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"AATODAY" AT NEW ST. MARY'S CATHEDRAL
PROMINENT JUDGES AND DOCTORS WILL SPEAK

“AA Today,"

a series of meetings and workshops to acquaint the

public with Alcoholics Anonymous, will be held at San Francisco's new
St. Mary's Cathedral on Saturday, January 9, 1971.

The event, sponsored by the San Francisco District of AA's General
Services is designed to inform the public on areas in which Alcoholics
Anonymous can help the problem drinker.

The day's program, which will begin at 12 noon and continue until
10:30 p.m., will include three general meetings and seven panel sessions
moderated by 40 experts in their respective fields. (Program page 5).

Opening remarks at the first general meeting at 1 p.m. will be cover

two topics: ““What is AA?" and
“What AA Does!' Speakers will
be Jim M., Sacramento, and Judge
Emmett Daly, San Francisco.

Panel sessions (workshops) will
begin at 2:15 and will cover the
following subjects: AA and Health,
AA and the Law, AA and the

Em de, AA and tt thc _Family,
‘mployd

AA and Young People, AA and
Social Service and AA, The Spirit-
ual Path,

At 4 16 p.m., subjects covered
at the panel sessions will be sum-
marized, at a second general
meeting, by Chairman Bill G., A.A.
Speaker and the panel moderators.

Following a break for dinner,
the closing meeting at 8:30 p.m.
will feature a talk by Chuck C.,
of Laguna Beach, nationally known
AA member and speaker. His
topic will be "The Life of Service
in AA."

L

All general meetings will be
held in the Cathedral's magnifi-
cant main auditorium, and all
panel workshop sessions will be
in areas adjacent to the main
auditorium.

Coastal Area Assembly
Elects Jim A. Delegate;
Trustee Candidate Named

The General Service Coastal
Area Assembly, meeting in Berke-
ley on November 21, 1970, elected
Jim A. of San Francisco as their
Delegate to New York for two
years, 1971-72. Jim has been active
in General Service for over ten
years, serving as Alternate Dele-
gate in 1969-70. Merle G. of Mill-
brae was elected Alternate Dele-
gate, with Norm W., Chairman,
and Martin H., Secretary, both of
San Francisco, and Bob H., San
Jose, Treasurer.

Stan W., Fairfax, was selected
as the Trustee Nominee of the
Area. Ed B. of San Jose, retiring
delegate, was also a candidate
for nominee,

Following the afternoon business
session, an ample buffet dinner
was served from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m.
and the flim "Bill discusses the

(Continued on page 2)

Inter-Counfy Fellowship
Full December Schedule
Ambassadors Xmas Party

With four Friday All-Groups
meetings scheduled for the De-
cember Holiday Season, and the
Christmas Parties planned by
various groups, added to the many
other Holiday festivities, Decem-
ber will be a busy month for AA
members in and around S. F.

The Ambassadors Group will
have their Christmas meeting on
Wednesday, December 23rd at
their usual meeting place, St,
Boniface Church, 133 Golden Gate
Avenue. The speaker for the occa-
sion will be Joe R., with Jen McK.
as Chairman. A fine buffet will
be served after the meeting.

Speakers for the Friday All-
Groups meetings this month are:

Dec. 4—Ron B., Pleasant Hill.
Maureen B., Millbrae

Dec. 11—Bill & Rhea N.
Pleasant Hill

Dec. 18—John F., San Carlos.

Dec. 25—All Groups Committee
(to be announced)

These meetings are held at the
First Unitarian Church, Geary &
Franklin Streets, 8:30 p.m. plenty
of parking. Coffee served before
and after all meetings.

The Sunset Group which has
met for some years at Tth Avenue
near Irving, has changed its meet-
ing place to 1295-5th Avenue, the
corner of Irving Street, the Social
Hall of St. Johns Church,

Sunset Group meets at 7:30 p.m.
on Thursday evenings, a friendly
Open Discussion Group.
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"By GRACE A.

FnEspro A E JOINS HANDS WITH sam:a Gt.lms'

The Uhity GrUUp "will be hosts at the Inter-group meetmg on Sat:
urday, December 12th, 8:30 p.m., at S{. John's Church, 9th and Lowe,
in* Fresno. Guest speaker will be Hank W., formerly of Fresno. Vera
G., Secretary of the Unity Group, will be the Chairman.

