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BY J. S.
P' i  11 Wi lson was a

ch ip  o f f  t he  o ld  b lock .
H is  fa the r ,  G i lman
(c i l ly  to  a lmost  every-
one ) ,  who  managed  a
marble quarry  in  East
Dorset ,  Vermont ,  was a
drunk.  His  mother  put
up wi th  i t ,  unt i l  the
day she d iscovered
that he had been un-
fa i th fu l  to  her ,  a t
which point  she threw
him out .

This  was the f i rs t
o f  t h ree  ma jo r  c r i ses
in  young  B i l l r s  l i f e .
He was n ine years o1d
in  1905  and  f e l t '  l i ke
most youngsters when
thei r  fami ly  sp l i ts
apar t '  that  he was
somehow the guil ty
pa r t y .

H€ ,  h i s  s i s t e r ,
Dot t ier  dnd h is  mother
went  to  l ive wi th  h is
maternal  grandparents '
Faye t te  and  E l l a  Gr i f -
f i th .  No one was
unk ind .  f n  f ac t ,  Fd -
yet te  t r ied to  g ive
the boy a sense of
accomp l i shmen t ;  he
s l y l y  l e t  d rop  the
fact  that  on ly  Austra-
l i an  abo r ig ines  cou ld
make a working boomer-
ang .  B i l l  r ose  to  the
chal lenge and spent
the  nex t  s i x  mon ths

A.A. HISTORY - Part 2

RUDOLF
working on the concept.
The f ina l  product  was
made out  o f  a  p iece of
wood BiI l  had sawn
from the headboard of
h is  bedr  and the boom-
erang near ly  k i l led
them both when Bil l
threw it  and it ,  came
zooming back at them,
but his grandfather
over looked those l i t -
t l e  de ta i l s  and  an -
nounced that  B i l I  was

"number-one man,  n an
honor  that  B i l l  never
fo rgo t .

Meanwh i l e ,  B i l l
and Dot t ie  had a lso
been I 'deserted " by
thei r  mother ,  a  second
blow to young chi ldren.
Emi ly  Wi lson hras a
s t rong -w i l l ed ,  i n te l -
l igent woman who saw
that  she needed to be
f inancia l ly  indepen-
dent  and set  out  to
become so by enro l l ing
in the Boston Academy
of  Osteopathy.

Adolescent  Years

The empty spaces
in  B i l l  I  s  l i f e  m igh t
have been f i l led by
companionship at  the
Burr  and Bur ton Aca-
demy,  where he went  to

(Confinued on Poge 2)

IAM
RESPONSIBLE

Where were they
when I needed them?
They were there.
Where were they when f
fe l t  l ike cry ing?
They were there.
Where were they when I
fe l t  l ike get t ing
drunk in  the middle of
the n ight  and needed
someone to talk to?
They were there.
Where hrere they for a
meeting when we needed
to hear  the i r  s tor ies
(though they hrere pro-
bably  t i red of  te l l ing
then)? They were
the re .

And where was I?
Recently I I  have

been compla in i rg ,  a-
long with many other
o ld- t imers,  that  the
meet ings are bor ing:
I  am t i red of  hear ing
the same stor ies;  f  am
t i red of  ta lk ing;  f  am
get t ing noth ing f rom
the meet ings;  I  fee l
l ike going on to some-
th ing that  I  can get
my teeth into--some-
th ing for  me.

Now, where would r
have been when I was a
new-timer i f  the old-
t i .mers had fe l t  that
way and had not been
wi l l ing to  g ive me
what they had gotten?
f know where I would
be .  I ns tead  o f  f ee l -
ing the sereni ty  that
I  f ee l  t oday ,  I  wou ld
be going out  o f  my
mind l  d r i nk ing  to  es -

(Conlinued on Poge 4)
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A.A. HISTORY (con't)
high school ,  but  he
tended to get  c lose to
no one,  a l though he
was f r iendly  wi th
many. He forever
seemed to need to
prove himself to the
wor ld .  I f  he sensed a
s l i gh t to  h i s
ab i l i t i es  i n  any  a rea -
-baseba1 l ,
v io l in- -h is  response
was a grit ted-teeth
ef for t  to  "show them
a l l .  "

Then he met Bertha
Banford,  a  l6-year-o1d
soulmate who returned
his  love.  He could
ta l k  t o  he r ;  he  fe l t
at home with her
fami ly ;  l i fe  became
very good indeed.
Bertha and her family
went  of f  for  a  shor t
tr ip to New York City.
Severa l  days la ter ,
B i l l  wa lked  ( l a te  )
into chapel in t ime to
hear the headmaster
read the telegram that
explained Bertha Ban-
fo rd rs  dea th  a f te r
surgery in a New York
hosp i ta l .

