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1985 General Service Conference
Our Conference Theme

for 1985 is Golden Moments
of Reflection to conrnrerno-
raTe ourTiFt ieth Anni-
versarJ/  on June 10, 1985.
Dr .  Bob  took  h is  las t
d r jnk  on  June  10 ,  1935 ,
and  the  Fe l lowsh ip  o f
Alcohol  ics Anonymous came
in to  ex is tence.

Your Area Off icers have
prepared the  fo l low ing
quest ions  to  he lp  you GSR's
and DCl4 's  in  p resent ing  the
agenda topics to your groups
and to  your  d is t r i c ts .
P lease d iscuss  these i tems
as thoroughly as you can
between now and our Pre-
Conference Assembly ' in San
Mateo County on Saturday,
Apr i l  6.  We look forward
to your shar ing your infor-
mat ion vr i th the Area Assembly
then.  I t  i s  a  go lden oppor -
tuni ty to make sure that
your group has a vo' ice and a
vote  in  A lcoho l ics  Anonymous.

I t  i s  very  impor tan t
tha t  we  as  ind iv idua ls  a re
we l l - i n fo rmed.  I t  w i l l
g rea t ly  he l  p  ' in  ob ta i  n i  ng  an
informed group conscience on
th is  year 's  Conference
agenda top ics .  I f  a l l  o f  us
in  se rv ice  w i l l  spend  some
t ime da i1y ,  read ing  and
study' i  ng A. A. -approved
l i te ra tu re ,  we  w i l l  be !
Here are some perti nent
read ing  sugges t ions :  (1 )
"The A.A.  Serv ice  F tanua l  " ;

(2)  "The Twelve Concepts of
Wor ld  Serv ' i ce " ;  (3 )  "A lco -
hol ics Anonymous Comes of
Age " ; (4 ) "Al cohol ' i  cs Anony-
mous ;  (5 )  "Th,el  ve Steps and
Twe lve  Trad i t i ons" l  (0 )  tne
four teen Gu ' iCe l  ines :  (7 )
the Conference Reports for
1983 and 1984;  (B)  "The
Summar-v of the General Ser-
v ice Conference Advjsory
Ac t jons  fo r  1951-1983" ;  (8 )
Box  4-5-9 's  fo r  1984;  and
(10) several  of  our pam-
ph le ts ,  pe rhaps  inc lud ing
"A .A .  T rad i t i on -How i t
Deve loped" ,  "The  A .A .
Group"  and "Suppor t ing  the
A.A.  Suppor t  Sys tem" .

AGENDA TOPICS

I .  GROUP RESPONSIB IL IT IES

1. !-lovr can your
group rnembers hel p to
make a nevlconer feel
more wel corne?

2.  Is  your  g roup
real  

' ly  
se1 f-support i  ng?

Exp ' la in  why  i t  i s  o r  i s
no t .

3 .  h lha t  i s  your
group 's  p r imary  purpose?

4. l lhat  are your
g roup 's  respons ib i  I  i t i es
to  the  Twelve  Trad i t ions?

I I .  THE GSR - -  THE KEY ROLE
1. Horv can we obtain

the  rnos t  qua l i f ied  group
member to serve as a GSR?

2.  L lhv  i s  hav inq  a

servlce sponsor
important?

3 .  Serv ice  -
Golden Key?

I  I  I .  F INANCE

extremel y

The

1.  How can a  group or
d is t r i c t  bes t  es tab l i sh  a
prudent reserve?

?.  l iow shou l  d  excess
monies be div ' ided? l ,Jhy?

3.  Are  we rea l l y  se l f -
suppor t ing? (  Exp l  a i  n
your ansurers )

a.  At  the group
I evel  ?

b .  A t  the  d is t r i c t
I  eve l  ?

c.  At  the area
I evel  ?

d .  A t  the  in te r -
na t iona l  leve l  ?
(GSC,  New York)

IV .  WILL T I . IE  HAND OF A.A.
ALWAYS BE THERE?

1. l, lhat can we
act ive  A.A.  members  do
to mot ivate older mem-
bers who are fading
away?

2 .  What  i s  an  in -
fcrmed group conscience?
How can we best obtain
an informed group con-
sc ience?

3. I ' lhat
group do to
s t i ck  to  our
purpose?

Con t .  on

can  our  A .A .
better
pr imary
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COASTAL AREA

LINK
0n the subject  of  com-

mun ica t ion ,  i t  i s  we l l  to
recal  I  that  one of  the
reasons fo r  our  l i te ra tu re
is  to  n reserve  AA pr inc i -
p les  in  an  ungarb led
contex t .  Re levant  I  i te ra -
tu re  shou ld  counterba lance
zea l  ,  espec ' ia11y  s ince  a
zea l  ous  ,  e rno t iona l  ,  un i  n -
formed conscience can be
mi  s taken.

Verba l  communica t ion  in -
vo lves  a  sense  o f  respons i -
b i l i t y .  Even  i f  a  member
says he does not speak for
AA, many evaluate AA by
h is  p resen ta t ion .  t l hen-
ever  Dr .  Bob heard  a
speaker  us ing  ob jec t ionab le
language ,  he  wou ld  adv ise
such a  one tha t  h is  message
would be more ef fect ive
were  he  to  c lean i t  up  a
b i t .  The  Hosp i ta l  and  In -
s t i tu t ions  Commi t tee
exhor ts  each speaker ,
s ince  in  the  m inds  o f  h i s
aud ' ience  he  s ign i f i es  AA,
to avoid profani ty and
obsceni  t3r .

i, lovradays most AA's use
f i rs t  names on ly  when
address ing  non-AA
aud iences .  In  add i t i on ,
the Conference has recom-
mended that anonyrnity be
preserved a t  the  leve l  o f
v ideo tape;  tha t  ta lks  be
g iven in  oerson ra ther
than b-v v ' ideo tape ' in v iew
of the ternptat ion to place
persona l i t ies  be fore  pr in -
c ip les .