Howard T., Gourmet Chef, has announced two Holiday Events in
December.- Christmas Dinner with all the trimmings will be sérved on
Saturday, December 19th, at the Alano Club, comp[ete wn‘.h Bingo and

a White Elephant Sale.

The Annual New Year's Eve celebration at the Club on Thursday,
December 31st, will include a delectable repast, with dancing afterward

until the bewitching hour. Tom K.
has heen named' Manager, -re-
placing - Joe. M, 'who has been
transferred te Southern California.
,Grace A. has been named Sec-
refary of ;the.Sunday Alano Club
Group. . Wl A%

Mary. Pat. A‘, Ted R. and
Johnme V. answered a_ call from
the Lone Star School-for speakers
to present the A.A. program to
their: graduating classes. Annette
F. was Guest speaker at the Le-
moore. Naval Base. A.A, group
meeting..

Many Fresno A.A. “members will
attend the Miramonte Open House
meeting on December 5th.

Happy Holidays!

A GI who returned to camp in
a drunken state after a 24 hour
pass was ordered to report to his
captain. “There's no mneed for
you to drink like this,” the officer
lectured. "'If you could stay sober
you might become a corporal. In
fact, you might even become a
sergeant. Wouldn't you like that?"

“Captain,”’ the soldier replied,
{'The fact is that when I get a
few drops in me, I feel like a
colonel.”

(Continued from page 1)
twelve Traditions"
6:45 p.m.

John A, Guest Speaker from
Santa Ana. was given an enthus-
iastic reception by a good-sized
crowd at the 8:30 p.m. open meet-
ing which was followed by dancing,
prize drawings and a general
good time. * '

was shown at

“BY.THE-WAY" -

The locatlon has been reserved
and arrangements are under way
for the New Years Eve Party and
Dance at the Labor Center, 2525
Stockton Boulevard, Sacramento,
according to Committee Chairman
Norm P,

Tickets will be $5.00 each this
year; the increase is necessary
because of the increased cost of
food and entertainment, to provide
the kind of party the Fellowship
wants; but the ticket covers ev-
erything, including $500.00 in play
money for the famous Las Vegas
Night.

The Annual FIESTA, sponsored
by the Latin-American Group, will
probably be February 13th, 1971,
and the location a school, perhaps
Sacramento Senior High. This is
one CCFAA affair at which we
always have a terrific time.
Watch for further information.

Volunteers are needed for the
Central Office. Several ‘regulars’
have left, we are in need of clerical
help, and 12th Steppers are also
needed, especially daytimers. Call
Ty, 443-8138, if you can help.

“By-The-Way'' subscriptions ex-
pire with the December issue, ALL
of them! Don't forget to renew
your subseription, or your Buck
of The Month Club membership,
with a request to Central Office
that "'By-The-Way'' be mailed to

you. pon

- "THE PITCH" " © 2

(California Northern Interior Area
of General Service)

The California Northern Interior
Area General Service Assembly
meeting will be held in Sacramento
on December 6, 1970, and there
are several important items on
the agenda. All GSR's and Com-
mittee members should be there,
the address, Group 3 hall, 3125
Broadway.

Our Delegate Ralph W. will
make a year-end report, and there
is other very important General
Service business to be taken care
of. This is the place for your
voice to be heard on matlers
pertaining to services of A.A.

Nominations for the Open Trus-
tee position for the Western States
should be submitted at this meet-
ing for later consideration,

Those who have not had the
chance to see the film, "'Bill W.
Discusses the Twelve Traditions'’,
you should do so at the first
opportunity. This should be a
‘must’ for everyone connected with
General Service or, for that mat-
ter, every A.A. member. Bill pulls
no punches in relating the rea-
sons for the Traditions, and how
and why they were put together.

This month is the beginning of
the Holiday Season, and the Of-
ficers of the Interior Area wish a
very happy and sober season to
all. Let us remember that this
is a holiday based on Love; the
love of one man for another, and
isn't that really what A.A, is all
about?

Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year to all!

The train thundered on its way
as the conductor talked with a
man who was a regular rider.
“Did you get home all right
last night, sir?"

“*Why, ves. Why do you ask?

“Well, when you got up and
gave your seat to that lady last
night, you were the only two in the
earit’
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“THE LINK"
(California Northern Coastal Area
of General Service)

Now that the new Coastal Area
Officers have been elected at the
Assembly in Veterans Memorial
Auditorium, Berkeley, (see story
page 1) a word of appreciation
for the outgoing officers seems fit-
ting.