B i l l  d i d  no t  re -
cover from this third
b low for  years.  His
school performance plu-
mmeted so severely
that he had to drop
out and go to Boston
to l ive wi th  h is
mother . Eventual ly ,
he made up the missed
classes and enro l led
in Norwich Univers i ty ,
but he made no more
c lose f r iends and was
plagued by a sense of
not  be longing.  He be-
gan to have panic
se i zu res ,  cha rac te r -
ized by co l laps ing
knees,  hear t  pa lp i ta-
t ions and shor tness of
b rea th .

sr_ngr_n9, le t ters  and shor t
v i s i t s .

Up to th is  t ime,
Bil l  had not done much
dr ink ing;  the shadow
of  h is  fa ther  kept  h im
lee ry  o f  a l coho l .
Meanwhi le ,  Wor ld War I
was creeping up on the
Un i ted  S ta tes .  B i l l
en l i s t ed  i n  a  R .O .T .C .
unit and signed up for
an ass ignment  to
"coas t  a r t i l l e r y .  "

M i l i t a ry  o f f i ce rs
are always welcome
par t y  gues ts .  (8 i11
hras a second l ieu-
tenan t ) .  A t  a  pa r t y ,
Bil l  made a wonderful
d i scove ry ;  a  d r i nk  (o r
two or  s ix)  took away
that sense of ackward-
ness ,  o f  no t  be long ing .
Bi l l  could fee l  h im-
sel f  not  on ly  a par t
o f  l i f e ,  bu t  t he
center  of  a t tent ion.
The only odd thing was

Enter  Lo is

Salvat ion appeared
j .n  the shape of  Lo is
Burnham 1 d. vivacious
and capable young veo-
man from a stable
fam i l y .  B i l l  was  s t i l l
attending Norwich Aca-
demy,  but  the i r  cour t -
sh ip progressed in

that  B i I l  seemed to
lack the in ternal
censor  that  warned
other  dr inkers when
they had had enough.

B i l I  W i l son  and
Lois  Burnham marr ied
j-n Brooklyn on Jan-
ua ry  24 ,  1918 .  The
par t ies and the dr ink-
ing cont inued,  but
they were basica l ly
very happy together .
B i l l ' s  a r t i l l e r y  un i t
was  sen t  t o  Eng land t
then to  France.  There
were pubsr  and French
w ines  and  b rand ies .
However, Bi l l  never
had f ront l ine bat t le
duty, and some months
af ter  Armist ice Day,
he came home safe ly .

Unfor tunate ly ,
jobs were not  easy to
come by;  B i l l  had
never  f i n i shed  co1 lege .
He star ted law school
a t  n igh t .  Then  he  d i s -
covered the exc i te-
men t ,  t he  d rama,  o f
Wa11 Street .  He began
working fo r  U .S .
Fidel ty  & Guaranty Co.

This  should have
been the beginning of
a v i ta l  career  and
marr iage,  but  i t  seem-
ed more as though l i fe
star ted unravel ing.
Bi l l  began noL only
dr ink ing wi th  law bud-
d ies  a f te r  schoo l ,  bu t
dr ink ing a lone l-n
seedy  j o in t s .  H i s  be -
l -oved grandfather  Gr i f -
f i t h  d ied .  Lo i s  had  a
se r ies  o f  m isca r r i ages .