The spoken word is
paramount at  rneet ings and
in  one- tc -one  s i tua t ions .
Is i t  t rue that we of ten
try to conmunicate what we
most  need ourse lves? An
ear ly  f r iend  ic len t i f ied
the  an tagon i  s t  l  u rk ' ing
n i th in  AA as  our  "co r -
pora te  sneer  fo r  a  phony" ;
burt  then he added this re-

ma. rk :  "And who o f  us  i s
no t  a  phony?"  Apropos  js
B i l l  ! i . ' s  cornment  to  the
effect that a Tb,el fth Step
ca l l  i s  one  a lcoho l i c
ta lk ing  to  another ,  be-
cause the  one ta lk ' ing  needs
to hear the rnessage too.
"GCCI ;iE',,!S" recently
phrased i t  th is  way:  "We
share best vrhat we most
need  to  ]ea rn . "

"Shoemaker st ick t .o thy
last"  ma.y be an appropr iate
s logan fo r  communica tors .
l^!e read that each member
has  a  un ique  ab i l i t y  to
i  dent ' i fy  wi  th and br i  ng
recovery to another al  co-
ho l  i c ;  tha t  th ' i s  ' i s  our
gi f t  f rom God; that  we can-
not and should not t ry to
be  a l l  th ings  to  a l l  men;
tha t  we shou ld  avo id  mul -
t ipurpose ac t iv i t y ;  tha t  a
group cannot take on al  I
the  persona l  p rob lems o f
i t s  members ;  tha t  sobr ie ty
i s  a  g roup 's  so le  purpose .

Throughout  human h is -
to ry ,  a l coho l i sm has
c la imed i t s  v i c t ims  l i ke  a
p ' lague.  0n1y  in  our  day
has  the  mi rac le  o f  A lco-
hol ics Anonymous taken
p1 ace. May we be ever
g ra te fu l  .  In  Dr .  Bob 's
words  - -  "Le t ' s  no t  louse
th is  th ing  up .  Le t ' s  keep
i t  s imp1e. "  In  B i l l  l ^ j . ' s
words may we remember that
"The temporary or seeming
good can of ten be the
deadly enemy of  the perma-
nent  bes t .  "

Frank  B.

* * * *

FLETCH'S TERRITORY

Wel l ,  a l k ' i es ,  you  can ' t
say  I  d idn ' t  te l l  ya .  The
Spr ing  F l ing  a t  the  Red
L ion  r io to r  Inn  in  Sacra-
mento vras everything I
to ld  you  i t  wou ld  be . . .and
more .  l le  sure  had a  ba l l
see inq  o ld  f r iends  and the

g i r l -watch ing  a t  those two
dances  was rea l l y  some-
th ing  e lse .  Wi fe  #1  te l l s
me that I  've been ta1 k ' ing
in  m-v  s leep 

' la te ly  
and she

th  j  nks  she m' igh t  jus t
accompany nre to next year 's
Spr ing  F l ing  -  I  sa id  0K -
the more the merr ier ,  but
I ' ve  go t  to  do  someth ing
abou t  tha t  ta l k ing  in  my
s leep !

Speak ing  o f  the  pas t ,
s ince  tha t ' s  a l l  we  can  Co
about  i t ,  I  hope you a l l
had a chance to read
Diana 's  a r t i c le  on  Serv ice
in  the  las t  i ssue  o f  the
G00D NEWS. ! ' ihen she wrote
of the t rue rewards of
serv ' i ce  to  the  fe l  l  owsh i  p ,
i t  a lmost made me want to
ca1 1 my home group secre-
tary and volunteer for
someth ing .  Don ' t  wor ry ,
a lk ies ,  i  sa ' i d  a lmos t . . .

Now we get to the real
reason fo r  the  co lumn -
yeah,  there  is  a  reason,
w ise  guys .  I 'm  jus t  a
l i t t l e  b i t  wor r ied  abou t
al  I  these sober fo l  ks
head ing  ou t  o f  the  te r r i -
tory on !{arch 8 for Fresno
caus in '  a  monumenta l  t ra f -
f i c  jam.  I  mean,  every -
body  I ' ve  ta l ked  to  i s
go ing  to  the  [ {CC's  38 th
annua l  Spr ing  Conference
at  the  Fresno Convent ion
Cente r  and  i f  i t ' s  bumper
to  bumper  a l l  the  way,
some o f  us  rn igh t  miss  Fr i -
day 's  k i cko f f  speaker ,
John N.  f rom La Habra ,  CA.
So ,  a lk ies ,  a l l  I 'm  ask ing
is  tha t  you  a1 l  l eave  the
terr i tory at  a d ' i f ferent
t ime on  Fr iCay  and i f  you
see my car -  the one with
the "Easy Does I t "  bumper
s t icker  -  remember ,  a l l  I
need ' i s  one c lear  lane -
yBS ,  fo l  ks ,  ' i t  i  s  a
se l f i sh  p rogram.

J .  P .