Our thanks are due Ed B., re-
tiring Delegate, for the hundreds
of miles he has travelled for A.A.
in the past two years; for the
energy he has shown in the per-
formance of the duties of the
office.

Our thanks, also, to Bill G., re-
tiring Chairman; his talent for
coordination and organization has
been very much in evidence at
meetings and assemblies.

Jim A., newly elected Delegate,
deserves special thanks. As Alter-
nate Delegate, an iron man of
General Service, he has over the
years given much of himself to
the Fellowship he loves.

Merle G., former Secretary,
newely elected Alternate, has
handled a heavy load of distribu-
tion and mailing faithfully and
without complaint. He deserves a
bit of rest, and our thanks for a
job well done.

Martin H., the new Secretary,
stepped in as Treasurer when a
vacancy occurred, and was equal
to the job, inspiring the Commit-
tee with a confidence in his
abilities.

We hope and believe that the
examples set by the retiring offi-
cers will inspire both of the two
newly elected members; Norm W.,
Chairman, San Francisco, and Bob
H. of San Jose, Treasurer; and
that all five officers will continue
in the next two years with the
same A.A. team service.

Good News First Class

—mail, that is! If you want to
get GOOD NEWS promptly instead
of waiting for 3rd class (permit)
mail, send in 60c either money or
stamps and we will put your name
on the First Class Mail list.

Calendar of
Coming Events

January 9—General Service
event, “AA—Today'', new St.
Mary's Cathedral, San Francisco.

Feb. 26-28, 1971—T7th All Gal A.A.
Conference, Broadview Hotel,
Wichita, Kansas. Write: Confer-
ence Chairman, 3805 South Broad-
way, Wichita, Kansas 67216.

March 5-7—Santa Maria, Calif-
ornia, 4th Pacific Region General
Service Assembly.

March 13-14—Redding, California,
Northern California Council Spring
Conference.

June 4-5, 1971 — San Francisco
Central All-groups 25th Anniver-
sary celebration.

June 18-20, 1971—Reno, Nevada.
14th International conference of
Young People in AA, P.0O. Box
698, Reno, Nevada, 89504.

IDAHO STATE G.S. AREA
ASSEMBLY DRAWS WELL

The General Service Assembly
in Boise, Idaho, November 6-8,
1970, was very successful and
well attended, according to word
from Avice A., who now resides
in Boise. The first ever (in Idaho)
Institutional Workshop was held,
and it was voted to continue them
at future assemblies.

The May 1st assembly will be
in Pocatello, with the next No-
vember meeting in Twin Falls,
Idaho. An effort will be made to
start both a GSR and a Secre-
tary's Workshop at the assembly
in Pocatello, according to Avice.

ARA'FIRST' STEP HOME
XMAS FUND BENEFIT
DANCE DECEMBER 12

The Annual Christmas Holidays
Bingo Party, Dance and Buffet
for the benefit of the Christmas
Tree Fund of A.R.A.'s First Step
Home, 1035 Haight Street in San
Francisco, will be held Saturday
evening, December 12, 1970.

Bingo will start at 8:00 p.m. with
dancing at 9:30 p.m. to the music
of ARA's own all-member dixie-
land band. A fine buffet will be
served from 9:30 until ? and these
buffets have a reputation!

There is no admission charge,
as such, and a door prize will be
given. However, this party IS for
the benefit of a Christmas Fund,
and a donation of $1.00 per person
is anticipated. Donors will be en-
titled to participate in a drawing
for a $25.00 merchandise order.

First Step Home has forty-five
(45) men and women residents
right now, and this will be the
first sober Christmas in years for
more than one of them. The funds
raised will be used to make that
Christmas a real, Merry one.

There will be a big Christmas
Tree at the Home, and on Christ-
mas Eve, gifts in abundance for
every resident, providing the funds
are available. |

Plan to attend; have a good
time, and do your bit!

At a party a woman remarked
to her husband: “‘That's the fifth
time you've gone back for more
punch. Doesn't it embarrass you
at all?"

“No,”" he answered,
telling them it's for you."”