In  the i r  B ib le  a t
Ch r i s tmas  i n  L923 ,
Bi l l  wrote,  "Thank you
for your love and help
th i s  t e r r i b le  yea r .
For  your  Chr is tmas I
make you th is  present :
No l iquor  wi l l  pass my
l i ps  fo r  one  yea r .  "
Th i s  was  the  f i r s t  i n

Dec 10 Jan-Feb
Feb 10 Mar-APr
April 10 May-June
June 10 July-Aug
Aug 10 Sept-Oct
Oct 10 Nov-Dec
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a long l ine of empty
p romises .

To be continued next
month.

Reprinted with per-
mission of SOBER TIIVIES
San Diego '  CA

MATH EMATICAL
MIRACLE

Some years d9o,  f
heard a story which
has been making the
rounds in  Midwest  A.A.
c i r c les  fo r  yea rs .

A man in  a smal l
Wisconsin c i ty  had
been on the program
for about three years
and had enjoyed con-
tented sobriety throu-
gh that  per iod.  Then
bad luck began to hit
him in bunches. Job
gone ;  w i fe  se r ious l y
i f l  and insurance had
expi red.

At this point he
cracked,  and decided
to go on an a l l -out
binge. He went to
Chicago,  checked in  at
a Nor th Side hote l ,
and set  for th  on h is
p ro jec t .  I t  was  a
Fr iday n ight ,  and the
bars were f i l led wi th
a swinging crowd. He
was in no mood for
swinging--he just wan-
ted to  get  qu iet ly ,
miserably  drunk.

F inal ly ,  he found
a basement bar stool
and ordered a double
bourbon on the rocks.
The bar tender  sa id:
" yes ,  s i r ,  "  and  rea -
ched for  a  bot t le .

Then the barten-
der  s topped in  h is
t racks,  took a long,
hard look at the cus-
tomer, leaned over the

bar ,  and sa id in  a low
tone,  ' I  was in  Mi l -
waukee about four
months agor and one
night I attended an
open meeting. You
were on the speaking
platform, and you gave
one  o f  t he  f i nes t  A .A .
ta lks I  ever  heard.  n
The bartender turned
and walked to the end
of  the bar .

For a few minu-
tes,  the customer sat
there--probably in a
state of shock. Then
he picked his money
off the bar with trem-
bling hands and walked
ou t ,  a l l  des i re  fo r  a
dr ink dra ined out  o f
h im.

I t  is  est imated
that there are about
8 r000  sa loons  i n  Ch ic -
49or employing some
25 ,000  ba r t ende rs .
This nan had entered
the one saloon in
8 r000  where  he  wou ld
encounter the one man
in  25 r000  who  knew
that he was a member
o f  A .A .  and  d i dn ' t
be long there.

Reprinted from the
Fresno Pipel ine
Chicago 1  TL.2
Came to Bel ieve

f rorn

H i  t he re  a l k ies ,
i t r s  me  aga in .  I  j us t
wanted you to know
that Alcoholics Anony-
mous is al ive and well
in  Rosevi l le  USA. I f
you donft know where
Rosev i l l e  i s ,  i t r s
easy to  f ind.  Sacra-
mento is a suburb of
Rosevi l le  to  the
sou th .  Bes ides  i t r s
the town with al l
those bars on every

co rne r . . . youknow
the one.

WelI anln^ray, f rve
got proof of my f irst
statement about Rose-
vi l le AA. The other
weekend some 85 male
adults and about 10
alatots and teens got
together, and a minor
mirac le happened;
tha t ' s  r i gh t  f o l ks ,  85
sober  a lk ies for  3
days l - - f i sh ing  and
playing horseshoes and
carrying on--why Sat-
u rday  n igh t r s  AA
meet ing lasted unt i l
sometime Sunday morn-
ing because i t  I  s  a
tradit ion at the camp-
outr  for  10 years nowt
that everyone gets to
speak. You know, with
a l l  t hose  f i sh  s to r i es
I heard I was begin-
ning to question my
own rigorous honesty.

The mirac le,  oh
yeah .  We l l  i t  wasn r t
that French Meadows
Res. saw a whole bunch
of sober good ole boys
from the Friday night
Rosevil le stag meeting
having fun,  and i t
wasn ' t  that  a  few new-
comers found that AA
doesnr t  have to  be
boringr €tc. What the
mirac le $ras,  was that
not one of us gol
darned drunks fe l l  in
the f i re .  By the
g race  o f  God . . . t ha t  i s .

