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Northern California Conference Report

What a nice conference at Redding. There r.rere good speakers, good workshops, good fellow-
ship a,nd the weather was good for the most part. tlost people make sure to attend the main
speaker meetings but are unable to attend sonte of the v,rorkshops. At the request of some
of our readers, we tried to get reports on these workshops. 

"'Je 
were unable to cover tirem

all but we did get a couple.

GENERAL SERVICE
SPEAKERS METTING

At the General  Service
Speakers Meet ing at  the
Redd ing  Conference,  Marge K.
spoke o f  the  necess i ty  o f
respons ' i  b le  I  eadersh ip - -
leadersh ip  tha t  inc ludes
t ra in ing  and example .  She
observed tha t  leadersh ip  by
mandate nas rarely ef fect ive.

Marge pointed out that
the  G.  S .  R.  o  a f te r  ob ta i  n ' ing
the  group consc ience o f  h is
or her group on Conference
agenda i tems, becomes a
v i ta l  l i nk  in  the  cha in  o f
communicat ' ion to the dele-
gate and the Gener.gl Service
Confe rence .  The  G.S .R.  i s ,
there fore ,  the  cus tod ian  o f
our  t rad i t ions ,  communica-
t ' ing the power of  the group
consc ience.

"At the t ime I  became a
group  leader , "  Marge  sa id ,
" I  a ' l so  became f lushed w i th
importance and my ego
suffered. We are provided
wi  th  the  sp i  r i  tua ' l  p r i  nc i  -
p1e o f  ro ta t ion  fo r  tha t
purpose.  "  Marge a1  so

stated that she was con-
s idered  a  "b leed ing  deacon"
bu t  tha t  was  a l l  r i gh t  i f
i t  got  the job done. And
she ended by saying that
General  Service,  for  her,
had been the 'most  g ra t ' i -
f -v i  ng exper ience.

A personal note from
th' is reporter--Marge al  so
wal  ks  I  i ke  she ta l  ks  !

Le jeune D.
Moderator

* * * *

GOOD NEbIS WORKSHOP

The G00D NEWS Workshop
on Sunday morning was very
informat ive.  There were
repor ts  on  f inances ,  s ta f f ,
goa' ls and content.  There
is a need for more repor-
ters f rom areas such as
lvlontereyo Santa Rosa and
Redd i  ng .

The staf f  is  busy t ry ing
to expand the Master calen-
dar  in  each jssue and any
help f rom readers regarding
mul t i -g roup func t ions  or
serv ice  meet ings  wou ld  be

I

I

most appreciated. ,
There were many suggest ions
from the f I oor wh i ch ,{^ri I I
be-taken up in greater
de ta i l  i n  a  la te r  i ssue .

A l l  i n  a l l ,  i t  was  a
good workshop.

* * * *

You say  you can ' t  s leep
Saturday  n igh ts?
L is ten  to  an  OPEN A.A .
Meet ing !  12 :30  AM Sunday
morn ing .  KEST,  1450 on
your Al ' i  radio.

;
I
I
I

\
J\im l '1. has a\ked for any
i$sues of the G00D NEt4tS-
from 1975 or I  ater for  the
N.C.C.  a rch ives .  p lease
send issues to the G00D
NEWS and they wi 1 1 be for-
warded to Him.
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COASTAL AREA
,.LINK''

The "Twelve and Twelve"
c lass i f j es  as  "s to rm s ig -
na ls "  any th ing  in ju r ious  to
A.A . ,  and  any  a f f i l i a t ' i on
w i th  ou ts ide  in te res ts .
Are we too concerned about
non-A.A.  I  i te ra tu re?  I f
so ,  we ' re  in  good company
wi th  A .A . ' s  overa l l  con-
sc ience .

In 1954, the Conference
resol  ved not to accept pub-
l i sh ing  r l -gh ts  to  the
"Twenty-Four Hours A Day"
book. In 1972, i t  recom-
mended not to conf i rm the
"TwentY:lerr Hour Book" as
Conference-approved I  i tera-
ture and recommended that

.  when a I  ocal  faci  I  i  ty  so' ld
non-Conference-approved
l ' i te ra tu re ,  i t  shou ld  be
c lear ly  dep ic ted  as  such.
In  1975,  i t  rea f f i rmed tha t
non -Conference -approved
l i te ra tu re  ought  to  be
separa te ly  d isp layed.
F ina11y ,  in  L977 ,  i t  sug-
gested that groups be d' is '
couraged f rom se l l ing
I  i te ra tu re  no t  d is t r ibu ted
by the General  Service
0f f i ce  and the  Grapev ine .

