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RESPONSIBILITY - NOT A FOUR.LETTER WORD

The word  I ' respons ib i l i t y "  i s  a  word  o f  nany  le t te rs .  For  me,
the def in i t ion of  the word is another word of  rnany let ters,
t roppor tun i t ies" r  3s  used in ' . , th is  tex t  means "sp i r i tua l  oppor t -
un- i t ies t t ,  w i th  no  inp l i ca t ion  to  the  four  le t te r  word  "workr ' .

When I  say I  am an Alcohol ic,  I  an also naking a commit tnent
and au toura t ica l l y  assuming cer ta in  respons ib i l i t i es  to  AA as  a
whole.  As a member of  Alcohol ics Anonynous i t  is  ny respon-
s ib i l i t y  to  upho ld  the  s t ruc tu re  and pr inc ip les ,  and preserve
the  t rad i t ions  and our  her i tage.  A  respons ib le  person is
answerab le ,  re1 iab le ,  dependab le ,  and ac ts  in  a  respons ib le

-manner .  I  fee l  a  respons ib i l i t y  to  rny  home group,  to  make
LZ s tep  ca l l s ,  to  make sure  the  doors  a re  a lways  open,  to
a t tend i t s  neet ings  regu la r ly .  In  ny  g roup,  I  am a lso
respons ib le  fo r  sponsor ing  and he lp ing  the  newcomer  deve lop
and grow by guiding thern into act ion,  to give f reely what
has  been g iven f ree1.y .  There fore ,  i t  i s  rny  respons ib i l i t y  to
learn sonething about the program so I  have sonething to
give array.  Being responsible is to get involved, which takes
persona l  sac r i f i ces .  My  respons ib i l i t y  l i es  to  the  o1d- t ine r
a lso .  They  lend a  s tab i l i z ing  in f luence in  the i r  shar ing .
I  a lso  nus t  share  my g i f t  o f  fa i th  w i th  o thers  and o f fe r  my
serv ices ,  depend ing  upon what  par t i cu la r  ta len ts  I  nay  have.
There  is  a  need fo r  a l l  o f  us .

In  th i s  new sober  l i f e ,  I  w i l l  be  p resen ted  w i th  respons ib i l i t i e
to  the  wor ld ,  as  a  good  c i t i zen .  Our  12 th  s tep  re fe rs  to  th i s .
As  a  sober  c i t i zen  I  am ready  to  accep t  these  respons ib i l i t i es
outs ide  o f  AA,  such as  in  my hone and to  ny  loved ones ,  iob ,
church ,  ne ighborhood,  and assoc ia tes .  I  have a  mora l  respon-
s ib i l i t y  to  use  the  12  s teps  as  a  too l  to  recovery  and  to
accept  the  AA program fo r  rnora l  regenera t ion .  Sober ,  I  can
take  fu1 l  respons ib i l i t y  i n  ny  dea l ings  w i th  o thers .  I  can
nake dec is ions  and take  the  respons ib i l i t y  fo r  my ac t ions  and
for  any  darnage to  o thers .

Cont inued on Page z
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"Easy  Does  I t " ,  i s  no  excuse  fo r  avo id ing  respons ib i l i t i es .
f rKeep  i t  S imp le " ,  does  no t  mean to  be  ine f fec t i ve .
r r le t  I t  Beg in  Wi th  Me" ,  speaks  fo r  i t se l f  .

The  resu l t s  o f
expe r i ences r r .

Le  Juene  D .
* *

I f  we  ba r  t he
and  loose  the

KOIT  FM -  S .F .

* *

* *

' r sp i r i t ua l  oppo r tun i t i es  a re  t r sp i r i t ua l

P ino le
:t * * rt * rt * tr rt * rt rt * * * *

door  to  changer  w€  do  i ndeed  shu t  ou t  l i f e ,
f reedom to  fo l l ow  ou r  own  s ta rs .

,  CA .

* * * * * * * * * r t t r * * * * * *

Two d runks  s taggered  ou t  o f  t he  ba r
and  one  l ooked  up  i n  the  sky  and  says
to  t he  o the r ,  r f f t r s  r ea l l y  l a t e ,  t he  sun
i s  r i s i ng . "

The  second  d runk  sa id ,  "No ,  you f re
c razy .  I t  I  s  t he  moon  se t t i ng . t t

Jus t  t hen  ano the r  d runk  passes  by  so
they  dec ide  to  ask  h i rn  wh ich  i t  was .

