oakland. For this mo-
mentous occasion Bill W. was
asked and accepted as the fea-
tured speaker, his second visit to
the west coast. Thereafter con-
ferences were held quarterly for
the years in various areas.

When plans for the finalizing
of the General Service Confer-
ence were made available in late
1950, Bill W. asked that each
Area named elect a Conference
Delegate forPanel No. 1, to meet
in New York City in April 1951.
Members of the Council decided
that its organization was the
proper forum in which to elect
such a delegate, and planned its

1951 Conference to include this
business. :

Bill W. had announced he
would visit the West Coast in
early 1951 to attend the election
procedures at leastin Los Ange-
les and San Francisco, and the
Council requested him to be its
keynote speaker on this occa-
sion.. Bill accepted, and plans
were laid for the 1951
NC&NCAA Conference to be
held in San Francisco March 20-
21,1951, at California Hall. This
was publicized in the first issue
of Goop NEews in January 1951.

Because of the population in
Northern California, it was de-
termined there would be two
Panel—one consisting of the
western half and one consisting
of the eastern half of Northern
California. This was the first
NCC Conference which was not
held on a weekend; but because
of theimportance of this particu-
lar business, it was felt impor-
tant to call the Conference as
quickly as possible. Therefore,
the Conference was held on
Tuesday and Wednesday,
March 20 and 21, 1951, at a time
when hundreds of AA members
dropped their business affairs
and traveled miles to take part.

The principle point of discus-
sion, chaired by Walter H. of
Santa Rosa, was the future rela-
tions between AA and the grow-
ing Family Group movement.
The question had been raised by
Nic N., the General Service
Conference Delegate. Nic also
announced the need for material
support for the New York office
and the AA GRAPEVINE.

(To be continued in next issue)
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Colorado is Saturday night A Viewer- us real summer weather to en-

speaker, and Anne K. San
Pablo, Sunday morning.

Pre-registration forms are
available through your local
Central Officeand on the confer-
ence flyers. Special rates are
available at the following hotels
only if NCCAA or AA is men-
tioned at the time of reservation,
not registration:

The host hotel, the Plum Tree
Plaza, {209)474-3301; Vagabond,
{209) 948-6151; Best Western
Stocktoninn, (209) 931-3131,and
Comfort Inn, {209) 466-2711.

Information regarding atten-
dance and/or participation is
available by contacting Delta
Central Office, 1235 N. Center
Street, Stockton, CA 95202, or
telephoning (209) 464-1594.

Thelocal conference commit-
tee is hard at work preparing for
the finest conference held in the
San Joaquin Valley. One feature
we are especially proud of is the
inclusion of interpreters for the
hearing impaired with a special
seating section. Progress is slow
but steady, marginal disorgani-
zation being the key. The host
committee will have area maps
available for locating restau-
rants and lodging. Non-smok-
ing areas are available for main
speaker meetings and we are
working on separate non-smok-
ing marathon and Spanish-
speaking meetings as well.

Welook forward to seeing all
of you in October. We need you
to make this the great confer-
ence we feel confident it will be.
Come share the message of re-
covery, unity and service.

—Marion L., Chairperson

With-Alarm

I went through several
fruitless yearsin astate called
"viewing with alarm for the
good of the movement." I
thought it was up to me to be
always ‘“correcting condi-
tions."

Seldom had anybody
been able to tell me what I
ought to do, and nobody had
ever succeeded in effectively
telling me what I must do. I
had tolearn the hard way out
of my own experience.

When setting out to
“check" others, I found my-
self motivated by fear of what
they were doing, self-right-
eousness, and even down-
right intolerance. Conse-
quently, I seldom succeeded
in correcting anything. I just
raised barriers of resentment
that cut off any suggestion,
example, understanding, or
love.

Reprinted from AA Way oF Lirg,
with permission of
AA World Services, Inc.

joy. including a view of the
greater bay area from the con-
vention center, afternoons, eve-
nings and nights, a picture we
inlanders can really appreciate.