I ron ica l l y ,  i t  seems
that few groups stock or
d ' i sp lay  "The AA Serv ice
Manual "  and "Twel ve Con-
cepts  For  Wor ld  Serv ice" .
One i s  inc l ined  to  wonder
whether  we fu l l y  va lue  and
apprec ia te  our  Th i rd  Legacy
of  Serv ice .

A.A.  ne i ther  endorses
nor  opposes  ou ts ide  l i te ra -
ture.  Let  i t  be emphas' ized
tha t  jus t  one  spec ia l - in -
te res t  except ion  is  capab le
of set t ing a precedent for
anything from Aesop to Zeno.
What we read anonymously,
ou ts jde  o f  A .A . ,  " i n  a l l
ou r  a f fa i r s " ,  as  p r i va te

ind  j v idua l  s ,  " i s  one  th ing .
t lhat  goes on ' i  n A. A. i  s
someth ing  e1se .  T rad i t i on
ought to be paramount.  MaY
our  g roups  eva lua te  the ' i r
autonomy by asking: Are we
informed? Are we responsi-
b l  e?

Frank  B .
San Franc i  sco

* * * *

FLETCH'S TERRITORY
Say a ' l k ies ,  do  those

fo lks  up  in  Redd ing  know
how to put on a conference
or  was I  jus t  d rean ' ing .
Hey, J j rn l '1. ,  that  was not a
b lackou t . . .d reams a re  in
color,  remember? Sure was
n ice  see ing  o1d f r iends  and
meet ing  new ones ,  jus t  as
'it i  s at every tt lCC get-
together .  One th ing  I  love
about the Redd' ing conference
bes i des stayi ng over w'ith
good f r iends  -  Ron C.  ca l l s
i t  mooch ing  -  i s  a f te r  Sun-
day 's  speaker  meet ing  I
head up  ' in to  the  mounta ins
fo r  a  spe l l .  Th is  t ime  I
took  a  47-n i le  wa lk  in to
the  Marb le  Mounta in  l ^ l i l der -
ness to spend some t ime
wi th  my H igher  Power .
A1 k ies  ,  

' l e t  
me te l  I  ya ,

tha t  t rou t  I  pu l led  ou t  o f
C l  i f f  Lake was b ig  -  so  b ig
tha t  our  ed i to r ,  Laur i  N . ,
and my r igorous honesty
won ' t  l e t  me te11  ya  abou t
i t .  Bu t  I  can  te l l  ya  th i s ,
just  before I  tucked mysel  f
in to  tha t  warm s leep ' ing  bag
tha t  f i r s t  n igh t ,  I  spent  a
moment thanking Him for rny
b less ings  -  r i gh t  up  in
f ron t  was  the  fe l lowsh ip
w i th  f r i ends  I  cou ldn ' t
beg in  to  count .  Shor t l y ,  I
fe l  I  as ' leep ,  bu t  He knows
jus t  where  I 'm coming f rom.
Af te r  a l l . . . I  cou ld  s t i l l
be  s leep ing  in  gu t te rs ,
r i  gh t?

Don ' t  s top  read i  n '  j us t
ye t ,  a1k ' ies .  You ,  too ,  can
get to breathe some fresh
mounta in  a i r  -  Nov .  L6-18 ,
the  f i rs t  ever ,  AA Summ' i t
con ference in  Yosemi te
Nat iona l  Park  -  those o f
you who are afraid of  a
bear  n ibb l in '  a t  your  toes
shou ld  ge t  room reserva-
t ions  qu ick ,  bu t  some o f  us
tha t  haven '  t  compl  e ted
Step Two are  p iann ' ing  on
p i t ch in 'a  ten t  and  rough ' in '
i t .  I  guess  a f te r  th ree
days  o f  tha t  we ' l ' l  a l  I
sme l l  l i ke  goa ts .  Bu t
be l ' i eve  me,  gang . . i t  has
been worse ,  i t  has  been
worse .