I 'Gosh ,  f  don r t  know .  I  don t t  l i ve
around here !  t t

* ?t * * tr * * * rt tc * * * * * tr *

I t  has  t oThe  pod  w i l l  no t  g row in  the  shadows  o f  t he  t ree .
ro11  away ,  f ree .
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WHAT THE TWELVE TMDITIONS MEAN

The  Twe lve  T rad i t i ons  o f  A l coho l i cs  Anonynous  a re ,  p ragmat i ca l l y
a  l i s t  o f  t he  n i s t akes  t he  Soc ie t y  made  du r i ng  i t s  g row th .
Rep resen t i ng  t he  d i s t i l l ed  expe r i ence  o f  AArs  pas t ,  t he  T rad i -
t i ons  a re  the  bas i c  p r i nc ip les  by  wh ich  members  work  toge the r
co l l ec t i ve l y  and  re l a te  as  a  who le  t o  t he  wo r l d  (Un i t y ) .  B i l l
W.  sa id  tha t  by  adher ing  to  these  p r i nc ip les ,  t fAA  canno t
poss ib l y  be  sp l i t  apa r t  by  po l i t i c s ,  r e l i g i ous  d i f f e rences ,
money ,  p ro fess iona l i sm ,  pub l i c  con t rove rsy  o r  by  o1d - t ime rs
who  take  a  no t i on  to  be  b ig  sho ts "

The  Twe lve  T rad i t i ons  were  f i r s t  pub l i shed  i n  1946  i n  the  AA
Grapev ine  and  go t  a  n i xed  recep t i on .  0n1y  M Groups  i n  d i re
t roub le  took  then  se r ious l y .  0 the rs  i lwe re  obv ious l y  bo red [  as
they  l i s tened  to  B i l l  expound  on  these  tene ts .  Many  a  g roup
wro te  h i n  l e t t e r s  wh i ch  sa id  i n  e f f ec t ,  "B i l l ,  we rd  l ove  t o  have
you  come and  speak .  Te l l  us  where  you  used  to  h ide  you r
bo t t l es . . . how  you  f i na l l y  sobe red  up .  Bu t  p l ease  don r t  t a l k
anymore  abou t  t hose  danned  T rad i t i ons .  t '

T i rne  has  changed  a l l  t ha t .  The  ave rage  AA rnember ,  hope fu l l y ,
knows  tha t  t he  cha in  o f  recove ry  i n  t he  Fe l l owsh ip  i s  on l y  as
s t rong  as  i t s  weakes t  1 ink .  Thus ,  f ew  wou ld  de l i be ra te l y
exp lo i t  o r  t anper  w i th  the  p r i nc ip les  embod ied  i n  t he  T rad i t i ons
rea l i z i ng  they  a re  the  key  to  the  Un i t y ,  f unc t i on ing ,  and  even
the surv iva l  o f  AA.

Here  a re  the  T rad i t i ons ,  w i th  a  capsu le  exp lana t i on  o f  each :
1 .  f 'Ou r  conmon  we l fa re  shou ld  cone i , . f i r s t ;  pe rsona l  recove ry
depends  on  AA un i t y . "  (The  g roup  mus t  su rv i ve  o r  t he  i nd i v i -
au i f  w i l l  no t .  )

or  our  g roup purpose there  is  bu t  one u l t imate  au thor i ty
a  lov ing  God as  He rnay  express  H inse l f  in  our  g roup consc ience.
Our  leaders  a re  bu t
The  co l lec t i ve  vo ice

t rus ted  servan ts ;  they  do  no t  govern . "
o f  t h e  s r o u p  i s  t h e  f f l a w r r  a n d  t h e  r r l e a d e r t t

any  one  pe rson .

@ent  fo r  AA nembersh ip  i s  a  des i re  to  s top
dr inking."  Alcohol ics become members whert  thpy :aZ_ gy _al_e.
4 .  "EaEh gr  ing
o ther  g rgqps  or  AA as  a  who le . "  The group,  l i ke  the  ind iv idua l ,
necessdr i l y  con forns  to  p r inc ip les  wh ich  

-guarantee  
surv iva l .

Cont inued on  Page 4
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5. f  f  Each group has but one pr i rnary purpose to carry i ts
message  to  the  a lcoho l i c  who  s t i l l  su f fe rs . "  I t  i s  the  g rea t
pgrad,g} .of 4A that lnembers can seldorn keep sobffi
gl -ve I -E away.

6.  r rAn AA group ought  never  endorse,  f inance,  or  lend the AA
name to  any  re la ted  fac i l i t y  o r  ou ts ide  en te rp r i se  l es t  p rob lens
o f  money ,  p rope r t y  o r  p res t i ge  d i ve r t  us  f rom ou r  p r i na ry
pu rpose . "  AA  canno t  be  a l l  t h ings  to  a l l
t r y .