“T keep

ESPECIALLY FOR NEWCOMERS

Both Meetings held at 1755 Clay St., San Francisco—8:30 pm
Coffee — Refreshments — Arm’s Length A.A. after each Meeting

MONDAY BEGINNERS
Speaker Meeting with
Questions and Answers

THURSDAY BEGINNERS
Speaker—Discussion Meeting
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT

SANTA ROSA CONFERENCE — OCTOBER 10-11, 1970
INCOME:
REGISTRATION:
Pre-Conference
Conference Registration

$ 83.00
519.00 $ 602.00

COLLECTIONS:
Saturday 8:30 P.M. .. $ 484.50
Saturday 10:30 P.M. 37.65

Sunday 1:00 P.M. 298.15 § 820.30

MISCELLANEOUS:

Raffle $ 337.25
Snack Bar 929.69
Banquet 670.00
Literature 41.00

Alanon Donation

“ 56.00 $2,034.94

$3,457.24
EXPENSES:
BpBakers inismhum st sttt e eitinal g ey 5080081
17 d ki b o~ S O R R o 308.70
Auditorium Rent ... Gt 275.00
15 05 39T Sl RN 5 TE T R DS S | DR 58.34
N.C.C. Secretary & Conference Comm. ..., 200.44
R B e s R e e s s 54.23
Dance Band 130.00
T e R NN 1 e S R L e 11.00
Flowers 17.85
BRNGRED 1 vttt bamimiisaaoming i 596.30
Snack Bar 932.19
PublElty i 30.00
TILRTATIRE e iiisroiitoamcsssaissad fissssissoissy 49.70 $2,973.50

Respectfully Submitted,
Max L. MeD., Secretary, N.C.C.

Subscribe to

GOOD NEWS

Bulk Rates: 12%c per copy — 10 copies per month $1.25, ete.
Individual Subscription per year $1.80
Subscription outside of U.S. $2.40 per year

Mail Subscription to: GOOD NEWS, 166 Geary Street, Room
84, San Francisco, California 94108

Enclosed Fitt Se = ot & -an s fOT & sammannas. .. copies of
GOOD NEWS for ........ months to be mailed to the following:

XMAS AT SAN PABLO
FRIENDLY FELLOWSHIP

With nine important dates on
the calendar, December will be
a very active Holiday month,
highlighted by two Christmas par-
ties, one for grown-ups, and the
other for children from both the
El Cerrito & Friendly Fellowships.

The Children's Christmas Party
on December 19th is sponsored by
the Alateens. Bring your children
and a gift for them ($2.00 limit).
Santa will be there. Then on Mon-
day, the 21st, will be the adult
‘Josh’ Christmas Party from 9:30
p.m. til?

In addition to the regular Fri-
day meetings, a business meeting
will be held on Tuesday, December
1st, at 8:30 p.m., a Sunday Break-
fast served from 9 a.m, to 12 noon
on December 6th by Chel Obie S.
and finally, there will be a pot-
luck supper on Saturday, Decem-
ber 12th from 6:30 p.m, 'til?

The speakers for the Friday
Night meetings will be:

Barbara & Bill A., El Cerrito,
Bob & Maxine, South San Fran-
cisco, and Mobile Eddie (?) There
will be a discussion meeting
Christmas Night.

The Al-Anons meet weekly on
Mondays at 8:30 p.m., and the
Alateens meet at 7:30 p.m. on
Wednesdays.

Annual Christmas Party
S.F. Surf Group Dec. 14

The Surf Group of San Fran-
cisco will hold their Annual Christ-
mas Party on Monday, December
14th, 8:30 p.m. at their new loca-
tion, ‘‘Holy Name Church” School
Cafeteria, 40th Avenue and Law-
ton Street.

Al Z., Walnut Creek, will be
Guest Speaker at this traditional
meeting with Larry H. of Pleasant
Hill as chairman. A sumptuous
buffet will be served after the
meeting. Everyone is invited.

These Surf Group Christmas
Parties have a fine reputation
among the Holiday A.A. activities,
and are always well attended.
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PROGRAM — "AA TODAY"
ST. MARY'S CATHEDRAL—SAN FRANCISCO

JANUARY 9, 1971

12 Noon—Hospitality Room Open.
1:00 P.M.—Welcome and Remarks.
“What is AA?"” — Jim M., Sacramento
“What AA Does'’—Judge Emmett Daly, San Francisco.
2:00 P.M.—Coffee Break.
2:15 P.M.—Workshop Sessions.