Before I  let  ya get on
wi th  your  normal  do ings ,
I ' ve  go t  a  ques t ' ion  fo r  ya .
What  do  you th ink  about  a
tear-away page in the G00D
NEWS wi th  an  events  ca len-
dar for  the NCC area? I f
you  can s t i l l  wr j te  w l thout
shak in '  too  much ,  d rop  us
a I  ' i ne  and te l  I  us .  0K?
0K.

Luv  ya ,
, t p

Fa ' i r  Oaks

* * * *

CHANGE THE NAMT OF
THE ' 'GOOD NEI,JS' '?

Some of our readers have ex-
pressed an  in te res t  jn
chang ing  the  name o f  the
G00D NEWS. How do you fee' l
about  i t?  Send your
op in ion  to  the  G00D NEWS.
Resu l t s  w i l l  be  pub l  i shed
in  the  nex t  i ssue .

NEXT DEADLINE

December 10th
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Noy.  2 ,  3 ,  and 4  -  Monterey

Peop' le 's "Conference b.v the
Sea",  l4onferey Convent ion
Center  -  $5 .00  reg is t ra t ion
to :  CCYPAA Reg is t ra t ion

177 Webster  A-211
I lonterey,  CA. 9394C

Nov.  3  -  San Jose
f f i ce in
Sobr ie ty " ,  Emmanue l
Lu theran Church ,  Moorpark  &
Le igh ,  San  Jose ,  CA.
10 :00  a .m.  to  4 :00  p .m.

Nov. 8r_!,_1.0-, l l-Las Vegas
lEth- An nu al--riR;u ndu pn:-
Banquet ,  L ive  Show,  Mara-
thon,  Tenn is -Go l f  Tourna-
ments ,  e tc .  Hear ing  TTY or
Voice (70?) 798-8539
Roundup Commit tee
P. 0. Box 43177
Las Vegas,  Nevada 89116

Nov .  16 ,  L7 ,  18  -  Yosemi te
Nat iona l  Park

Conference.  AA and A lanon
speakerso  mara thon schedu le ,
bu f fe t  and .dance,  s igh t -
see'i ng .
In fo .  Te lephone  (209)

966-53 12
Pre- reg ' i  s t ra t ion ,  $5 .00
Dinner  t i cke ts ,  $18 .00
Mai l :  AA Summi t  Conference

P.  0 .  Box  113
Mar iposa,  CA.  95338

Nov .  17 ,  Uk ' iah
XoFmern*eoesTal Area
E' lec t i  on  Assembl  Y .  Uk i  ah
Fa i rg rounds .  9 :30  reg is -
t ra t ion ,  T rus tee  and  G.S .0 .
Genera l  Mgr .  shar ing ,
lunch ,  L  P .m.  e lec t ' i ons
s ta r t ,  po t - luck  d inner  and
A.A.  speaker  meet ing  w i th
Bob P . ,  New York  G.S .0 .

Nov.  20
fieTJTGr.oup Tradi ti onal
"Gra t j tude N igh t " ,  P iedmont
Communi ty  Church ,  400 H igh-
land  Ave .  8 :15  p .m.
Speaker :  Jack  H . ,  San  Jose

Nov .  2L
Tnan lsg iv ing  Mara thon,
8 :  30  p  .  m.  th ru  l t lov  .  22 ,
9  :30  p  .m.  E l  Cer r i to
Fe l ' l owsh ip ,  112 i  San  Pab lo
Ave.  (near  Pot re ro  Ave.  &
De ' l  Nor te  BART Sta t jon) .
3  p .m.  po t - luck  d inner  and
i t ' s  okay  to  b r ing  food.

ALI'JAYS KEEP IN TOUCH I,IITH
YOUR CENTRAL OFFICTS AND
SERVICE COI4MITTEES FOR I{ORE
INFO AND JOIN AA ACTIVIT IES
TO AVOID THE DREADED ' 'DULL,
BORING At \D GLUM" DISEASE--
AND TELL THEM TO TELL THE
G00D NEt,{S BEFOREHANU] S0
YOUR FRIENDS CAN JOIN YOU.