7  .  r fEvery AA group ought  to
ou t s i de  con t r i bu t i ons . f r  John

be fu l l y  se l f -suppor t ing ,  dec l in ing
D.  Rocke fe l l e r  sa id .  r rMoney  wou ld

spo i l  i t  a l l . f f  know in thffi eve r  pays  t he  p lDe r  ca l l s  t he

g.
but
one

I 'A lcoho l ics  Anonymous shou ld  remain  fo rever  nonpro fess iona l ,
our  serv ice  centers  nay  enp loy  spec ia l  workers . f '  One- to -
work  w i th  fe l low a lcoho l ics  i s  never  pa id  fo r .  bu t - f f i l d

unct] .on w - t lme  se rv l ce  Worke rs  as  We

9.  f rAAr  as  such,  ought  never  be  organ ized;  bu t  we may c rea te
serv ice  boards  or  commi t tees  d i rec t l y  respons ib le  to  those they
serve . "  The a i rn  o f  our  serv ices  is  to  b r ing  sobr ie ty  w i th in  the
reach o f

10 .  "A lcoho l ics  Anonyrnous  has  no  op in ion  on  ou ts ide  issues l
hence the AA name ought never be drawn into publ ic controversy."
AA does  no t  take  s ides ,  ever ,  in  pub l i c  con t roversy .

1L .  I 'Our  pub l i c  re la t ions  po l i cy  i s  based  on  a t t rac t ion  ra ther
than promot ion ;  we need a lways  na in ta in  persona l  anonymi ty  a t  th
leve l  o f  p ress ,  rad io  and  f i lms . "  Persona l  anb i t i on  has  no
p lace  in  AA.  We seek  pub l ic i t y  fo r  nber

L2.  I 'Anonymi ty  i s  the  sp i r i tua l  foundat ion  o f  a l l  our  t rad i t ions
ever  ren ind ing  us  to  p lace  p r inc ip les  be fo re  persona l i t i es . ' l
Subordinat j .ng personal  a ims to the conmon gqo!_r!_t l re essence
o
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HOSPITAL & INSTITUTION COMMITTEE -  NCCAA

When  we  speak  o f  Hosp i t a l  €  I ns t i t u t i ons  r  w€  a re  d i r ec t l y
re l a t i ng  t o  t he  9 th  T rad i t i on :  f 'AA ,  4s  such ,  ough t  neve r  be
o rgan ized l  bu t  we  may  c rea te  se rv i ce  boa rds  o r  commi t tees  d i -
r ec t l y  r espons ib l e  t o  t hose  t hey  se rve . t t

The  spa rk  o f  hosp i t a l  wo rk  was  se t  i n t o  ac t i on  by  B i l l  W .  and
Dr .  Bob  when  they  rea l i zed  they  found  fo r  t hemse lves  a  way  to
he lp  one  ano the r ,  bu t  sp i r i t ua l l y  knew tha t  t hey  mus t  t r y  t o
he lp  o the rs  thus  they  sea rched  the  hosp i ta l s  and  found  ou r
S rd  member .  ( L935  '  f rAu \  Cones  o f  Age t ,  pg .  7? ) .

I t  wasn r t  un t i l  L942  when  then  Warden  o f  San  Quen t in ,  C l i n ton
Du f f y ,  l ooked  ove r  f i l es  and  hav ing  know ledge  f ron  be ing  i n  and
around San Quent in  many years,  found that  most  o f  the i runates
were there behind a lcohol  -  perhaps he reai lT-e Jack Alexander
Sa tu rday  Even ing  Pos t  a r t i c l e ,  bu t  however  o r  wha teve r ,  he  con -
tacted Warren T.  f rom Richnond -  and a long wi th  an inrnate named
R ica rdo ,  t he  f i r s t  i ns t i t u t i on  nee t i ng  was  he ld ,  w i t h  success .

I n  June  L946 ,  mee t i ngs  we re  reques ted  a t  Fo l som.  The  doo rs
were  open  and  ou r  work  was  cu t  ou t  f o r  us .

By  L947 ,  Nor the rn  Ca l i f o rn ia  Counc i l  o f  A l coho l i cs  Anonymous  wa :
es tab l i shed  fo r  commun ica t i on  to  New York ,  be fo re  the re  was  a
Gene ra l  Se rv i ce  O f f i ce r  4s  we  know  i t  t oday .  These  f ac t s  a re
inpo r tan t  t o  se t  t he  h i s to ry  o f  Hosp i ta l  6  I ns t i t u t i on  Conmi t te r
i n  Nor the rn  Ca l i f o rn ia .  Fo r  i n  t he  Purpose ,  S t ruc tu re ,  Func t i o r
o f  Nor the rn  Ca l i f o rn ia  Counc i l  o f  A l coho l i cs  Anonymous ,  i t
c l ea r l y  s t a tes :

f rTh i s  Conmi t tee  bea rs  the  t remendous  task  o f  b r i ng ing
the  message  to  those  un fo r tuna tes  i n  Hosp i ta l s  and  Pena l
I ns t i t u t i ons .  I t  ope ra tes  as  a  sepa ra te  commi t t ee ,  en t i r r
l y  se l f - con t ro l l ed ,  bu t  as  a  pa r t  o f  t he  No r the rn  Ca l i f o r ,
n i a  Counc i l  . t t

I 'A t  t he  t ime  o f  pub l i ca t i on  o f  t h i s  pa rnph le t  t he re  a re  ov r
300  AA members  se rv ing  i n  t he  work  o f  t h i s  comrn i t t ee  and
more  a re  needed .  0ve r  70  i ns t i t u t i ons  a re  be ing  se rv i ced
da i l y  o r  week l y  and  t he  wo rke rs  t r ave l  ove r  3 r000  n i l es
each  week  i n  ca r r y i ng  t he  nessage .  r ' (Today ,  1981 ,  t he re

Con t inued  on  Page  6
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HOSPITAT q  INSTITUTION -  cont .  f rom Page 5

are  151  fac i l i t y  meet ings  covered  by  some 2500  AA nembers
and  s t i l l  more  a re  needed) .

