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BUDAPEST HOLDS FIRST A.A. OPEN MEETING

The first open A.A, meeting in Hungary was held on June 12, 1969,
at the Hungarian Academy of Sciences in Budapest during the meeting

of the 15th
Aleoholism.

International Institute on Prevention and

Treatment of

A G.S.0. staff member, Midge M., atlended and participated in the
veek-long meetings of the Institute during her vacation.

Midge reports: ““The whole experience of Budapest was the mosl
exciting of my A.A. life, but the highlight was arranging and leading

an open A.A. meeting.

The four speakers carried out the
:nternational theme and had wide
appeal for the audience. They were
Peter B. from the Netherlands,
Inge L., West Germany, Richard
P,, Ireland, and Cecily C., U.S.A.

“Cecily and I were delighted to
see a group of Hungarian alcohol-
ics in atlendance, and Archer
Tongue, Director of the Institute,
graciously provided a translator
for them They seemed to absorb
avery word,

“We were also pleased to see at
‘he A.A, meeting some of the 350
professionals in the field of alcohol-
ism who were attending the TInsti-
tute meetings.

“We spent one afternoon at the
Pomaz-Dolina Therapia -which is
the state-operated facility ov al-
ccholics. They have beautiful cuar-
ters amid acres ol cherry and
apricot orchards and the 180 pa-
tlents receive medical, psychiatric
and occupational therapy - but
no AA. An A.A. member from
Finland was given permission to
tell his story to them through a
translator. They laughed and en-
joved the story and we expect the
message of hope reached them.

“They have clubs for alcoholics
in Hungary and we visited one in
Budapest. All alcoholics are cn-
couraged to go there and portici-
pate in the activities which are
primarily along social and cultural
lines. Nonalcoholics play a large
part in club affairs. They have very

little group therapy as we know
it and, of course, no A.A. Once
again, we realized how very fort-
unate we are and were filled with
gratitude for our A.A. program."

CONFERENCE REPORT
DISTRIBUTED

Inspirational A.A. thoughts fill
the pages of the Final Report
of the 19th General Service
Conference. We believe every
A.A, and every group will he
interested in sharing its contents
and being brought up to date
on AA, around the world.

! Copies are available to all

AA's for $1.75.

Box 4-5-9

VALLEJO PLANS 24th
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

The Vallejo Fellowship of A.A.
will hold its 24th Anniversary Din-
ner at 7:00 p.m. Saturday, August
23, 1969, in the A.A. Headquarters,
upstairs at 522 Marin Street, ac-
cording to Hazel L.

The dinner menu will feature
Kentucky Fried Chicken, and will
be followed by a meeting at 8:30
p.m. with “Bus’ D. of Colma the
Guest Speaker. No charge will be
made for the dinner, cost of which
will be covered by voluntary con-
tributions. All interested persons
are cordially invited.

World Service Meeting
In New York Oct. 8-11

The [lirst A.A. World Service
Meeting, with delegates from 13
overseas areas, convenes in New
York October 8-11, and the agenda
is already set.

The North American G.S.0., as
the senior (oldest, most experi-
enced) A A, service cenler, will
be host to A.A.'s from Australia,
New Zealand, South Africa, United
Kingdom, Belgium, France, Ger-
many, Holland, Mexico, Norway,
South America, and Finland.

In addition to Dr. John Norris,
chairman of our own G.S, Board,
Boh H., G.5.0. manager, and Bill
W., A.A.'s co-founder, North Amer-
ica will be represented by two
delegates chosen by the 19th Con-
ference; Warren S., California and
Charles D., Michigan.

Topics to be covered include
Service structures, financing, pub
lishing, group services, and Gen
eral Service Boards. The whole
purpose of the gathering is to be
a giant sharing session, so all of
us can learn from the experience
of others.

PT. RICHMOND GROUP
FETES 8th BIRTHDAY

The Point Richmond Group will
celebrate its 8th anniversary Mon-
day Night, August 25th, 8:30 p.m,,
meeting at 301 West Richmond
Ave,

Paul G., Secretary of the Inter-
County Fellowship office in San
Francisco, will be guest speaker
for the occasion. Refreshments
will be served.

