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ATTMCTION VS PROMOTION . THE DIFFERENCE?

The two parts of the Eleventh Tradit ion -  on publ ic relat ions pol icy

and on anonymity -  are closely connected.

The publ ic should know about AA. In part icular,  the st i l l ions of alcohol ics
who wi l l  get sober in the Fel lowship in the next 20 years are almost al l

a l ive now, and st iLl  part  of  the publ ic.  To come to us, they wi l l  need

to know about us, and i t  is our Twelf th Step obl igat ion to see that they
do. In fact,  the better their  understanding of their  disease and of AA,
the sooner they may come.

The publ ic relat ions side of our Twelf th Step is underscored by our L974
and, L977 surveys. We learned that more than half our present membership
heard about AA from publ ic sources - inst i tut ions, the press, doctors,
ministers, etc.  -  and less than half  direct ly from an AA source. lJe
learned th is  aga in ,  fo r  B i l l  had  po inEed i t  ou t  long  ago.

Certainly,  one reason AA is so resPected today is the regard third
part ies express for the effect iveness of our program, rather than what we
say about ourselves. In the long form of the Eleventh Tradit ion, our
founders said, t 'There is never a need to praise ourselves. We feel
i t  better to let  our fr iends reconrnend us.I t  As far back as the Jack

Alexander art ic le in a 1941 Saturday Evening Post,  this idea has con-
tr ibuted to our growth.

Our latest survey of publ ic inforrnat ion committees indicate that almost

907. have found the media cooperative in carrying our message. But for
the  success  o f  th is  ac t i v i t y ,  i t  i s  essent ia l  tha t  our  non-AA f r iends
relay our message truly,  without distort ion. That knowledge can come
only from us, through (1) publ ic inforrnat ion work and (2) the example of
our personal sobriety.
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THE DIFFERENCE? (Continued from page 1)

In rrAA Comes of Ageri l  the connect ion between our publ ic relat ions pol icy
and our anonymity principle is very clear. Bill gives many examples of
individuals whose egos got tangled up with their  Twelf th Step work. Ttre
danger to the Fel lowship was that society,  seeing our program personif ied
by individuals driven by a desire for public recognition, would come to
attr ibute those character ist ics to al l  of  us and would lose bel ief  in our
message. So much for promotion.

The attract ive thing about our Fel lowship, as far as society is concerned,
is the hope i t  of fers for the al- leviat ion of the disrupt ion caused by

-al-cohol- ics. How universal this hope can be has just been underscored by
our new 1977 survey. The increase in youthful-  alcohol ism is being
fol lowed by an increase in young people joining our FelLowship. This
message must be ful ly presented through our publ ic relat ions efforts.

A sober alcohol ic is our most potent message to the st i l l -suffer ing one,
whi le persistent evangel ism would dr ive him away. Just so, the record of
our Fel lowship, honest ly and thoroughly presented, can enl ist  al l  segmeirts
o f  soc ie ty  ln  the  a lcoho l ic rs  beha l f ,  wh i le  a  p romoter 's  zeaL cou ld
al ienate them.

The di f ference between promotion and attract ion is the di f ference between
trying to push a product at the publ ic and truly let t ing the product sel l
i tsel f .  I t rs the di f ference between the outside world 's way and the AA way

(A presentat ion from Final Report  of  the 28th General-  Service Conference)
Note: the 1980 Survey is now underway.
Reprinted from THE SILVER DOLLAR, North Dakota

* t r * * * * * * * * * * *

A real ly contented man has his yesterdays f iLed away, his present in
order, and his tomorrorf, subject to instant revision.

(Fron Fresno Pipel ine)

O Co& o 0^j hunh Ee (all-eL a Tanpeaanee.\dntild 
a



LEARNING TO LIVE

Every recovery story told in AA is l inked with some other person in the
Fel lowship. Because that other person 1ives, r  was made to 1ove. r
was given an example of love which r  t ry to fol low. The good that is in
our l ives is not exclusively ours -  i t  has been given to us. God does not
c rea te  l i fe  so  tha t  He can possess ;  he  c rea tes  l i fe  so  tha t  He can share .