* * * *

G00D NEWS presents the ex-
per iences of  AAs and others
in te res ted  in  our  p rogram.
0p i  n ions  expressed here ' in
are not to be attri buted to
A ' l coho l ics  Anonymous as  a
who le ,  no r  does  pub l i ca t ion
of  any  ar t i c le  imp ly  en-
dorsement,  e i ther by AA or
the G00D NEWS. I f  you
wou ld  l i ke  to  share  your
v iewpo in ts ,  p lease  send
them to  G00D NEWS,  P.  0 .
Box  5521 ,  S tock ton ,  Ca l  j  -
fo rn ia  95205.

Have courage for  the great
sorrows of  l i fe  and pat ience
for  the smalL ones.  And
when you have accourplished
you r  da i l y  t asks ,  go  to
s leep  i n  peace .  God  i s
awake.

& & $

LET SOBRIETY BE
THE I,IOST IMPORTANT THING

IN YOUR L IFE

When I  was three years
sober ,  A lcoho l  i cs  Anonymous
was not the most important
th ing  in  my  l i f e .  Ge t t ing
wrapped up in the rat-race
of the wor ld was becom' ing
f requent ;  mater ia l  th ings
were  aga in  impor tan t ;  the
contact with my God was
gone.  I  fe ' l t  a lmost  dead-i ns i-.de . Not a mi nute too
soon,  the  thought  o f  n ine ty
meet ings in  n ine ty  days  came
to  me.  Each morn ing  I
dec ided wh ' i ch  meet ing  I
wou ld  go  to ,  then p lanned
my day around that.  I t  was
important for 'me to learn
that everyth ' ing does not
have to be accomp I  i  shed ' in

one day.
The resul  ts of  those

meet ings  gave me fee l ings  o f
aoprec ia t ion ,  g ra t i tude,
en thus iasm,  invo lvement ,  and
oh so much more. I  was
g' iven back the comfort  of
inner  peace.

H & I work has become
very ' impor tan t  in  mY l i fe .
I  v i s i t  the  hosp i ta l  where
i  see peop' l  e so PhYs i  ca1 1Y
s'i ck from al coho'l i  sm that
some are too weak to walk.
I t ' s  an  awfu l  s igh t .  Bu t
to go and share mYsel f  and
to  leave hoPe in  the ' i r
hear ts  i s  a  g i f t  I  never

GOOD NEWS
AA CALENDAR - 1984

Con t .  on  Page  5
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s0th AIII.!IVERSARY
INTERNATIONAL AA CONVENTION

Mont rea l ,  Quebec,  Canada
JTJLY 4-7 ,  1985

Hav ing  ta lked  to  some o f
us who at tended the 1980
Internat ' ional  AA Convent ion' in  New 0r leans .  .  .THE I ' I0RD
is ,  b r ing  the  body ,  the
sp i r i t  w i l l  f o l l ow. . .and  so
i t  seems. '  Peop le  f rom a l l
over  the  wor ld  a t tend ing
and  par t i c ipa t ' i ng  in  the i r
sobr ie ty  to  the  po in t  o f
shar ing  w i th  a  (b rand)  new
one.  I t ' s  a  n ice  though t
tha t  he 's  s t i  I  I  sober  and
the I  nternat i  onal  ' is  h i  s
home group.

Mont rea l  '85  in fo  has
ar r i ved . . .ou r  Cen t ra l
0f f ices and Service Corn-
m' i t tees have the f l ' iers ani
b rochures .  As  groups  or
ind jv idua ls  we may copy
these or obtain more from
G.S.0 . ,  N .Y .  They  a re  VERY
wel  I  done.

Montrea' l  is  in another
country and, al though where
I come from the local
peop le  s t i l ' l  c ross  the  bor -
der  w i th  ease,  the  Cana-
d' ian Travel  Bureau states
the need for two IDs
(e i ther  b i r th  cer t i f i ca te
or  passpor t )  and  a  d r i ve r ' s
I  i  cense .

i t  i s  a  good idea to
change the necessary funds
to Canadian here at  a con-
ven ien t  bank  and,  o r  course ,
they  w i i l  change whatever
is  le f t  on  your  re tu rn .
Use o f  Canad ian  cur rency  is
appreciated even at  the
la rger  es tab l  j shments  tha t
w i l l  accept  and exchange
U.  S .  do l  I  a rs  .  I  be l  ieve  we
treat Canadian currency
wi th  equa l  d iscomfor t  here .