* * * *



1985 Events
Mar .  1 -8 ,  PRASSA -  Poca te l lo ,  Idaho .
Mar .  8 -10 ,  NCCAA 38th  Annua l  Spr ing  Conference,  Fresno

Convent ion  Center ,  700 M St . ,  F resno,  CA.
Fresno knows HOW!

Mar .  17 ,  Ca l ' i s toga ,  Myr t leda le  Groups  S t .  Pa t ' s  ce lebra -
t ' ion  w i th  k icko f f  speaker  3  PM fo l lowed by  the
F i re f igh ters  corned beef  and cabbage,  Ca l is toga
Fa i  rg rounds.

Mar .  23 ,  CNIA Pre  Conference,  6311 Get tysberg  P1. ,
S tock ton ,  CA.

Apr .  6 .  CNCA Pre  Conference,  San Mateo,  CA.
Apr.  I2-L4, NCCAA H & I  Conference, E' l  Rancho Tropicana

Hote l  ,  San ta  Rosa . . .A .A . ,  A lanon ,  Pro -
fess iona l  &  Fe l lowsh ip  Speakers ,  Pane is ,
Dance ,  e tc . ,  e tc .  "Le t ' s  Be  Fr iend ly  l ^ l i t h
Our  F r i  ends .  "

Apr .  20 ,  Day  o f  Sobr ie ty ,  Sat .  N igh t  Group,  Campbe l l
Communi ty  Center ,  Campbe l l  &  t , r l inches ter ,
Campbe l l ,  CA.  A l l  day  w i th  th ree  - -  coun t  ' em
- -  speakers .

Apr .  27 ,  S tock ton  Mid town Ann ive rsary  D inner ,  Sco t t i sh
Ri te  Temple ,  S tock ton ,  CA.

May 4 ,  Eas t  Bay  A11 Groups Day,  R ichmond Aud i to r ium.
.  Pane ls ,  and  even ing  speaker  Bob  E . ,  Los  Ange les ,

R ichmond,  CA.
May  10- i2  Reno  Spr ing  Fes t i va l ,  Sparks ,  Nevada .
May 11 ,  CNCA Post  Conference,  Saf  inas ,  CA.
May 17-19, First  Annual  Nor Cal  Woman-To-Woman lnJeekend

For AA l ,Jomen. Reg' i  ster before Apr.  1 ,  i985.
$ tSO.00  pkg /$ l5 .00  Reg.  Fee  l im i ted  to  f i r s t
100  WOMEN.  In fo . .Robyn  F .  (415)  655-5800 .

l iay  18-19,  CNIA Post  Conference,  Fresno,  CA.
June 7-8 ,  NCC Summer  Conference,  E l  Rancho Trop icana

Hote l ,  San ta  Rosa . . .The  WH0LE THING! !  i s  re -
tu rn ing  to  Santa  Rosa.  SUPPORT yourse lves
with a summer conference.

June 28-30,  t ^ l i l l ow Creek  7 th  Annua l  Camp Out  and Con-
ference ,  Camp Ki ntu .  .  .  I  nfo -  Camp Ki ntu ,
c /o  HDCC,  P .0 .Box  751 ,  Eureka ,  CA.95501

Ju ly  4 -7 ,  50 th  In te rna t iona l  A .A .  Conven t ion ,  Mont rea l ,
Canada .  Dead l ine  fo r  advanced  reg is t ra t jon  i s
May  15 ,  1985 . . .Con tac t  your  se rv ice  g roups  fo r
more  in fo .

Aug .  2 -4 ,  S ie r ra  Nevada  Roundup,  Nugge t ,  Sparks ,  Nev .
Oct .  13 ,  NCC Fa l l  Conference,  S tock ton  Aud j to r ium,

Stock ton ,  CA.
Oct .  25-27 ,  Monterey  Young Peop les  Conference,  Monterey

Conference Center,  Monterey,  CA.
0c t .  27 ,  Duf fy  ' s  October fes t ,  Ca l is toga Fa i rg rounds
Nov .  2 ,  CNIA E lec t r ion  Assembly ,  Sacramento ,  CA.
Nov .  23 ,  CNCA Fa l l  Assemb iy ,  Lake  Coun t

NEXT DEADLINE
APRIL 1O

Humboldt County News
19E5 vras welcomed by a

crowd of merrymakers at a
I levl  Year '  s Eve dance spon-
sored by the Sobr iet-v
Soc ie ty ,  an  en thus ias t i c
group tha t  meets  in  Eureka
f ive  t imes a  week.

0n  January  19 ,  the
f i rs t  speaker  meet ing  o f
the year featured Eddie t { .
f rom Gran t ' s  Pass ,  Oregon .
S ince  groups  around here
ho ld  d iscuss ion  meet ings
and many peop le  a ren ' t
able to get to conferences
and meet jngs  ou ts ide  the
areae an  ou t -o f - town
speaker  i s  a  very  spec ia l
occas ion .  Fu ture  n l  ans
jnc lude  Ange l  K . -N .  f rom
Sacramento on l larch i6 and
B j l l  M .  f rom Va l le jo  on
Apri l  20.