The business meetings were
lively and productive. The
workshops were very well pre-
sented and attended. We, as a
group, are very serious about
our AA program.

The main speakers were well
selected and excellent in the art
of “passing it on.” Sean W. of
British Columbia is proof to us
that thereis life after alcoholism.
He not only has gained the bet-
ter life than was available before
as most of us have, but has
achieved a special share of fame
and fortune after becoming one
of us. He and other successful
members remind us that God
does give each of us, through
our program, the possibility of
achieving our individual poten-
tial. Thanks again to the com-
mittees for their hard work. This
always pays off at a conference.

—Don S.,
CCFAA Delegate to NCCAA
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Bill W. Prepared Gold Country Roundup Is Part of
Fall Schedule for your AA Trips

For AA Changes

Recently the GRAPEVINE raised
the question, Is AA Changing?
True, there have been changes
such as the development of the
Twelve Steps from the Oxford
formula; the establishment of
the Service Board, and the crea-
tion of the Conference. Change
can be beneficial but change can
also be detrimental. As usual,
Bill W. had a word for it, as
follows:

“Thestatus quocan only be for
today. Change we must; we
cannot stand still. Does this
mean. .. to tinker with our basic
principles? Should we try to
amend our Twelve Steps and
Twelve Traditions? Here the
answer would seem to be ‘no’.
(We) believe that AA’s Steps
and Traditions do represent the
approximate truths which we
need for our particular purpose.

“So then, if our basics are so
firmly fixed, what is left to
change or improve? The answer
will immediately occur to us.
While we need not alter our
truths, we can surely improve
their application. We can con-
stantly step up the “practice of
these principles in all our af-
fairs.”

Unchanging Traditions are
thecriteria for testing all propos-
als and motions. Bill’s essays in
the 12 and 12, the Concepts, and
other writings clearly expound
Tradition. His credibility is en-
dorsed as follows:

“To say that Bill was the sole
author of the Traditions is both
true and untrue. He was . . . not
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the sole author of the experi-
ences from which they evolved,
but he was the person who inter-
preted and culled meaning from
these experiences. The mean-

ings as derived by Bill subse-
quently became the backbone of
the Traditions.”?

May we not add that any call
forachangeis firstofalla call for
reflection on the Traditions?

—Frank B.

Excerpted from Page 321 of The
Language of the Heart, with per-
mission of the AA Grapevine, Inc.

Reprinted from Page 306 of
Pass It On, with permission of AA
World Services, Inc.

Thar’s gold in them tharhills,
pardner!

The Third Annual Gold
Country Round-Up will take
place Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day, September 9, 10 and 11 at
the Calaveras County Fair-
grounds in Angels Camp, Cali-
fornia.

Registration is $6 and in-
cludes all the events taking
place, free coffee throughout the
weekend and admittance to the
Saturday night dance featuring
a live band.

A full course barbecuedinner
is scheduled for Saturday night.
Dinner tickets may be pur-
chased separately at the Round-
Up.

To Pre-Register or to obtain
more information, contact the
Chairman, P.O. Box 2933, Ar-
nold, CA 95223.

The Santa Clara County
Intergroup AA Newsletter pro-

vides the following for other

weekend excursions to meet
with others on the program:
Avcust 13: Santa Clara
County AA Unity Day, 10 am.-9
p-m., Milpitas Community Ctr.,
457 E. Calaveras Blvd., Milpitas.
SerremBER 3: Annual Unity
Day Picnic of Intergroups of AA
from Santa Clara, Tri-Valley and
East Bay, 10a.m.to 5 p.m. Hidden
Valley Ranch, Fremont. Adults
$5, 6-16 $2, under 6, free.
SerremBeR 17-17: Sobriety By
the Sea 3rd Annual AA Rally, Cul-
tural Center, 1001 Front Street,
Crescent City. Registration, $5
for one day, $7.50 for both days.