-

V=

AA and Health:

Dr. M. F. Stock, Napa State Hospital

Dr. Gil Ayotte, Public Health

Dr. Jack D. Gordon, Mt. Zion Hospital

Mary Connelley, R.N., Laguna Honda Hospital
AA and the Law:

Federal Judge Gerald S. Levin

Superior Judge Robert W. Merrill

Municipal Judge Charles E. Goff

Cecil C., Hospital & Institutions Committee

G. W. Sheldon, Court School Committee.

AA and the Employee:

Mrs. Florette Pomeroy, Council on Alcoholism
A. J. Sullivan, Petroleum Industry

Keith Kelly, United California Bank.

Frank Huddleston, Hughes Aircraft Company.
AA and the Family:

Panel of Al-Anon and Alateen members.

AA and Young People:

Jack G, Ken K., Art E,, Pat E., Roberta S.
AA and Social Service:

Fr. Kenneth M. Gearhart, Henry Ohlhoff House
Jane O'Toole, Stepping Stone House

Allen Skinner, A.R.A. First Step Home.

Earl Dombross, New Start Center.

Joe Ridgeway, Sociely of St. Vincent de Paul
Jack Schafer, Senior Social Worker

AA, The Spiritual Path:

Monsignor Clement J, McKenna, St. Patrick's Church
Frances L., Frances C., Arnold R., Chester W.

4:15 P.M,—Summary of Panel Discussions.

Chairman—AA Speaker, Bill G., San Francisco
Workshop Leaders

5:30 P.M.—DINNER BREAK
8:30 P.M.—Closing meeting:

Guest Speaker, Chuck C., Laguna Beach
Topic: “The Life of Service in AA."

All General Meetings — Main Auditorium.,
Workshop Sessions — Adjacent Side Areas.

NOTICE TO ALL EMPLOYEES
Nobody minds a man having a
morning eye-opener, and it's OK
to have a bracer around 10 a.m.
and a couple of drinks before
lunch, and a few beers on a hot
afternoon to keep a man healthy
or at least happy, and, of course,

everyone drinks at a cocktail hour,
and a man can't be criticized for
having wine with his dinner, a
ligueur afterwards and a hiball
or two during the evening, but
this damn business of sip, sip,
sip all day long HAS GOT TO
STOP!

PENINSULA ALL GROUPS
NEW YEARS EVE PARTY!

The Peninsula AA groups will
hold their annual New Years Eve
party at St. Matthews Episcopal
Church Auditorium at Baldwin
and El Camino, in San Mateo, with
the festivities getting under way
about 8:00 p.m.

There will be a buffet of ham
and turkey, with all the trim-
mings, in addition to dancing,
games, hats and noise-makers to
make this a real gala affair; to
bring in the New Year 1971 with
a bang.

All members of A.A. and their
families are invited to come and
help bring in another sober and
Happy New Year. Those who can
are asked to contribute $2.00 at the
door,

Eureka Area News

A Christmas Party will be held
on Sunday, December 20th, at 5:30
p.m. in the Veterans Memorial
Building, 10th and H Streets, for
all A/A, members, Al-Anons, Ala-
teens, their families and friends.

Dinner will consist of roast tur-
key and all the trimmings. Alva B.
and Madge R. are the chairmen
of the event, with Frank V, and
Dick F. in the kitchen. Tickets
will be $1.75 for adults and $1.00
for children under 16. A panel
meeting will follow the dinner,
after which music and dancing will
round out the evening.

A tape meeting is now being
held each Saturday at 1:00 p.m.
in the Semper Virens' Facility,
Humboldt Medical Center; Jack
T., Chairman.

The film titled “Bill Discusses
the 12 Traditions' will be shown
in the Humboldt-Del Norte area
during the week of January 4-10.
Sponsored by the G.S5.0. Commit-
tee, the times and places of
showing will be announced.

The program to put A.A. books
in the libraries is progressing,
but slowly. Many thanks to the
Serenity House groups for their
donations.

~
[

= g
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Alccholism ‘Counselors
shakd Ba ok
Rutgers Is Training

When the low-income alcoholic
and his family need help it's
generally not available, but staff
members at the Rutgers Univer-
sity Center of Alcohol Studies are
working to change that grim truth
by training alcoholism counselors
and program coordinators for
poverty communities.

The initial group of 26 trainees
includes people employed in the
Office of Economic Opportunity-
sponsored alcoholism control pro-
grams in community action agen-
cies. The first group of trainees
includes an attorney, a cultural
anthropologist, a nurse and a
teacher.