There has never been a
Central  0f f ice anywhere in
Humboldt  Count.y.  Many im-
por tan t  serv ices  have been
handl ed by the Humbol dt
Del  Norte Central  Commit tee
(HDcC) .  l , rh i l e  the  message
is  be ing  car r ied  th i s  way ,
many Deople feel  that
hav ing  a  Cent ra l  0 f f i ce
cou ld  p rov ide  many o ther
needed serv i  ces .  Cn Apr i  

' l

13 ,  the  D js t r i c t  i 5  Genera l
Serv ice  Commi t tee ,  in
coopera t ion  w i th  HDCC,  w i l l
ho ld  a  Shar ing  Sess ion  a t
wh ich  a l l  in te res ted  mem-
bers of  the A. A. comrnun' i ty
w' i  I  I  be abl  e to share the i  r
i  deas .  I  t  i : romi ses to be
a  1 ive1y  d ' i scuss ion .

There 's  a  I  o f  o f  good
A.A . ' i n  Humbo ld t  Coun ty .
I f  you ' re  D lann ing  a  t r i p
up here anci vrant to know
about  meet ings ,  we ' re  in
the  phone book  or  wr i te :
HDCC,  P .0 .Box  751 ,  Eureka ,
cA.  95501 .

Barbara lri.
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CONTRA COSTA
CORNER

Hel lo  A . l l :
I t ' s  been  awh i le  s ince

the Contra Costa Corner has
been in the G00D NEWS. My
fau l t ,  bu t  thanks  to  Frank
B. for  wr i t ' ino nie a remin-
der ,  here  i  an l

I  wou ld  l i ke  to  devote
th is  a r t i c le  to  the  Zone
Chairpeoole and the l ' , lCC
de ' legates ,  as  I  fee l  the
Purpose Structure Func-
t ions  book le t  i s  ver ,v  ou t -
da ted  and shou ld  be
rev iser l .  P lease loca te
yours and read the fol low-
ing  pages to  see i f  any  o f
you out there agree with
me.  COVER:  Rev ised Oct .
1972. STRUCTURE: The l ' lCC
Delegates are elected by
the  Groups  (2  to  each
0roup)  and has  a  vo te  in
mak ing  a1  1  dec is ions  o f
the  Counc i l  and  shou ld
consuI t  v r i th  and express
h is  Group 's  consc ience .
D is t r i c ts  sha l l  be  fo rmed
proximate to each other
and shou ld  be  l ' i rn i ted  to
no more  than ten  (10)
Groups to  a  D is t r i c t .
Zones shal I be formed corn-
posed of  Di  str icts proxt ' -
mate to each other and
shou'l d be I i nii ted to no
more  than  ten  ( i0 )  D is -
t r i c ts  to  a  Zone.  (Zone C,
o f  wh ich  I  am the  Cha i r -
person,  cons is ts  o f  th ree
Count ies  and more  than 250
Groups . )  Th is  i s  jus t
part of rny reasons for
fee l ing  tha t  the  book le t
shou ld  be  changed.

I  have tr ied to arrange
a lunch or  b reak fas t  o r
something at  the Fresno
Conference,  bu t  d id  no t
succeed!  I  had hoped i f
we cou ld  a l l  ge t  together ,
WE COULD DISCUSS THIS BOOK-
LET !  Poss j  b ' ly  at  the
Steer ing Commit tee l4eet ing
in  Fresno?

Con t .  on  Page  5

Dear Edi tor  and Good New
Reaciers:

I t  has been my p' leasure
and  p r i v i l ege  over  the
past year to have been
assoc ia ted  w i th  the  G00D
NEWS as your Bay Area Beat
repor te r .  Bu t ,  as  w i th
a l l  se rv ice  jobs  in  A lco -
ho l i cs  Anonymous ,  i t  i s
important that  we rotate.

I  hope I  have been abl  e
to  make a  smal l  con t r ibu-
t ion to the G00D NEWS and' i t s  readers .  Wr i  t i  ng  fo r
you has done a lot  for  me
and my sobr iety th ' is  past
year .

I 'm  sure  Mer i l yn  M. ,
who has done so much for
the  Counc i l  i n  the  pas t ,
w i l l  do  an  exce l len t  j ob
keep ing  you abreas t  o f  a l l
t he  ac t i v i t i es  here  in  the
Bay Area.

Thanks  to  a l1  o f  you ,
and God B less ,  one day  a t
a  t ime .

Lynn B.

BAY AREA BEAT
Thank you,  Lynn B.  ,  fo r
your  cont r jbu t ion  to  the
GC0D NE|, IS.  Your serv ' ice in
the past as the BaY Area
Beat reporter has been one
o f  ded ica t ion .

I  wou ld  l i ke  to  thank
the G00D I'IE!{S staff for
asking me to be your next
reporter f rom th ' is  area.

To quote  Stan  l j . ,  a
pas t  every th ing  in  our
grea t  Ca l i fo rn ia  Nor thern
Coasta l  Area , 'What  goes
around, comes aroundi '  MY
f i r s t  vo lun teer  se rv ice
work was as G00D NEWS
bus iness  manager  when
Roland I , l .  was the heart-
beat of the G00D NEt'lS. At
that t ime G00D NEWS was
only about 20-25 Years o1d'
t  mLt  th ' i s  qu ie t  humble
man at  an NCC Conference
in Richmond many Years ago
s i t t jng  a t  h js  G00D NEhIS
tab le .  I  was  Pr i v i l eged

to  learn  a  g rea t  dea l  in
those few months about our
AA program and al I the
ar t i c les  tha t  were  wr i t ten
at the t i rne to G00D NEWS.

I  was  de l igh ted  to  read
Ken B . ' s  a r t ' i c le  in  the
G00D NEWS on h is  par t i c i -
oat ion in the forrnat ion of
NCC and G00D NEtlS. We are
deep ly  indebted  to  h im and
those 30 or so concerned
AA. members.