The Vallejo Fellowship began
with only six members, but thou-
sands have ‘‘passed through"” in
the twenty-four years since then.
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NEWS OF AA DOINGS IN FRESNO

By GRACE A.

The Central Service secretaries will be hosts for the August Inter-
Group meeting to be held at St. John's Cathedral on August 9th. Dave
B., General Secretary of the group, will be the chairman.

Bob M. will be the speaker at the popular Sunday Morning Brunch
on August 17th, Bob L. (another Bob) is chairman and secretary of the
group. Annette F. has offered to recruit the speakers for this monthly

affair.

The Village Group will have
Clair R. of Exeter atl their monthly
speaker meeting on Friday, August
22nd. Clair, from his fine back-
ground of real A.A., always has
a message according to Lloyd F.,,
Secretary.

Lil is the new secretary of the
Monday Night Alano Club Group,
replacing Herb E. who is now
working as assistant to Max McD.,
Secretary of the Northern Califor-
nia Council of A.A. Max is already
formulating plans for the confer-
ence to be held here in Fresno in
October,

The Alano Club Building Fund
Committee has announced a fried
chicken dinner for Saturday, Aug-
ust 23rd, with Mary H. chairman
and Chef for this monthly dinner.
There will be bingo, the popular
white elephant raffle, and many
door-prizes.

Mary J. was honored as she
celebrated her 20th A.A. birthday
in the latter part of July. There
is no doubt as to why she is af-
fectionately called Mrs. Fresno
AA.

NCC MEET IN MODESTO
FRESNO PROGRAM SET

The NCC Central Committee met
in Modesto on Sunday, July 13th,
to discuss Council business gen-
erally, and to formulate the pro-
gram for the Fall Conference in
Fresno October 11-12.

After considerable discussion the
Young People were given a Sat-
urday Afternoon spot for a meeting
at Fresno.

The Sacramento conference was
reported as financially successful.
(See report herein). Funds were
voted for New York G.S., and
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“Architects of Adversity”
New AA Group in Oakland

A new group with a strange
name, ‘‘Architects of Adversity",
will hold its lirst meeting at the
Oakland Alano Club, 319-14th St.,
on Monday, August 18th, at 8:00
p.m. according to East Bay Office
Secretary Bob E.

This will be a closed discussion
group. Sylvia W., one of the found-
ers of the group, will be temporary
group secretary in charge of the
meeting.

NEWS FROM MODESTO

The Alano Club at 706 First
Street continues to maintain a very
active program under the leader-
ship of Secretary Jim H. with the
capable assistance of Polly,

The Saturday Nights are partic-
ularly interesting, with meetings
and ‘events’ every week. The ‘First
Saturday' Club meetings, from 7:30
to 9:00 p.m. are followed by danc-
ing and a cold buffet.

The A.A. meetings at the Club
the second Saturday of each month
feature visiting speakers at 8:00
p.m., with the monthly birthday
celebration afterward. Tom C. of
Alameda was Guest Speaker on
July 12th,

A pot-luck dinner is the feature
of the 4th Saturdays, with A.A.
patients from Modesto State Hos-
pital invited as guests of the Alano
Club.

The Alanon Group holds a meet-
ing in a private room at the Club
every Tuesday Night at 8:00 p.m.

The NCC Central Committee held
a business meeting at the Club on
Sunday, July 13th, to plan for the
Fresno Conference in Oct. (11-12),

PENINSULA ALANO CLUB
ACTIVE IN SAN MATEO

Many A.A. members, old and
new, do not know of the existence
of the Peninsula Alano Club at 714
North San Mateo Drive according
to Gene H. In a letter to GOOD
NEWS, Gene says,

““The Club can be a great help
to those who start climbing the
walls at home. Open week days
from 11 am. to 11 p.m. (Friday
midnite and Saturday 1:00 a.m.)
meetings are held Tuesdays at 8:30
p.m., Thursday Noon, and on Sun-
days a breakfast 10 a.m. to noon
with a meeting at 11:30 a.m."