Jay N. Cross, project director,
described the group as ‘‘urban
to rural, knowledgeable to unm-
knowledgeable, high school educa-
ted to holders of advanced pro-
fessional degrees, and containing
a large proportion of recovered
alcoholics.”

Cross emphasized the import-
ance of the role they will play.

““These people will be respon-
sible for organizing the alcoholism
control program in their communi-
ties,” he said.

The training course is divided
into three 16 week units, followed
by attendance at the annual Rut-
gers Summer School of Alcohol
Studies.

Each 16-week unit consists of
three two-week periods in class-
room activities at Rutgers, sep-
arated by two five-week periods
of supervised field training in the
home communities of the trainees.

During the periods of classwork
at Rutgers the trainees work in-
tensively. They are expected to
be in eclass 12 hours a day, from
9 a.m. to 9 p.m.

The annual Summer School pro-
gram, which the trainees will at-
tend, is scheduled for June 27
to July 16. It is the leading pro-
gram of its kind in the world,
and has trained more than 6,000
specialists in problems related to
the use of beverage alcohol.

Trainees in the new Rutgers

©“IVE NEVER HEARD OUR SPEAKER BEFORE" -

“BUT" the chairman goes on to say, ‘I'm sure he has a good mess-
age. I understand he drove all the way over here from East Cesspool, so

I give you good ol’ Joe Doakes."”

Joe then gets up and begins to lead. After solemnly opening the
meeting with the Serenity Prayer, ‘'good ol' Joe'" then launches with 50
minutes of a very raunchy account of women in every port, liberally

spiced with profanity.

Then we blush through the Lord's Prayer, sit down and wonder
how to comment. Should we congratulate Joe on having the sexiest lead
we've ever heard? The dirtiest, maybe? Or propose an award for the
most profanity? We ought to say something to express our gratitude.

After all, didn't he drive all the
way from East Cesspool?
Perhaps what we owe him is a
straight forward comment about
some matters of plain good taste.

program hail from New England
to Virginia and west to Penn-
sylvania and West Virginia, plus
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Is-
lands. These areas make up Re-
gions 1, 2 and 3 of the U.S. Office
of Economic Opportunity.

After completing the course of
classroom and field training, the
trainees will have continued ac-
cess to consultation by the training
staff during the two-year life of
the project.

The primary purpose of the
OEO Alcoholism Counseling and
Recovery Program is to incorpor-
ate services for the alecoholic and
his family in Neighborhood Multi-
Service Centers and Neighborhood
Health Centers.

An important part of that effort
is to develop greater community
acceptance of the alcoholic and
his family. Present estimates are
that local programs will provide
direct recovery services to ahout
40,000 alcoholics when operating at
capacity, Additional supporting
and rehabilitative services will be
available to about 30,000 families.
There will be about 300 alcoholism
counselors in training programs
nation-wide during the first year
of operation.

Cross expressed the hope that
“the trainees who complete these
courses will become trainers them-
selves, and mobilize needed com-
munity resources to spread the
ability to help the alcoholics and
their families.

First, there is the matter of using
profanity and vulgar language in
a meeting that is opened and closed
with prayer. I believe we would
all agree that God as we under-
stand Him is in attendance at all
AA meetings. Was that really what
you wanted to say to him, Joe?

Second, what about the new man
or woman (or their wives or hus-
bands) who may be present? Did
you create for them the AA image
you really wanted to, Joe? Or, what
about my wife, Joe? She was with
me at the meeting, remember? You
didn't talk to her that way over
coffee after the meeting; why talk
to her that way during the meet-
ing? Does speaking to a group
of people give us license to say
things we would not consider say-
ing to an individual?

Then what about the male AAs
at the meeting, Joe? Do you have
some reason for thinking we ap-
preciate the foul language? You
might be surprised at the number
of us who don't.

And now, before you shove off
for good ol' East Cesspool, we also
have a suggestion for our chair-
man, and that is: hear your speak-
ers hefore you invite them to lead!

Yes, I know it's an “‘individual
program’ Mr. Chairman, and you
can work it any way you want to.
But have you ever stopped to think,
when you inflict some foul-mouth
on a group of people it's not an
individual matter? Everyone be-
comes involved. That's why we
look to you as a ‘“‘trusted servant"”
to select the best from among the
hundreds of good AA leads in this
area!