As a past NCC SecretarY,
I  appreciate the hard work
o ther  pas t  secre tar ies  d id
to  make  my respons ib i l i -
t i es  eas ie r .  I  had  so
many serv ice  sponsors  tha t
I  used cons tan t ly .

As to our Bay Area, I
feel  the hol ' idays have
gone,  the  ce lebra t ions
Lynn B. spoke of  were
successes and we are al  I
on our way ' into 1985.

Th is  repor te r  went  to
the  De l ta  In te rgrouP o f  AA
' in  F . i  pon,  CA.  on  Jan.  12 th  .
There  is  one hea l thY,  fan-
tas t ' i c  hard-work ing  ser -
v i  ce  group.  S tand ' ing  room
on ' ly .  A lanon had a  grea t
prograrn,  too.  Dinner was
great and the sPeaker
spoke to each of  us about
grow' ing up and how no
matter how I ong we are
sober ,  p rob l  ems s t i  I  I
occur .

Th is  ass ignment  i s  go ing
to  take  me a l  I  over  as  I ' ve
been asked to  he lP  Frank  B.
o f  San Franc isco ,  who is
your coastal  coord' i  nator,
to  cover  sou th  o f  S .F .
down thru lt ionterey, San
Jose,  e tc . ,  so  look  fo r  rne
in  those  a reas  cause  I 'm
on my way to gather new
repor te rs .

I ' l l  have  lo ts  o f
shar ing  to  do  w i th  a l l  o f
you in  the  fu tu re  i ssues
and  the  a r t i c les  w i l l  ge t
be t te r  w i th  exper ience,  I
p romi  se .

hl i  th AA I  ove,
l4er j lyn t t l .
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CCi{TRA. COSTA C0RNEP (Cont. )
There  i s  a  lo t  to  th ink

about in these few para-
.  g raphs .  Hopefu l  l y ,  some
of  you r , r i l1  read th is !  I
rna i led  ou t  over  150
announcements of  the Fresno
Conference and a Zone C
tt ' reet ing for  Feb. 17 .  Af ter
th i s  meet ing ,  I  w i l l  be
ab le  to  te l l  i f  there  are
people i  nterested ' in
N.C.C.A .A .  Wish  me luck !
See you in  Fresno!

Respect ' fu1 1y subr,r i  t ted,
Bet ty  H.  ,  Zone C

* * * *

CELEBRATE AA's
GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY

A SUPERTqARKET OF A. A. EVENTS

At almost any moment of
every  day  and  n igh t ,  you ' l l
have your  cho ice  o f  p ro-
grams. Fr iday and Satur-
day are .oacked with alka-
thons ,  u lo rkshops,  pane l
d iscuss ions ,  and  spec ia l
interest  meet ings f rom
8:C0 a .m.  to  2 :00  a .m.  the
next day--even a marathon
meet ing  runn ing  24  hours  a
day !  And the  Fr iday  n igh t
Big t t leet ing and Sunday
morn ing  Sp i r i tua l  Meet ing
he ld  a t  the  0 lympic  Park
Stad ium w i l l  be  t rans la ted
s imu l taneous ly  in to  F rench ,
Span ' i sh  and German,  as  we l l
as s ' igned for the deaf .

MARVELOUS MONTREAL !

Mont rea l  i s  so  fasc ina t ing ,
so charrnj  ng,  so co1 orful  ,
you w' i l  I  want to al  I  ow
extra vacat ion days to en-
joy  i t .  The s t ree ts  a re
clean and very safe at  any
hour .  An underground c i ty
o f  shops  and bout iques
l inks  a l l  the  cen t ra l
ho te ls  and the  Convent ion
Center.  The wonderful
"Met ro"  tha t  w i l l  car ry  you
between downtown and the

GO[-DEl i  ANNI\ iEi1SA.P.Y (Cont.  )
0 ' l ympic  Park  S tad ium is
immacu la te ,  sw i f t ,  s ' i 1en t
(on  rubber  whee ls ! )  and
even has  l t luzak  p lay ing !
"0. |d lv iontreal  , "  a restored
h is to r i c  sec t ion ,  i s  fu l l
o f  exo t i c  s igh ts .  A
var ie ty  o f  superb  res-
taurants abound everywhere.
41 though the French I  an-
guaEe lends  a  fo re ign
fee l ing  to  l ' {on t rea l  ,  d l -
most everyone you' l  I  meet
speaks  Eng l  i  sh  as  we l  I  .
THE JOY OF L IV ING
The weekend kicks of f
Thursday evening with two
s imul taneous "ge t  acqua i r , -
ted"  dances  a t  the  Conven-
t ion  Center :  one d isco
and the other wi th the
"b id  band  sound . "  The
Fr iday  n igh t  B ig  l?eet ing
with the Flag Ceremony,
the B' ig Show on Saturday
n igh t  and  the  B ig  Sp i r i -
tual  l " ieet ing on Sunday
wi l l  be  he ld  in  the  famed
0 lympic  Park  S tad ium - - the
on ly  s t ruc tu re  la rge
enough  to  ho ld  the  an t j c j -
pated crowd! l4ost  other
events ,  i  ncl  udi  ng v lork-
shops  and  pane l  d j scuss ions ,
w i l l  be  in  the  Conven t ion
Center - -w i th  a lka thons  and
mara thon meet ' ings  sp i l  1  ing
over  in to  the  nearby  ho te ls .
FOR PROCRASTINAT0RS

Dead l ine  fo r  advance reg is -
t rat ion is I ' iay 15--no re-
funds  are  poss ib le  a f te r
that date.  For best room
se lec t ion ,  reg is te r  N0 ln l .
I f  you  can ' t  make  p lans  by
May 15, come anyway! Re-
presentat i  ves wi  I  I  be on
hand a t  the  Convent ion  Cen-
ter i  n I ' iontreal  start i  ng
Ju ly  I  fo r  on -s i te  reg is -
t ra t ion  and to  he lp  you
wi th  hous ing .