In  the  ear ly  days ,  g roups  f rom d i f fe ren t  c i t ies  took  the  respon-
s ib i l i t y  to  cover  the  meet ings  in  the  f i r s t  two  p r i sons ,  Fo lsom
and San Quent in .  But  as  i s  na tura l ,  egos  go t  in  the  way and com
meet ing  n igh t ,  somet imes severa l  g roups  o f  peop le  f rom d i f fe ren t
fe l lowsh ips  wou ld  show up and s ince  we a l l  a re  anx ious  to  car ry
THE message- -arguments ,  even f i s t  f igh ts  were  the  order  o f  the
n lg - t r t .  For  th is  reason,  Hosp i ta l  6  Ins t i tu t ion  had to  become
organ ized.  F i rs t ,  i t  wou ld  g ive  a  foundat ion  to  pern i t  the
comni t tee  to  cont inue ad  in f in i tu rn .  Menbers  come and go ,  bu t
the  corun i t tee  cont inues .  Second,  the  prob lens  wh ich  may ar ise
a t  the  fac i l i t i es  a re  reso lved w i th in  the  f ramework  o f  the
commi t tee .  The fac i l i t y  admin is t ra to rs  have one foca l  po in t  to
tu rn  to  in  such cases ,  ra ther  than seek ing  ind iv idua ls  unab le  to
speak fo r  o r  to  any  prob lem.  In  tu rn ,  commi t tee  members  may
seek ass is tance and adv ice  fo r  p rob lems encountered  in  the i r
par t i cu la r  fac i l i t y ,  w i th  the  knowledge tha t  the  conb ined conrn i t
tee  exper ience w i l l  have faced and so lved jus t  such a  prob lem
in  the  pas t .  Thusr  i lo  one is  en t i re ly  a lone in  the  overa l l' e f fo r t  

to  serve .  Areas  o f  respons ib i l i t y  had to  come in to  e f fec
such as  Genera l  Cha i rnan,  Reg iona l  Cha i rnan,  Area  Cha i rman,
coord ina to rs ,  con tac t  cha i rmen and  o thers ,  as  more  p r i sons ,
ja i l s ,  j uven i le  ha l1 ,  honor  fa rms ,  a lcoho l  t rea tment  cen te rs ,
c i ty  and communi ty  psych ia t r i c  hosp i ta ls  were  open ing  the  locked
doors  to  A lcoho l ics  Anonymous.

For fur ther informat ion on our structure,  ask your area chairman
or  anyone invo lved in  Hosp i ta l  &  Ins t i tu t ion  work  to  see our
t tp ink f t  panph le t  s t ruc tu re .

Next  comes l i te ra tu re  -  how were  we to  p rov ide  a l l  the  needed
l i te ra tu re?  B ig  books ,  12  and  L2 ,  As  B i l l  Sees  I t ,  AA Comes o f
Age,  and a l l  Conference-approved l i te ra tu re ,  dea l ing  w i th
RECOVERY.  At  f i r s t  ind iv idua ls  p rov ided i t ,  bu t  as  our  respon-
s ib i l i t i es  in  fac i l i t i es  inc reased ,  so  d id  the  need  fo r  l i t e ra -
tu re .  Once aga in ,  the  in te l l igence o f  the  recover ing  a lcoho l ic
came upon an idea why not pass around a can at  group rneet ings
w i th  an  exp lana t ion  the  penn ies ,  n i ck les ,  d imes ,  quar te rs  d roppe
in to  the  can was fo r  the  l i te ra tu re  fo r  pa t ien ts  and inmates .
Good idea! But how to make the cans more neaningful  to groups?

Cont inued on  Page 7
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HOSPITAL  q  INSTITUTION -  con t .  f r om Page  6

I 'Paint  them Pinkt t  so we now have our  t tp ink canstr  which are
passed  separa te  f ron  the  Groups  7 th  T rad i t i on  and  on  a  vo lun ta ry
bas i s  i t  wo rks .  Today  ou r  budge t  f o r  l i t e ra tu re  i s  $19 r500
and  i s  be ing  ne t  by  a l l  you  who  wan t  t o  con t r i bu te  to  th i s  t ype
o f  LZ  S tep  wo rk .