The s ize  o f  a  personrs  wor ld  i s  in  the  s ize  o f  h is  o r  her  hear t .  We can
be at home in the world of real i ty only to the extent that we have learned
to love it. Fully alive men and hromen escape from a dark and diminished
world of egocentr ic i ty,  which always has a populat ion of one. They are
f i l led with empathy which enabLes them to feel  deeply and spontaneously
with others. Because they can enter the feel ing world of others, (almost
as i f  they were inside others or others were inside them) their  world is
greatLy enlarged and their  potent ial  for human experience great ly enhanced.
They have become "persons for othersr" and there are others so dear to
them that they have personal ly experienced a "greater love than this"
sense of commitment.  They would protect their  loved ones with their  own
l i v e s . -

Pebple who love learn to move the focus of their  at tent ion and concern
for themselves out to others. For real love cannot be successful ly
imitated. our care and concern for others must be genuine, or our love
means nothing.

This rmrch is certain: There is no learning to l ive without learning to
love .

(John P from rrThe Road Back, Donneybrook, Ireland)

* * * * J r * * * * * * * * *

"Always treat a rumor l ike a check. Make sure i t rs
geniune before you endorse i t ' r

" I f  you reaL1y r i rant to feeL miserable, hate somebody."

(From Box L232 - Louisvi l le,  I {y.)
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COMING ATTMCTIONS

Jan 16th 2nd Annual Young Peoples Roundup of So. Nevada
LTth & rRound

18th  the  c lock  bowl ing .
Showboat -  2800 Fremont,  Las Vegas, Nevada
Reg is t ra t ion  -  9AM Fr i .  $8 .00
Buf fe t  -  $11.00  Ca l l  F rank  702-458-L727

Jan 14th Dalv Citv Group 18th Anniversarv
Speaker  -  Jack  P. ,  Sacramento  a t  8 :00  PM
80 ! ' le l l ing ton  Ave. ,  Da ly  C i ty  (park ing  in  back) .

Jan 18th Sinbar Group 6th Anniversarv
Speaker  -  Bob P. ,  F remont  Fe l lowsh ip  8 :00PM

- After lv leet ing -  Pie ala mode and arms length AA
Finn Barr Church, Hearst & Edna Street,  San Francisco.

.[an 24th South of Market Groups 35th Anniversarv
Meet ing  2 :00PM Ref reshments  &  ho t  co f fee  a f te r
L275 Harr ison Street,  Corner of 9th, San Francisco.

Jan 24th Central  Val ley Intergroup 4th Annual
Speaker -  Sybi l  C - Los Angeles
Dinner  7 :00PM lGet ing  -  8 :30PM Dance -  L0 :00PM
Fresno Hi l ton Hote1, 1055 Van Ness (Bal l room)

Jan 28th San Francisco Alumni Group 12th Anniversarv
Speaker  -  Gene D. ,  Ca l is toga 8 :30PM
Luthern Church, 33rd and Ul loa Street,  San Francisco.

Jan 31st Delta Intergroup 4th Annual Unitv Dav
Reg is t ra t ion  -  12 :30PM -  $2 .50  inc ludes  d inner
M e e t i n g s  b e g i n  1 : 3 0 ,  S p e a k e r s  a t  4 : 0 0  a n d  7 : 3 0 P M
Speakers  -  Pat ty  K ,  Sac to ,  B i l l  } , l c ,  Lod i ,  and

D r .  D a v i d  . A . ,  D a l l a s
Ripon Community Center,  4th & Walnut,  Ripon, Ca.
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Jan 31s t

COItrNG ATTMCTIONS (Continued)

F e b  1 s t

Val lev Serv ice Center  10th Anniversarv
W o r k s h o p  -  2 ; 0 0  t o  4 : 3 0 ,  B u f f e t  5 : 3 0  -  7 : 3 0
S p e a k e r  -  8 : 0 0  C l a n c y  I . ,  V e n i c e ,  C a .
Ve te ran rs  Memor ia l  B1dg ,  Ma in  S t ree t ,  P leasan ton
S u g g e s t e d  d o n a t i o n  -  A d u l t s  $ 3 . 5 0 ,  C h i l d r e n  $ 1 . 5 0

Colma Eve Opener 2nd Anniversarv
Mee t i ng  a t  10 :30AM ( th i s  da te  on l y )
A . A . A .  D i s t r i b u t o r s  B u i l d i n g
250 San Pedro Road,  Colma
After  the meet ing -  Brunch Buf fet  & Pot  Luck

You are inv i ted !

lTere are all kinds of groups...
Lifrle drcups...qrcuPs...

r l l l l

artd big groups. ..
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NCC CORNER

The NCC Financia l  Report  f rorn Apr i l  1980 through December 10th,  1980 is
p r i n ted  i n  t h i s  Good  News  i ssue  pe r  ou r  s t ruc tu re .