Bob L.
(Central Bulletin—Cleveland, 0.)
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Trustee Bernard Smith
Dies Of Heart Attack

Less than one month after he
substituted for Bill at the Conveh-
tion in Miami Beach, Bernard
Smith, vice chairman of A.A.'s
General Service Board, died of a
heart attack at his New York
home on July 31, 1970. He was
68 years old.

A distinguished attorney, Mr.
Smith described himself in Miami
Beach's Convention Hall, July 4,
as a ‘‘one-fisted drinker" and a
‘*so-called nonalcoholic, whatever
that means.

Bern joined the General Service
Board in 1944, served as its chair-
man and chairman of the General
Service Conference from 1951 to
1956 and was Board vice chairman
until his death.

In 1957 he was made an Honor-
ary Commander of the Order of
the British Empire by Queen
Elizabeth.

Bern helped incorporate the
original Alcoholic Foundation —
predecessor of the General Service
Board, as guardian of A.A.'s pro-
gram, and assisted in designing
the G.S. Conference as a unifying
bridge between A.A. members and
the Board.

AA's around the world join
Bill in extending sympathy to
Bern's widow, Sylvia, and their
two daughters. Those wishing to
pay their respects directly to the
family may do so by writing to
Mrs. Smith, care of Box 459,
Grand Central Station, New York,
N.Y. 10017.

Box 4-5-9

- H&l BROADSIDES

By George R., general ehnlrmml, ;
Northern California Hosplful & Institution Committee

e}

‘A review of the activities of the Northern California Hospital ‘and
Institution Committee indicates that, for the most part,” 1970 has' been
one of our most active years. A few facts ll]ustrate this:

1. The number of facilities covered now exceeds 100.

2. Approximately 6000 meetings were attended during 19’?0 at these
facilities. The number of meetings range from 1 to 8 per wpek

3. Over 2500 H and I members made this coverage posmble

4, In excess of $3,000,00 of A.A. literature was dﬂstrlbuted in covemng
these meetings.

The above flgureq are noted only to point up the .out&tandmg qu
done by the “‘unsung' contact chairmen who daily. and weekly cover the
many hospitals and institutions located in Northern. California. These
individuals travel countless miles giving up weekends and evenings to
make sure that all of these meetings are adequately covered. To the
best of my knowledge none have been missed.

This is the base and heart of the H and I Committee, These are the
individuals who know that they  always take more away, from these
meetings than they give. They are the people who know, that to kecp
this program you must give it away. ! ans o

Every year the number of facilities covered by the H and Iy Com
mittee continues to increase. There is an urgent need for more mem-
bers in order to cover these facilities adequately. If you are interested
and want to participate in this type of A.A. activity, contact your group
secretary who will be glad to put you in touch with the H and I Area
Chairman, Also a postcard or a letter addressed to HOSPITAL, AND
INSTITUTION COMMITTEE, P.O. Box 4032, SAN FRANCISCO, CALI-
FORNIA 94101, with either a phone number or an address where you
can be reached and you will receive a prompt answer.

One of the areas of H and I activity where we have not done as well
as we might have is attendance at our area and general meetings. These
are important to all of us, Here we can exchange ideas, raise questions
and solve mutual problems concerning our work in the hospitals and
institutions. Let's try to improve this area of our activity in the coming
year. In addition, continued cooperation and communication between all
members of the Hospital and Institution Committee should enable us
to do a better job next year.

Best wishes for a pleasant and thankful holiday season and con-
tinued success in our H and I work during the coming year.

UKIAH ALANO CLUB
FETES FIRST YEAR

The Ukiah Speaker Meeting this

be the Guest speaker at the 8:30
p.m. meeting which will be pre-
ceded by a pot-luck at 7:00 p.m.
After the meeting there will: be
a raffle for a number of fine

month will be held on Saturday,
December 5th at the Alano Club,
209 So. State Street. This will be
a special occasion, as it will cele-
brate the first anniversary of the
opening of the Alano Club, (on
a hope and a prayer).

Paula B. of Santa Rosa, long
time friend and active member
in the area for many years will

prizes, to be followed by a *‘bunco”
panty. They are hoping to have
visitors to help them celebrate,
and promise a real fine time
and lots of good A.A.