The  l as t  8  yea rs  we  have  pa r t i c i pa ted  i n  an  A11  S ta te  Hosp i ta l  q
Ins t i t u t i on  Conn i t t ee  Con fe rence .  Th i s  con fe rence  i s  he ld
each  May  and  the  pu rpose  has  been  and  i s  now,  to  g i ve  M members
the  oppo r tun i t y  t o  mee t  w i t h  p ro fess iona l s  i n  va r i ous  f i e l ds
once a year  to  learn how we can cooperate wi th  thern in  help ing
the  a l coho l i cs  who  a re  con f i ned  i n  i ns t i t u t i ons  and  hosp i ta l
t r ea tmen t  f ac i l i t i e s .

I n  c l os i ng ,  l ook  a round  you r  g roup ,  t he  f e l l owsh ip ,  i n  a rea ,  i n
d i s t r i c t s  and  a l l  o f  A l coho l i c s  Anonymous  t o  l i s t en ,  mee t  and'  
hea r  f r on  peop le  who  f i r s t  hea rd  t he  message ,  "Th i s  message  o f
recove ry  th rough  the  Hosp i ta l  6  I ns t i t u t i on  Corun i t t ee .  Fo r  as  B i l

_  W.  sa id ,  " I f  t he  se rv i ce  i s  needed ,  t he re  i s  on l y  one  ques t i on
keep  i t  we  mus t  e l se  t hose  who  haven f t  hea rd  may  d i e " .

Pa t  S . ,  H i s to r i an
Nor the rn  Ca l i f o rn ia  Hosp i ta l  G  Ins t i t u t i on  Cornmi t tee

I ' I fm  ve ry  so r r y  bu t  I  can r t  d i agnose  you r
t roub le ,  Mahoney .  I  t h ink  i t  r nus t  be
d r i nk .  "

r rDon f  t  wo r r y  abou t  i t ,  D r .  Ke11y .  I r 11
come  back  when  you r re  sobe r . f f

The  F resno  P ipe l i ne  -  F resno ,  Ca .
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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA COUNCIT OF

Do you know what Zone you are in?
Do you know who your Zone Chairnan is?
Be a  par t  o f  -  ge t  i nvo lvgd . . . . .  o  o . .

See the June issue of  Good News for a
message from your Zone Chairnan.

1 2 - Z 0 t { E s
N O  C A L t F .  C 0 U N c l L

O F
A L C O H O L I C S  A N O N Y M O U S

//:?

zo
H

E\

J A l t .  l 9  6 5
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NCCAA ZONE D COMMITTEE MEETING

The meet ing  w i l l  be  he ld  a t  the  A lano Tr iang le  C lub ,
500  A  S t ree t ,  Hayward ,  CA,  a t  L1 :00  A .M. ,  Sa tu rday ,
Apr i l  L8 th .  A11 NCCAA de legates  in  Zone D are  urged
to  a t tend,  bu t  the  neet ing  is  open to  a l l  AA members .

Joanne P. ,  Hayward ,  CA.

NCCM ZONE K COMMITTEE MEETING

Zone K De legates  w i l l  ho ld  a  meet ing  Saturday ,  May Znd,
a t  10 :50  A .M. ,  i n  T racy  253L  Ho1 ly  Dr i ve ;  T racy
Fe l lowsh ip  i s  Hos t .

Each group is  en t i t led  to  two vo t ing  De legates .
The purpose of  Zone Meet ings is to give members a
bet te r  p ic tu re  o f  the  work ings  o f  our  Nor thern
Cal i fo rn ia  Counc i l  o f  AA and to  d iscuss  mat te rs
a f fec t ing  our  NCC Conferences .

De legates  are  urged to  a t tend.  As  w i th  a l l  serv ice
ac t i v i t i es ,  a l l  nembers  a re  we lcome.

Cather ine  S . ,  S tock ton ,  CA.

NCCAA ZONES A B C E.  F H JANDM

Aga in ,  where  a re  you???????

DeadL ine  fo r  nex t  i ssue  i s  May  10 ,  l -981 .

P lease ca l l  your  neet ings  and g ive  de legates  o f  NCCM a
chance to  be  a  par t  o f .  Wr i te  to  me d i rec t l y ,  and I  w i l l
be glad to seidl-T-7Fery labels for youl announcement of
meet ings .  I t  i s  another  n ice  way to  car ry  the  nessage.

G lo r ia  P .  Ed i to r



APRIL /MAY 1981 GOOD NEWS PAGE ]-O

COMING ATTMCTIONS

Apr  L0
11
LZ

Apr  25

4th Annurl Sie::g Roun9gl-wanana  HoEe I
Yosen i t e  Pa rk ,  Ca l i f o rn i a

A11  Groups  t  Day  -  Eas t  Bay  In te rg roup

For  more  i n fo rna t i on  ca l l  Cen t ra l  O f f i ce
(653 -4300 )  (See  a r t i c l e ,  Page  15 )

CIosed AA Semlnar Weekend
Hote l  E l  Rancho,  Racquet  Resor t ,  Sacrarnento ,  CA.
For  fu r the r  in fo :  Ton i  Creedon  916-453-0747

A lma Fu l1er  916-483-0876

9th  Annua l  S ta tewide  Hosp i ta l  G Ins t i tu t ion  Conferenc

For  fu r ther  in fo r rna t ion ,  wr i te :  H  q  I  Conference
P.O.  Box  161-984
Sacramento ,  CA 95816

Apr Zs Midtown Stockton 2lst  Annual  Anniversar Dinner

May Z Unity Day
9T0'U-7f f f i  t i11 L2:oo Midnight
Speakers :  C lancy  I . ,  Ven ice ,  CA.