HOhl TO REGISTIR

Just f i  I  I  out  the form
(check  ou t  your  serv ice

G0LDEl l  ANNIVERSARY (Cont .  )
committees and Central
Off  ice for  forms and I I {FO)
and send i t  io the address
shown. Regi  s ' l rat i  on fee
for al  I  events-meet ' ings ,
dances ,  shows,e tc .  i s  $30 .
No charge fo r  ch i ld ren
under  12 .  A  prepr in ted
badge w' i1 1 be mai I  ed to
you .  Do  no t  lose  i t !  I t
i s  your  badge fo r  admiss ion
to  a l  I  events .  The cos t  o f
a badge repl acement wi I I be
$S.  P lease  b r ing  i t  w i th
you to Montreal  so you can
be checked in  qu ick ly  a t
the Convent ion Center and
rece ive  your  badge ho lder
a t  tha t  t ime.

Reprinted in part  f rom
A,A'  s Gol den Anni  versarv
;{er:ls I etter.

* * * *

C.N.C.A .  ARCHIVES
COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES

The new CNCA Arch'ives
Commit tee of f icers,  com-
menc ing  January  1 ,  1985,
w i l l  be :

Arch iv i  s t  Le ieune D.
08 Contra Costa

Al ternate
Arch i  v ' i  s t  Agnes F .

09  So lano So.
Secretary
Treasurer  Buzz  G.

03 Santa Cruz
L ib ra r ian  A1  B .

10 Mari  n
New members welcomed to

the Archives Commit tee are:
C la r i se  M. ,  Humbo ld t /De l

Norte
L inn  C. ,  Monte rey
John  H. ,  San  Ben i to /Sa l inas
Dave  Q. ,  San ta  C la ra  So .
Ha l  G. ,  San ta  C la ra  No .
Rose l inde  B . ,  San  Franc isco
Ginny  B . ,  A lameda No.
Cec i l  T . ,  A lameda So .
John J .  ,  Cont ra  Costa
Beu lah  P . ,  So lano  So .
G lenn  C. ,  Sonoma

Con t .  on  Page  7
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TI^IELVE CONCEPTS (Cont.  )
The  R igh t  o f  Dec is ion

is  an  impor tan t  par t  o f
our  Serv ice  s t ruc tu re .
Wor ld  Ser r r i ce  cou ld  no t
func t ion  e f fec t i ve ly  w i th -
ou t  th i s  de lega t ' i on  o f
R ' igh t  o f  Dec js ion  to  se r -
v i ce  represen ta t i ves .  A l  I
A .A.  leaders  and represen-
tat ives are the t rusted ser-
vants of  the group they
represent ; trusted servants
are not,  and rnust not I  et
themse lves  become,  mere ly
messengers .  They  have a
job ,  and  the ' i r  j ob  re -
qu i res  them to  make de-
c ' is ions f rom t ' inre to t ' i r , re.

F ina l ' l y ,  i t  may  a t  t imes
to  tempt ing  to  say ,  "0h
yes ,  we unders tand tha t
the  R i  gh t  o f  Dec" is  i  on  i  s
impor tan t  to  A .A.  Trus tees ,
and to Conference Delegates
at  the  Annua l  Conference
when they are far from
home, but we are c lose to
the groups we represent,
and i t  i s  no  t roub le  fo r
us  to  ge t  a  g roup con-
sc ience on  a lmost  any
i  ssue .  "  To  th ' i s  I  say ,
read aga in  the  Trad j t ions
wi  th  th  j  s  R i  gh t  o f  Dec i  s ' ion
in  m ind .  B i l l  W.  makes  i t
very  c lear  in  the  Twelve
Concepts that  the only way
A.A .  can  func t ion  i s  to
have  dec is jon -mak ing  re -
spons ' ib i  I  i  t y  de l  egated  to
the  A.A.  representa t ' i ves- -
t l :e  t rus ted  servants .  I t
i s  the  du ty - -no t  jus t  an
c rccas ' iona l  p r i v i l ege ,  bu t
t i re  ' ind i  spensab l  e  p r i  v i  -
lege- -o f  these representa-
t i ves  a t  near ly  every  leve l
o f  serv ' i ce  to  exerc ise
the i r  R igh t  o f  Dec is ion .