Love in Fellowship,

Fletch

TWO DRUNKS STAGGERED
OUT OF A BAR AT THE
SAME TIME ONE SAID TO
THE OTHER ''IS THAT THE
SUN OR THE },IOON?U 'I

DONI T KNOW'' HE REP-
F.LIED 'I  DON I T LIVE
AROUND HERE. "
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IAM
RESPONSIBLE (con't)
cape my problems,  rea l
or  unreal .  f  would
st i l l  be hur t ing,  ask-
ing why, and not
understanding.  And I
would be gett ing drunk
and not understanding
why.

So where am I? I
have had to take a new
look at myself and my
wi l l ingness to  carry
the program to the new-
comer who is  s t i l l
hur t ing.  I  have to
look at myself and be
wi l l ing to  go to  any
length i f  I  want to
keep what I have.
What I have is a gift
from Godr and I can
keep it  only when I
g ive i t  away.

So,  tord,  forg ive
me for not doing al l
that I should do for
other  a lcohol ics.  P le-
ase help me to be
w i l l i ng  when  I  don r t
f ee l  w i l l i ng .  P lease
help me to have a new
interest in the l ives
and fee l ings of
others.Thank you for
your  many b less ings.
I do want to keep what
I  have,  for  i t  is  the
most valuable thing in
the  wor ld .  I t  i s  a l l
that I want out of
l i f e .  A l l  o f  t he
mater ia l  th ings in  the
world could not
replace the serenity
that I feel when I
t rust  my l i fe  to  you
and work the beautiful
program for l iving
that you have given.

Thank you for
causing me to stop and
take another look at
myse l f .
J .  B . ,  Sa lem Oreg .
January  1984
Grapevine '  Inc.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT - AS OF 6/30/88

Balance of  Hand -  L/ I /88

Income I

Monterey
San ;Iose
Stockton
l{onterey
Comnittee Meetings

. Balance of Advance/C. TeNyenhuis

TOTAL INCOIT{E

Expenses:

l4onterey
San Jose
Deposit for Redding
Good News
T. Docherty  Expense for  I  year
C.  teNyenhuis Expense
Asst .  Secretary Expense
Treasurer  I  s  Expense
Fi l ing Fees (Federal  and State)
Notary Fee

TOTAT EXPENSE

BALANCE ON HAND - 6/30/88

ocr 7 -  9

ocr 20-23

ocr  28-30

NOV 11-13

NOV L2
9  A .M .

$ 1 3 , 8 1 5 . 0 0
1 r , 1 4 1  . 1 5

9 5 . 3 2
2 7  . 0 4
2 9 .  0 0
5 1 . 5 3

s 2 5 , 1 5 9  . 1 4

$  8 , 3 1 1 . 7 0
L 3  , 4 5 2 . L 9

2 0 0 . 0 0
1 s 0 . 0 0

2 , 8 7 5 . 5 9
L , L 0 7  . 2 4

s 3 2 . 6 9
2 L 4 . 2 L
3 r 0  . 0 0

5  . 0 0

- 1988 Events r
41ST ANNUAL FALL CONFERENCE
OF NCCAA' Redding Civic
Auditorium, Redding' CA

27TH ANNUAL HAWAII AA CONF.
Sheraton waikiki Hotel
Honolu lu,  HA Regis t rat ion:  $65
(Advance Payment is Required)

9TH ANNUAL C .C .Y .P .A .A .
Conference By The Sea
Monterey Conference Center
Monterey

5TH ANNUAT YOSE!4ITE A.A.
SUMMIT CONF. '  Curry Vil lage

FALL ELBCTION ASSY. OF CA
CNCA OF AA, Antioch' CA

$  8 , 9 2 9 . :

2 7  , L 6 8 . 6

s  6 , 9 1 9 .  €
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THANK YOU
I  would l ike to

take th is  oppor tuni ty
to publ ic ly  acknow-
ledge a l l  the people
who help br ing the
Good NevJS to you.-offii'e 

and Ron J.
-Dianne who so gra-
c ious ly  vo lunteers her
t ime before the
workday begins,  lunch
hours ,  b reaks ,  and
evenings to type and
proof  a l l  o f  our
ma te r ia l .  Ron  fo r  t he
exce l l en t  j ob  he  does
wi th the paste-up,  and
both of  them for  he lp
with the fo ld ing ,
s tamping,  and f ina l
preparat ions for  mai l -
i ng .  Jenn i fe r  W.  fo r
mainta in ing the mai l -
ing l is t  and prov id-
ing the Iabe1s .