Men don’t marry women on 25
dollars a' week anymore—a girl
must be making at least ten tlmes
that much. .
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AZURE ACRES ANNUAL
XMAS PARTY DEC. 20th

The Azure Acres Fellowship
Group of A.A, will hold their
12th Annual Christmas Party Sun-
day Afternoon, December 20, 1970,
at 3:30 p.m. The party will be
preceded by a panel discussion,
the panel including Dr. Gil, Bud S.
and Jim N. Bill Hendricks will
be the Moderator. The meeting is
open to everyone. Members of
Al-Anon and their friends are
invited.

The usual excellent buffet, pre-
pared by Gladys Hendricks as only
she can do it, will be served fol-
lowing the meeting. There will be
ham, turkey, plum pudding and
all the goodies in the traditional
Azure Acres Christmas manner.

The lodge will be decorated in
all its Christmas splendor, includ-
ing a 15 foot Christmas Tree
reaching to the ceiling. There will
be a roaring fire in their famous
fireplace, everything will be on
hand except the snow, and the
surrounding atmosphere should
put everyone in a happy mood for
Christmas. Come and join in the
gala Christmas A.A. celebration.

Maps and directions are avail-
able at the San Francisco Alano
Club, and at all Central Offices,
or address Azure Acres, 2264
Greenhill Road, Sebastopol, Calif.
95472, and a map will be sent to
you by return mail.

The Azure Acres Wednesday
Closed Group has changed its
meeting time from 8:30 p.m. to
8:00 p.m. during the winter
months.

Every AA Group
Should have GOOD
NEWS on their FREE
literature table.

Has YOUR group?
WHY NOT?

News Events from S.F. Alano Club

Hey Look! — This is the month of gayety, fellowship and love;
fun-time! Forget your troubles and join us in the Spirit of the Holiday
Season; Christmas and New Years activities, A.A. Birthdays, Dances,
Buffets, Meetings and Parties, Where? At your Alano Club of course!

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5ith—FIRST DANCE! Start the month off
right by dancing to the music of the ‘Dry Notes'. Fine door prizes, too.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19th—MID-MONTH DANCE! Here's
where it's happening, at The Club! The call of the “Dry Notes”. Free
prizes yet!

CHRISTMAS DAY — FRIDAY, DEC. 25th — OPEN HOUSE &
BUFFET. Come be our guest, everyone is welcome! Dinner will be
served from 2 to 5 p.m. "By beautiful people who care.” Open A.A.
meeting at 12 noon.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26th — BIRTHDAY PARTY & DANCE.
Come join the December Birthdays Party. Dance to great records.
Birthdays cake and coffee. Get in on the celebration!

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31st — NEW YEAR'S EVE. The odds
are — no place in the City will generate more enthusiasm bringing in
the New Year than our own Alano Club. Plan to be with us and the
“Dry Notes”. A buffet will be served, also serpentine, noise-makers, ete.

That's it! A busy program for a wonderful month! Don't miss out
on the festivities. Remember the address.

SAN FRANCISCO ALANO CLUB
414 GRANT AVENUE CORNER BUSH STREET

STORY OF ALAMEDA'S
ISLAND FELLOWSHIP

Thirteen alcoholics and their
spouses gathered at the home of
a member the first week in June,
1958, to form a new group which
was to be known as the ‘Island
Fellowship’’ 1828 Lncoln Avenue,
Alameda, California 94501.

Plans were formulated, and af-
ter some searching a suitable
building was found. It mneeded
much in repairs and renovations,
but the landlord assured them
it would be ready by July lst.
As that date neared and there
was still much work left to be
done, the Founders decided to
help with the work.

Over the long 4th of July Holiday
weekend the place was a mad-
house, with people from wvarious
walks of life all wanting to give
of themselves to help create a
center for group purposes. The
first meeting was held July 10,
1958, with many friends present
from other groups to share our

new A.A. Center.

At first it was necessary for us
to borrow chairs and tables from
various sources, as the group had
very little in funds or fixtures to
begin with, but it was rich in the
one most valuable thing, FAITH.

With the help of our many
friends from other groups, and a
basic policy of keeping A.A. [first,
and being ready always to help
the sick alcoholic, the Island Fel-
lowship of Alameda has grown
to over 80 members. The Center
is open during the day, and the
last one out closes up. All our
help is voluntary, but the welcome
mat is always out to visiting
members.

Eight (8) meetings a week are
scheduled at the center, two day-
time meetings, and every mnight
except Friday. Saturday Night
meetings are open speaker type,
and the group is very grateful to
the many friends who have given
of their time and talents to share
their stories with us.