Chuck  C. ,  Laguna  Beach ,  CA.
Johnny H. ,  Lakewood,  CA.

San Jose Convent ion  Center
255 A lmaden a t  San Car los
San Jose ,  CA.

First  Annual  Northern Cal i f .  Woman-to-WomanMay Z

on

May 8
9
10

Speaker :  C lancy  I . ,  Ven ice ,  CA
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C0MING ATTMCTI0NS (Cont inued)

May 16 Reddine AAt s 31st Anniversary
a l l y  A .  r  San

3 :50  P .M.  -  Speaker  Meet ing ,  Barbara  Q John
E l  Cer r i to ,  CA

6:00  P .M.  -  Ca te red  D inner  -  BBQ r ibs

May 23

Adu l ts  -  $S Ch i ld ren  -  $S
8 :00  P .M.  -  Speaker  Meet ing  -  Gene  D. ,  Myr t l -eda le ,  CA
Sen io r  C i t i zens  Ha l1 ,  2000  Ben ton  Dr ive
Redd ing ,  CA

CNCA Post-Conference Assernb-la

Banquet  Saturday  n igh t  -  Reserva t ions  $14
(Banquet  l i rn i ted  to  300 peop le)

20 Conmercial  Boulevard
Novato ,  CA

REMEMBER - " IF WHAT yOUtRE DOING rSNrT WORKING, TRy SOMETHING
,  E L S E :  I '

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Car los ,  CA
D. ,

Po l i ce
tes t  to
machine
too much

Drunk:
mar r ied

* * * * * *

sargeant about to give a breath
a drunk: f tHave you ever seen a
tha t  te1 ls  you when yourve  had

to  dr ink? ' r
r r S e e n  o n e ? i l  | t H e l l ,  f  I v e  b e e n

t o  o n e  f o r  2 3  y e a r s .  t t

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

New Br ide :  r rThe  two  th ings  tha t  I
cook  bes t  a re  mea t  l oa f  and  app le  p i e . f l

New Groom:  r r l s  t ha t  so? r f  I 'Wh ich  one
i s  t h i s? ' r  \

A11  f r on  t he  S i l ve r  Do lLa r  -  Fa rgo ,  N .D .
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SPONSORS ARE PEOPLE T00

H"y9 you done soneth ing  fo r  your  sponsor  la te ly?  That  can bea  d i f f i cu l t  ass ignment  somet ines ,  L tpec ia l l y  i i  yo " i - sponsors
are  peop le  o f  g - rea t  Hun i l i t y .  o f ten  t imesr ' i t  , eens  r -  have  seeanger on one of .  ny sp-6iETE face and learned Iater,  i t  was hurfo r .one  g f  r y  though t less  remarks  o r  ac t ions .  i h ; t ' have  spen tnonths ,  day-s  and_hours ,  no t  to  count  the  emot iona l 'and  phy-s icar
s t ra in  on  themse lves ,  jus t .  so  tha t  I -T "y  have  the  de ipara te ry
needed one- to -one sponsorsh ip .  Outs ide 'o f  God,  i r ruy- i r " "u  r r " ip .me more  than my pr ies t ,  doc t -o r ,  be loved fa rn i l y i  

" r rJ 'never  
too

gxpggt .3ny t | ing  in  re tu rn .  ov6r  the  nonths  t 'have tearned todo r r t t le  th ings  fg t  then because they  devote  most  o f  the i r  t imto  SERVICE in  A lcoho l ics  Anonymous.  t t r i s  i s  a tso  
" -p" r t  

o fS tep  L2 ,

Dur- ing- the,  hect ic hol iday season when rny problerns seerned at  t imto  look  l i ke  mounta ins ,  i  t u rned  to  God 'more .  The i r  faces
: i : I :d^ I : l lT  " "d  

I , ra lked  to  God to  watch  over  them-and rny  pro-D lems seemed to  becorne  sma11er .  . I f  your  sponsors  a re  ve ry  i c t iin  serv ice  r  - tTy  to .do  soneth ing  in  t i ra t  a rea  to  he lp  them.  r fyou  a renr t  i n  se rv ice ,  they  us ia l l y  w i l l  be  g rad  io -show yo , r - i t
way .