Mont rea l  i s  b ' i - l i nqua ' l
(  F rench/Eng l  i  sh  )  so  d5n ' t
be  surpr ised  i f  the  na t ives
speak to you in French be-

fo re  knowing you can ' t .
(t '1aybe you I ook French . )
I ' ve  found th rough our
fami l y ' s  t rave ls  tha t
Canad ' ians ,  French or  o ther -
w ' i se ,  a re  a  respons ive
soc ie ty . . .You  smi le  and
they  smi le .  The  po f  i t i -
ca1  1y-mot iva ted  v io lence is
a  th ing  o f  the  pas t ,  bu t
i t ' s  a  good  idea  to  avo id
tha t  d iscuss ion  as  you may
miss  a  few hours  o f
meet i  ngs .

I f  you have t jme for
s igh tsee ing ,  the  Gray
Lines-Voyager is recom-
mended w' i th THE French City
o f  Quebec,  a  g rea t  tour ,
and 0ld l ' ' lontreal  ,  a f ine
and easy  tour .

Weather in July sounds
I  i  ke  San Franc j  sco- -HOT,
wi th  lows a t  approx .  50
and  h ighs  a t  80 .

Even for your shorter
weekend  v is i t s ,  $600 .00  o f
new merchand ise  is  a l lowed
duty f ree wi th the Cana-
d ian  Amer ican cus toms
process ever po1 i te and at
ease .  0n  my las t  t r i p
back from Nova Scot ia ure
met  another  f r iend  o f
B i l  1  H .  ' s  work ing  Cus toms.
A .A .  i s  in te rna t iona l ,  have
fun  a t  i t . . .

Love ,
l,Ji l & Lucy tt4.

* * * *

**r NOTE ***

Th is  i s  the  f i r s t  o f  a
ser ies  o f  a r t i c les  on  The
Tv le lve  Concepts .  These
ar t i c les  a re  no t  meant  to
g ive  anyone a  thorough
unders tand ing  o f  the  Con-
cepts - -such an  unders tand inq
can only come froni  careful
s tudy  o f  them,  f rom B i l l
t r ' , | .  's  exposi t ion of  them
which  ex is ts  in  our  Serv ice
Manua l ,  and f rom an under -

s tand ' ing  o f  the  h is to ry  o f
Al cohol i cs Anonymous . How-
ever ,  i t  has  been my ex-
per ience tha t  ou ts ide  o f
Genera l  Serv ice ,  most  mem-
bers  o f  A lcoho l ics  Anony-
mous have scarcely heard
of the Twelve Concepts;  and
even w i th in  Genera l  Serv ice ,
many are  no t  as  fami l ia r
wj  th the Concepts as they
migh t  l i ke  to  be .  These
ar t i c les ,  then ,  a re  meant
to  p rov ide  on ly  a  b r ie f
in t roduc t ion  to  the  Con-
cepts wi th the hope that
many readers wi I I go on to
study them further.

Just  t^ lhat  are the func-
t ions  o f  the  Twelve  Con-
cepts?  I  regard  them,  jn
con junc t ion  w j th  the  Con-
fe rence Char te r  i t se l f ,  as
serv ' ing a purpose for mem-
bers  o f  A .A.  as  we l l  as  fo r
those a lcoho l ics  who are
s t i l l  su f fe r ing ,  very  much
I  ' i ke  the  e  ons t i  tu t i  on  o f
the  Un i ted  Sta tes  and the
B i l l  o f  R iqh ts  se rve  the
peop le  o f  the  Un i te t l
S ta tes .  The Concepts  spe l  1
out the system of checks
and ba lances  wh ich  are  a
par t  o f  the  Serv ice  s t ruc-
tu re ,  j us t  as  the  U .S .
Cons t i tu t ion  spe11s  ou t  the
checks and bal  ances for
U.S.  governmenta l  s t ruc tu re .
They descnibe the s3rstenr
whereby we can feel  conf i -
den t  in  A .A .  tha t  no  s ing le
penson or group of  persons
can ever  become in f luent ia l
enough to  have a  de t r imenta l
e f fec t  on  our  fe l lowsh io- -
our  leaders  a re  bu t  t rus ted
servants ;  they  do  no t
govern.  The Conceots are
thus fundamenta' l  to the
long- te rm cont inuat ion  o f
the A.A. fe l lourshjp as ' . . Ie
knot^l i t.