John H. and Andy
F.  for  the f in ish work
and pr in t ing of  the
Good News.-Jotfi-and 

Andy also
volunteer  ext ra hours
at  the i r  p lace of  em-
ployment  to  br ing us
the  f i n i shed  p roduc t .
A l so ,  L igh tn ing  P r in t -
ing for  a l lowing them
to  do  so .

A l so ,  a l l  o f  t he
people who wr i te  ar t i -
cles for the GOOD NEWS
and help F;eep -
j n t e res t i r g ,  as  we l l
as those of  you who
send  me  a r t i c l es  tha t
you have found.

So ,  t o  a l l  o f  you
f want to say Thank
You !  I  g rea t l y  app re -
c ia te your  hard work,
t ime,  and commitment
which keeps the GOOD
NEWS alive

As  an  added  bonus ,

because  o f  a l l  t he
help f  receive the
GOOD NEWS is brought
to you Er just t fre
cost  o f  the paper  i t
i s  p r i n ted  on  and  the
s tamps .

So ,  t hanks  aga in ,

Pau la  D .

Dear  God,  he lp me to
be a spor t  in  th is
game  o f  1 i f e .  f  don r t
ask for  any easy p lace
in  the  l i ne -up ;  p lay
me anywhere You need
me.  f  on l y  ask  fo r
the stuff to give You
100 per  cent  o f  what
I ' ve  go t .  I f  a l l  t he
hard dr ives seem to
come my way, I thank
You for the compli-
men t .

Help me to
remember that you
wonr t  eve r  l e t
anything come my way
that You and f to-
ge the r  can r t  hand le .
And help me to take
the bad breaks as part
of  the game.

Help me to under-
s tand that  the game is
fu l l  o f  knots  and
knocks and t rouble and
make me thankfu l  for
them. HeIp me to get
so the harder  they
come the better f l ike
i t .

And ,  O  God ,  he lp
me to a lways p lay on
the square.  No mat ter
what  other  p layers do,
help me to come c lean.
HeIp me to s tudy the
Book so that  I  '  11 know
the ru les r  dr rd to
s tudy  g rea t  p laye rs .
I f  they found out  that
the best  par t  o f  the
game was he lp ing
other  guys who were
ou t  o f  l uck ,  he lp  me

to  f i nd  i t  ou t  t oo "
Help me to be a
regu la r  f e l l ow  w i th
the  o the r  p laye rs .

F ina l l y ,  O  God ,  i f
fa te seems to uppercut
me wi th  both hands and
I  rm  la id  on  the  she l f
or  someth ing,  he lp me
to take that  as par t
of  the game too.  HeIp
me not to whimper or
squeal that the game
was a f rame-up or  that
f  had  a  raw  dea l .

When in  the fa l1-
i ng  dusk ,  I  ge t  t he
f i na l  be l l ,  I  do  ask
for  no ly ing compl i -
men ta ry  s tones ,  I  t d
only l ike to know that
You  fee l  t ha t  I r ve
been a good,  game guy.
Amen

Repr in ted wi th  per-
miss ion f rom The
Hummer, DuffyF
Myrt ledale

AN ENCOURAGING WORD

After  get t ing up and
going to  the bathroom
for  the th i rd  t ime
t ime  tha t  n igh t ,  t he
man remarked,  to  h is
w i fe ,  " I  don  I t  know
wh ich  i s  worse ,  ru in -
ing your  l iver  wi th
booze or  your  k idneys
w i t h  A .A .  co f f ee .  "  To
tha t  h i s  w i f e  r e -
p l i ed r  "You ' re  improv -
ing honey.  At  least
now you get  up.
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