Yesr -sponsors  shou ld  be  so l id  in  the i r  emot iona l  and  sp i r i tua l
sobr ie ty .  _  -Bu t  l i ke  a l l  the  res t .  o f  us ,  they  , reeJ - - i r i ' ends ,  lovunders tang l lg_ l1d .  conpass ion .  Above a i1 ,  I  t ry  to  i to*  ,ysponsors  RESPECT because they  have earned i t  b i  uecomi"g  

- i " rpo1

s ib le  menbers  o f  M.

why not start  today- and show then some respect.  The old saying
l l . l i : i - :p :1k r  louder  than  words"  works .  w i th  God,s  herp  r  cando  sone th ing  fo r  my  sponsors  to  make  the i r  l oad  l i gh te r . 'My
sponsors have given me ,Tough Love" and i t  r  s becauEe they iLr"so  much  fo r  ne .^  So ,  god ,  when  f  g9 t , so  wrapped  up- i r  *y
unmanageqbl_e l i fe,  make me stop and do sornet l ing io,  *y sponsorThey  need  f r iends ,  too .

Anonymous. ,  -  Tur lock ,  CA

A DRUNK STAGGERED UP TO THE BAR AND ASKED THE BARTENDER FOR
SOMETHING ICE COLD AND FULL OF GIN.
THE BARTENDER TOLD HIM TO TAKE HIS WIFE.
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ALL GROUPSI DAY

The East  Bay In tergroup and Centra l  Of f ice have announced the i r
A11  Groups 'Day ,  schedu led  f o r  Sa tu rday ,  Ap r i l  25 r  1981 r  d t  t he
Ha igh t  Schoo l ,  San ta  C la ra  and  Ches tnu t  S t ree ts ,  A laneda ,  CA.
Th is  annua l  A11  Groups  t  Day ,  wh ich  i s  p resen ted  each  yea r  by
these  bod ies r -  i s  t o  ce leb ra te  t he  ann i ve rsa ry  o f  A l coho l i c s
Anonymous  i n  the  Eas t  Bay .  The  f i r s t  AA  Group  was  es tab l i shed
in  Ap r i l  L941 ,  so  tha t  t h i s  yea r  marks  the  40 th  Ann ive rsa ry  o f
AA  in  the  Eas t  Bay .

Reg i s t r a t i on  w i l l  commence  a t  11 :30A .M.  on  Ap r i l  25 .  The
open ing  nee t i ng  a t  L :20  P .M .  f ea tu res  Wa l t  G ,  Oak land ,  AA
speake r l  Ma r i e  D ,  P ino le ,  A l -Anon  speake r ;  and  Sus ie  L ,
A laneda ,  A la teen  speake r .  Beg inn ing  a t  2 :00  P .M . ,  t he  aud ience
w i l l  b reak  up  i n to  seven  sepa ra te  d i scuss ion  g roups  as  f o l l ows :
f rHones ty r "  l ed  by  Mary  L ,  Lady  r rA r r f  and  A l l en  R ,  Rock r idg " ;
"Open-M indedness ,  

f r  l ed  by  Janes  W and  Jeann ie  R ,  Be rke ley ;
"W i l l i ngness r "  1ed  by  Yvonne  D ,  Conco rd ;  a  Span i sh -speak ing

,  g roup ,  1ed  by  M igue l  P ,  F ru i t va l e  La t i nos ;  a  Young  Peop les
g roup ,  l ed  by  Pa t i ck  B ,  Sunday  D iscuss ion ,  and  K in  M,  Be rke ley ;
a l so r  a t r  A l -Anon  Group ,  l ed  by  Char les  M,  Hayward  (ODAT) ,  and

'an  A la teen  Group ,  l ed  by  M igue l  P ,  J r . ,  Oak land .

A  Fa the r  Mar t i n  f i Ln ,  I 'A l coho l i sn  i n  t he  Fan i l y r "  w i l l  be
sc reened  a t  4 :00  P .M .  A  po t l uck  d i nne r  w i l l  be  se rved  a t
5 :30  P .M .  i n  t he  ad jo i n i ng  chu rch  soc ia l  ha l l ,  f o l l owed  by  an
hour  I  s  enter ta inrnent  prov ided by the "Memory Songsters ' r  a  t
6 :50  P .M .  A t  8 :00  P .M .  t he re  w i l l  be  an  Open  Speake r  Mee t i ng ,
f ea tu r i ng  Ted  H ,  f r om Pa los  Ve rdes ,  CA .