Our Annual  Spr ing Conference in Fresno,  March 13 through 15th,  1981,
marks our  34th year  in  Carry ing the }4essage.  I t  wi l l  be held at  the Fresno
Conven t i on  Cen te r ,  700  M S t ree t .  Ou r  gues t  speake rs  w i l l  be :  Wes  J . ,
Los  Ange les ,  f o r  F r i day  K i ck  O f f  -  Dave  C . ,  Ra le igh ,  N .C .  f o r  Sa tu rday
N igh t ,  and  Do t t i e  H . ,  Lakewood ,  Ca .  f o r  Sunday .  As  i n  t he  pas t ,  t he re
wi l l  be a min imum park ing fee for  the whole weekend,  The complete program
fo r  t he  Con fe rence  w i l l  appea r  i n  you r  Feb rua ry  i ssue .

May your  New Year be a success,  one day at  a t ime.

With AA Love,

Mer i l yn  W. ,  NCC Sec re ta ry

: k ? k : k ? k : k : k : k ? k * ? k

NCC FINANCIAL REPORT

Ba lance  on  hand  Ap r i l  4 ,  1980

San Jose Conference June 13 thru 15,  1980

$ 9 , 1 6 1 . 6 8

To ta l  Rece ip t s
To ta l  D i sbu rsemen ts

Net
Sac ramen tg  Con fe rence  Oc t  10 -L2 ,  80

To ta l  Rece ip t s
To ta l  D i sbu rsemen ts

Net

NCC Expenses  Ap r i l  4  t h ru  Dec .  10 ,  1980
Balance on Hand LL/LO/8O
Less Pruden!  Reserve
h lo rk ing  Cap i ta l  as  o f  12 /7O l80

$ r L , 6 2 6 . 6 8
( 7  , 3 2 5 . 7 6 )

$  9 , 3 5 2 . 0 6
( 7 6 0 1 . 0 r . )

4 ,300 .92

1 ,751 .05

(3.  040 .  04 )
$L2 , t 73 .6 I

(4 .  s00  .  oo )
$  7  , 673 .61
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FROM THE MAIL BAG

I would l ike to take this opportunity to thank al l  of  you who f ind t ime
to drop a l ine with your renewal.  Coming Attract ions are mentioned
many times. Those of you who are aware of a coming event that should be
shared in the Good News be sure to get i t  to our off ice in plenty of
t ime for the issue i t  should appear in.  A month in advance is a good
rule of thumb. Also, Good News wants to thank those of you who have
sent donat ions along with your reneqrals.  And speaking of renewals, our
ne$t htay of informing you of your renewal date seems to be a great success
thanks to you. Remember to look for the notice above the form to renew.
Also your renewal date is on your mai l ing label.

Looking forward to sharing with you in 1981-.

Love in AA,
G l o r i a  P . ,  E d i t o r

P.S.  Someone has come forward and of fered to be Business Manager for
'  the Good News.  Mer i lyn and I  are neet ing wi th h im and hopefu l ly

wi l l  t ransfer  the f inancia l  and nai l ing dut ies to h im.  The Good- 
News Financia l  repor t  wi l l  appear in  your  February Issue.

a t t t t  a r t  t a  a  a  t t t t  t  a  a  a  a  a  a  a .

. The matcrial publishcd in GOOD NEWS rc- .
] prescnts lhe ex6ricnce ard opinions of AAs 1
r and olher inlcrestcd in thc ficld of alcoholism. r
r Opinions exprcsscd herein arc nol intcnded to r
. repr€sent thc opinion of Alcoholics Anony- .
. mous, nor docs publication of any informatinn r
r imply cndorscrncnt by cither Alcoholics Anon- '
i Ymous or the GOOD NEWS. I
t r i r  r  t  a  t  a  a  a  t  a  t  t  a  a  a  t  t t a l r  r l l
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