0 f  course ,  even the
trusted servant can nake a
m' is take .  For  exampl  e ,  i  t
is  hard for  me to remember
dur ing somet ' imes heated
d iscuss ions  tha t  my bes t
f r iend ,  who may present

C o n t .  o n  P a g e  7

The Twelve ConcePts

The R igh t  o f  Dec is ion

I  have of ten at tended
Genera l  Serv ice  meet ings  a t
t ^ rh ich  a  dec is ion  on  a
matter of  some importance
is  necessary .  The mat te r
is  debated  a t  some length- -
the  pros  and cons  are  d is -
cussed- -and the  t ime
ar r i ves  fo r  a  dec is ion .
Too of ten i t  happens that
some representa t ive  w i l l
express  the  op in ion ,  o r
even make a  mot ion ,  tha t
the i  ssue urh i  ch has been
under  d iscuss ion  i s  o f
such  s ign i f i cance  tha t  i t
shou ld  be  taken back  to
the  representa t ives '  g roups
to  ob ta in  a  "g roup con-
sc ' ience"  on  the  sub jec t .
Such an  op i  n ' ion  i  nd i  ca tes
to rne a lack of  under-
s tand jng  o f  the  Twelve
Concep ts ;  i n  par t i cu la r ,
o f  Concep t  I I I ,  and  the
Righ t  o f  Dec is ion  spe l led
out  there .

Each  A .A .  g roup  de le -
ga tes  to  j t s  representa-
t i ve  th i s  R igh t  o f  Dec is ion ,
and ,  r igh t fu l l y  so .  The
represented  group has  no t
had the  benef i t  o f  hear ing
the  d iscuss ions ,  the  p ros
and cons  o f  the  arguments ,
and the  rn inor i t y  v ' iews
wh j ch nornra I 1y ar i se
dur i  ng  such  d iscuss ions .
In  o ther  words ,  the  group
a t  home,  as  a  g roup ,  i s
ne i ther  jn fo rmed enough
nor  qua l i f i ed  enough  in
genera' l  serv j  ce background
to  g ive  an  ob jec t ' i ve  g roup
consc ience ,  and  can  on ly
g ive  a  g roup  op in ion ,
which may be more emot ional
than  log ica l .  I  canno t
make th is  po in t  any  be t te r
than  B i l l  ! t .  has  a l ready
done  in  h is  d iscuss ion  o f
Concep t  I  I  I :  "The  r igh t
A .A .  so lu t ion  fo r  th i s
prob' lern js to be found,
however ,  in  the  la t te r

TWELVE C0NCEPTS (Cont . )
par t  o f  T raCi t ion  Two,
wh ich  prov ides  fo r  " t rus ted
servants .  "  Th i  s  rea l  1y
means that we ought to
t rus t  ou r  respons ib le
leaders  to  dec ide ,  w i th in
the u nderstoocfTFamework
o f_ the i r  du t ies ,  how they
wi I l. i nterpret g1g.pff
their oln author_!_!y and
re s p o n slSi TiT*o-e aEh-
par f , t cu ta r  p rob tem or
s i tua t ' ion  a l  r - t  a r ises .
mlF sort oT TeaderslTp
d isc re t ion  shou ld  be  the
essence o f  "The R igh t  o f
Dec is ion , "  and  i  am cer -
ta ' in that  we need not have
the  s l  igh tes t  fear  o f
q ran t inq  th i s  ind ispensab le
pr iv i lege  a t  near ' l y  every
I  eve I  of  wor l  d serv ' i  ce .  "

I  do  no t  mean to  imp ly
by the above that vre
shou ld  a lways  take  jmme-
diate act ion on everJ. ,
' i ssue.  In  fac t ,  the  oppo-
s i te  i s  o f ten  t rue .  I t  i s
l ' l ise tc defer act ion on a
s ign i f i can t  dec is ion  when
th is  can reasonab ly  be
done.  I t  ' i s  good i f  the
representa t ive  has  a
chance to  re f lec t  over  the
d ' i scuss jons  an , . l  the  po in ts
made a t  a  D is t r i c t  o r  Area
meet ing  and to  d iscuss
these w i th  " iher  represen
tat i  ves as we' i  I  as i^r ' i th
members of  the represented
group.  To  the  ex ten t  tha t
th i s  in  fac t  cons t i tu tes
get t ing  a  "g roup con-
sc ience"  then ,  indeed ,  th j s
j s  va luab le .  Honever ,
there ' is  a b ' ig di  f ference
between pr iva te ,  in fo rmal ,
d iscuss ions  w i th  ind iv i -
dual  group members w' i th
quaf  i t y  sobr ie ty  in  wh ' i ch
in fo rmat ion  can be  ex-
changed  le i su re ly ,  and  a
more formal request at  an
A.A.  meet ing  fo r  a  g roup
consc ience  w i th  on ly
l im i ted  exDosure  on  the
par t  o f  the  group to  a l l
aspec ts  o f  the  I  ssues .
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1985 Gi I IERAL SER.VICE (Cont .  )

4. Lll:at do we mean
by the hand c, ' i '  A.A.?
(Un i ty?  Genera l  Ser -
v i ce?  P . i .?  C .P .C.?
H & I?  L i te ra tu re?  12-
Stepp i  ng? Te1 eserv i  ce?
e tc . . . . . )

FIFTY YEAi iS OF CARING AND
SHARII.iG - GOLDEN MOIVIENTS
OF REFLECTION

1.  What  i s  your  v i s ion
of  tomor row in  A lcoho l ics
Anonymou s ?

2 .  l i ha t  e l se  i s  on
your  minC?