The  Genera l  Cha i r rnan  fo r  t h i s  even t  i s  De l  M ,  Spec ia l  Even ts
Cha i rman  f o r  t he  I n te rg roup .  He  may  be  reached  a t  415 -653 -4300 .
He  w i l l  be  ass i s ted  by  t he  f o l l ow ing  M  members :  P rog ram
Cha i rman ,  Bob  C ,  Mon tc l a i r  G roup ;  Pub l i c i t y ,  E la i ne  S ,  Mon tc l a i r ;
Reg is t ra i i on ,  Ken  D ,  L inco ln  Square ;  Food  Cha i r rnan ,  Hugh  B ,
Mon tc l a i r ;  F l oo r  Manage r ,  F rank  P ,  Mon tc l a i r ;  Ra f f l e r  Ve rn  R ,
and  nembers  o f  I s l and  Fe l l owsh ip ;  F i nance ,  B i l l  B ,  F r i dayn i t e r s
Group .  The  co f fee  ba r  w i l l  be  managed  by  members  o f  t he  C l i n ton
Group ;  and  the re  w i l l  be  an  A la teen  snack  ba r .  I npo l tan t l
Ch i l d  ca re  w i l l  be  p rov ided  f r om Noon  t o  10 :00  P .M .
A11  Groups t  Day  i s  open  to  a l l  AA  rnembers ,  t he i r  f a rn i l i es  and

f r i ends .  A11  a re  u rged  t o  a t t end .
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NCC CORNER

My thanks  to  LeRoy  P .  and  h i s  conmi t tee  i n  F resno  fo r  a  j ob  we l l
done .  I t  was  a  g rea t  con fe rence .

The  ac t i on  taken  by  the  S tee r ing  Conn i t t ee  and  the  De lega te
Corn rn i t t ee  were :

A .  Ra i s i ng  t he  yea r l y  p r i ce  o f  subsc r i p t i ons  t o  t he  G00D
NEWS by  50  cen ts ,  t hus  nak ing  the  regu la r  subsc r ip t i o r
$3 .50  pe r  copy ,  2  t o  9  cop ies  w i l l  be  $3 .00 ,  10  o i  mo r
w i l l  be  $2 .50  and  Ou ts i de  t he  U .S .  w i l l  now  be  $4 .00 .
I t  was  necessa ry  to  do  th i s  i n  o rde r  t o  keep  up  w i th
r i s i ng  cos t s  by  t he  U .S .  Pos t  O f f i ce  and  o the r

.  i n f l a t i one ry  cos t s .

B .  Add ing  two  subsc r ip t i ons  to  the  Grapev ine  as  pa r t  o f
ou r  r a f f l e  a t  t he  con fe rences .

C .  De lega tes  t o  t ake  back  t o  t he i r  g roups ,  t he  concep t  o f
adding a four th conference per  year  in  the fu ture.

Remember,  our  Annual  Summer Conference wi l l  be held on June sth,
6 th ,  and  7 th ,  i n  S tock ton  a t  t he  Fa i rg rounds .  The  F r iday  n igh t
K i cko f f  Speake r  w i l l  be  Syb i l  C . ,  L .A . ,  CA . ,  Sa tu rday  N igh t
Speaker  i s  Ho1 ly  M. ,  Ann  A rbo r ,  M ich .  and  Sunday  Speaker  i s
M i l t on  M .  o f  Van  Nuys .  Wer re  l ook ing  f o rwa rd  t o  see ing  you  a l l
t he re .

W i th  AA  Love ,
Mer i l yn  W. ,  NCC Sec re ta r y

There  was  a  l ush  who  was  d r i v i ng  home
a long  a  coun t r y  r oad ,  weav ing  s l i gh t l y
f r om s i de  t o  s i de .  I n  h i s  weav ing ,  he
fo r ced  a  ca r ,  d r i ven  by  a  rn i n i s t e r ,  i n t o
the  d i t ch .  The  l ush  t hen  s topped ,  amb led
back  to  the  n in i s te r  and  asked ,  ' rA re
you  a l l  r i gh t? "

I 'O f  cou rs€ ,  "  t he  rn i n i s t e r  r ep l i ed .
r rGod  was  r i d i ng  w i t h  me .  "r rGee  I  t t  sa i d  t he  l ush .  r rYou  I  d  be t t e r  l  e t
h in  r i de  w i th  rne .  He  cou ld  ge t  h inse l f
k i l 1ed  r i d i ng  w i t h  you . "



FROM THE MAII BAG

Rol l in Wheeler,  former edi tor  of  the GOOD NEWS for LL years t i1 l
1969 ,  passed  away  in  Sep t .  o f  1980 .  We d id  no t  hear  o f  th i s  t i l
January of  1981. He had worked very hard on the G00D NEWS,
doub l ing  the  subscr ip t ions  f ron  800 to  1900.  l4 le  a re  sor ry  he  is
gone .
J im A . ,  S .F . ,  CA

Wal te r  Runyon o f  San Franc isco  d ied  on  Feb.  3 ,  1981.  He had
alnost 10 years cont inuous sobr iety and was very act ive in servi
work .
Pe te  Q Mar ia l i ce  M. ,  S .F . ,  CA

I enjoy your sense of  hunor and the fact  that  youtre not so
danned ser ious,  I  know our program means Li fe or Death to
many of  us,  but  I  have found a great deal  of  real  natural  fun
in  l i v ing .
Cons tance  P . ,  S .F . ,  CA
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