Don  G. ,  D is t r i c t
Commi ttee I'4ember
San Franc isco
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BAY AREA BEAT
Sor ry  I  cou ldn ' t  be  in

Redd ing  to  par take  in  the
I  ove  and shar i  ng  a t  the
Conference; but I  under-
stand al  I  went wel  

' l  (as
usua l  ) ,  and  I  ce r ta in ly
p lan  to  "ge t  there"  nex t
spr ing !

In  the  meant ime,  the re 's
been L0TS of act ion around
here .  The San Fran A l  ano
Club ce lebra ted  the i r  2nd
Ann iversary  a t  the  525
Sut te r  S t .  address  over
the weekend of  I0/5 & 7.
The  agenda  inc luded  a  m in i -
a lka thon,  a  rummage sa le /
bazaar ,  games,  and Sy lv ia
M.  as  the  Sat .  n ' igh t  lead
and  B i l l  A .  on  Sunday
even ' ing .

Octoberfest at Myrtl e-
da le  was a  smash ing
success ,  too .  He ld  on
L0/21  a t  the  Napa Co.
Fa i  rgrounds
speaker mee
fo11 or^red by
Sheboygan B
Brown Bread
l i sh !  Tha t
t r i c t  70-Sc
serv i  ce  "SL
Th is  event
booths ,  a  r
f i  1 mstr i  ps
a  12-Step  I
05  cha i rmar
the speake
meet i  ng .  t
and I  ' ive mr
topped of f

A  b ig  H i
he ld  a t  th t
group ' in Si
Costumes re
sub l  ime t
and ever l
t ime f ig r
who.  Th
group m€
8PM,  a t
at  Diamor
Add ison 5

Th is  90-minu te  c losed
speaker -d i  scuss ' ion  group
inv j tes  a l l  o f  you  to  come
and share  your  sobr ie ty
w i th  them.

The CNCA E lec t ion  Assem-
b1y  w i l l  be  he ld  on  I I / I7
a t  the  Uk iah  Fa i rg rounds .
The  Th i rd  Legacy  e lec t ion
procedure  beg ins  a t  1  PM
fo l  I  ow ing  the  10 :30  AM
shar ing  sess ion  and po t -
I  uck  I  unch .  Th i  s  w i  I  I  be
a  very  exc ' i t jng  day  as  we
see our new Area of f icers
chosen and see our  serv ice
s t ruc tu re  in  ac t ion .  A l l
A. A. members are wel corne
at CNCA Assembl ies and we
hope to see many of you
there .

We are  an t ' i c i  pa t i  ng  the
Hol iday  Season,  and some
ce lebra t ions  are  a l ready
schedu led ,  such as  the  6 th
Annua l  Coas ts ide  A .A .
Chr is tmas Par ty  to  be  he ld

SOBRIETY-THE MOST IMPORTANT
THING (Cont .  )

want to qu' i t  g i  v i  ng .  I
have watched the progress
of recovery being performed
r igh t  in  f ron t  o f  ny  eyes .
I  have  seen  s ick ,  s i ck
pat ien ts  become a l i ve  and
we l l  members  o f  A lcoho l i cs
Anonymous.

In  ja ' i l  s  and  pen i ten -
t ia r ies  -  the  same p ' laces
that had me at  one t ime -
peop le  s i t  w i th  a l l  f reedom
removed and no th ing  le f t
i ns ide ,  inc lud inq  the  u r i l l
to  I  i ve .  Many o f  these
peop ' le  don ' t  know a  d i f fe r -
ent way to I  ive because
they 've  never  exper ienced
i r .

I  once went  to  Juven i le
Ha l l  to  share  w i th  th ree
young g i r1s .  One was there
for armed robbery of  a phar-
macy her boyfr iend had
commit ted--she took the