Your Del  egate ' i  nv i  tes and
welcomes your wr i t ten responses
Please send them to :

D iane  0 .
14630 Spr inger  Cour t
Sara toga,  CA.  95070

Repri nted from Januar,v
CI'ICA News I etter

l1{ lLVE CCNCTPTS (Cont.  )
h ' i s  v iewpo in t  ca1nr1y , ' l og i -
ca11y ,  and  unemot iona l l y  

'

can be r 'Jrong, uthi le the
lv i  1d-e-ved rant i  ng radi  cal  ,
whose v iewpo in t  I  may have
of ten  d isagreed w i th  in  the
pas t ,  can  be  r igh t .  De-
c is ' ions  made by  major i t ies
o f  we l l -mean ing  peop le  can
st i  I  I  be wrong. However,
Concept  V  descr ibed "The
Right  o f  Aopea ' | "  -  the
rne thod whereby  the  ind jv i -
dual  A.A. rnember or group
can seek redress for wrong,
or  can re - in i t ia te  debate
on a  sub jec t  wh ich  was fo r -
ma11y dec ided on  a  major i t y
bas is .  Th is  R igh t  o f
Appeal  and Pet i  t i  on ' i  s  sel  -

d .b rn  exerc ised,  bu t  i t  cou ld
be of tremendous intPortance
to  an ' ind iv idua l  o r  to  A 'A '
as a whole i f  at  some t inte
A.A .  leadersh iP  abused  j t s

author i tY or even ' i ts

R igh t  o f  Dec is ' i on .Don  
G.

C.N.C.A .  ARCHIVES (Cont . )

About  seventy - f  i ve  AA 's ,
fami l jes  and f r jends  dropped
by to  v is ' i t  the  Arch ives
Open House he ld  on  Feb.  10
and 1I  at  2917 MacDonald
Ave. ,  R ichmond,  CA.  Some
came from as far away as
Santa  Cruz  and C lear  Lake
to  v iew the  exh ' ib i ts  and
en joy  a  b i t  o f  fe l lowsh ip
over  the  usua l  cup  o f
cof fee and a var iety of
tas ty  cook ies  and candy .
The  s ix th  member  o f  A .A . ,
Char l ' i e  8 . ,  (11 )  Lake ,
sent  in  a  p ic tu re  together
w i th  a  shor t  A .A.  and over -
a l l  p ro f i l e  o f  h imse l f .  A
good t ime was had by a '11
and some suggested  tha t  i t
be  made an annua l  event .

A red cover big book
conta in ing  a  handwr i t ten
l i s t  o f  A .A . ' s  who  au thored
the  s to r ies  in  the  back  o f
the book was donated hy the
fami 1y of  Horace B

Homer D. has donated,
amongs t  o ther  th ings ,  h js
scr ip t  o f  the  "12-Step
P1ay" ,  a  p lay  wh ich  was
wri t ten by him many years
ago .

inasmuch as  read ing
cop ies  o f  the  CNCA h is to ry
has  been l im i ted  to  pas t
and present  o f f i cers ,  as
we l l  as  Arch ives  Commi t tee
members ,  there  i  sn ' t  too
much,  i f  any th ing ,  gener -
a1 ly  known w i th  respec t  to
the  conten ts ,  con f ident ia l
such as  they  are .  Never -
the less ,  Dean K.  recent ly
wro te  a  "D isc la imer "  w i th
regard  to  the  h is to ry ,
which may be looked upon
as be ing  no t  on ly  o f  an
in te res t ing  na ture ,  bu t
qu i te  ' in fo rmat ' i ve  in  j t s
own I  ' imi  ted way. Thus ,  i  t
is  of fered verbat im as
fol I ows :

"0 f  course ,  th is  h is to ry
does not speak for AA. AA
speaks  fo r  i t se l f .  In

C.N.c .A .  ARCHIVES (Cont .  )
add i t ion ,  because o f  the
pauci ty of  informat ion re-
ceived from some communi-
t ies ,  i t  has  been necessary
to depend on informat ion
from one, or somet imes only
two longt imers .  Exper ience
has shown that memories are
sometimes faul ty or dj f fer
as  to  names,  da tes ,  and
sometimes facts.  Because
o f  th i s ,  i n  th i s  h is to ry  i t
has been necessary at  t imes
to  make arb i t ra ry  dec ' i s ions .
And s ince  the  compi la t ion
of  th is  h is to ry  has  ex ten-
ded over a seven-year
per iod ,  the  l i s t i ng  o f  com-
p le te  resource  mater ia l
providers may have been
omi t ted  inadver ten t ly .

" I  have t r ied  to  be  ob-
jec t i ve  in  repor t ing  fac ts ,
wi thout being judgmenta' l  or
op in iona ted ,  in  a l l  sec t ions
of  th is  h is to ry .  However ,
be ing  on ly  human,  and con-
s ider ing  the  length  and
scope o f  th is  document ,
such emot ions may have
crept ' into some chapters
here in .  I f  th i s  has
happenet ' i ,  I  ask the reader
to  fo rc ive  and cons ider
the  overa l l  h is to ry ,
rather than ary personal  i  -
t ies  so  expressed.

" In  genera l ,  wha t  I  am
say ing  js  tha t  I  do  no t
cons ider  myse l  f  persona ' l1y
respons ib le  fo r  e r ro rs  o r
omiss ions  in  th i s  CNCA
HISTOR.Y.  Rather ,  I  hope
the readers r+i  I  I  prov' ide
the correct  informat ion
for the benef i t  of  some
fu ture  h is to r ian  who may
' i  ssue "  V0LUME 2 "  of  th i  s
HISTORY. ' '

Dean  K .  ( i984)
Dean K . ,  pas t  de lega te

and author of  Cl . lCA HISTORY,
Vo lume i ,  passed away on
Deceniber 2,  1984. Memorial
serv ices  were  he ld  on
Decernber 4th at the Cooper
l4ortuary in San Leandro.

I
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