Home-cooked dinners Saturday
Nights, monthly dances with a live
8 or 9 piece band, and a number
of other attractive features make
membership and attendance at
Club affairs a most enjoyable ex-
perience.

A "“Reno Night" is scheduled
for Saturday, August 9th—dinner
at 6:30, and ‘Reno’ games from
9 to 12 p.m,, played with $3,000
stage paper money which each
person get for a donation of $1.50.
Winnings are used for prizes at an
auction. A bingo game will also
be played.

On August 30 “‘The Alanotes"
will be playing for dancing. Re-
freshments will be served. Make
a date for a home-cooked dinner
any Saturday Night at 6:30 p.m.,
telephone 343-9682.

MT. SHASTA-DUNSMUIR
INTERGROUP MEETING

The groups in the Mt. Shasta-
Dunsmuir area will hold an inter-
group meeting on Saturday, Sept.
20th, in Dunsmuir.

They will have as guest speakers
two San Francisco members, Jack
G. and Sue C. Coffee and, after
the meeting, and lots of A.A. You
are invited.

A.A. has been investigated urd
the results are staggering: two
pints, it was found, equal one cav-
ort and alcohol removes the finish
from some people!"
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“THE LINK"

Group General Service Representatives will hold an area meeting on
Wednesday, August 20th, 8:00 p.m. at the Oakland Alano Club, 319-14th
Street, to review past events, and to plan ways to better carry the
message throughout the area. Please make every effort to attend this

meeting,

It is hoped we can also work out something on the program for the
off-year Assembly to be held November 22, 1969,

For the past year the General
Service New York office staff has
been working on a revision of the
Third Legacy Manual, and an-
nouncement has just been received
of the publication of the "'A.A. Ser-
vice Manual'', the name of the
revised form. (See Page 4).

Every group that has a GSR
registered with the General Service
office in New York will receive a
copy by mail, free of charge.
Please have your group register
a GSR, if you have not yet done
50, with General Service, Box 459
Grand Central Annex, New York,
N.Y. 10017,

Be sure, also, to register with
vour area delegate, Ed B., 1029
Hershner Drive, San Jose, Calif.
95124.

HUMBOLDT GROUPS TO
HOLD ANNUAL PICNIC

The Annual picnic of Humboldt
County A.A. groups will be held
this year on Sunday, August 17th,
at the *“Briar Patch', Riverside
Acres, in Carlotta, the same loca-
tion as in the past two years,

The affair will be pot-luck. The
Patch will furnish coffee and ice
cream. Bring your swim suils and
fishing gear and make a real day
of it. There will be games for young
and old alike, and plenty of A.A.
talk.

We cordially invite any A.A.
member vacationing or travelling
in the area to join us at our beau-
tiful old Briar Patch. A few guests
are welcome,

Let's make this a real big day
for Humboldt A.A. groups. For
further information call one of
these Fortuna phone numbers:
725-4890, 725-3865, 725-2636 or 725-
3777.

Three-D Group Will
Show 6.5.0. Film No. 3

The 3-D group which, as its name
implies, concentrates on the three
legacies, the three ‘dimensions’ of
A A., will present as its program
for Wednesday, August 13th, the
GSO [film #3, narrated by our
co-founder Bill W, and several New
York General Service Staffl mem-
bers.

Other Wednesdays in August will
be devoted to service topics, such
as "“12th Step Work with Women"
on August 6th (Betty H., Ambass-
adors Group), The Rebound Group
on the 20th, and a talk on Recovery
by George C. on the 27th.

The 3-D Group meets at 152
Church Street, San Francisco; the
time, 8 p.m.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

August 3—Inter-County Fellow-
ship Picnie, Blackberry Farm, Cu-
pertino, Calif.

August 10—CCFAA Annual Pic-
nic at the High School, Meadow
Vista, (just beyond Auburn on
Hwy. 80).

August 17—-Humboldt County AA
Groups Annual Picnic—the *‘Briar
Patch", Riverdale Acres, Carlotta,
Calif,

August 24—General Meeting, H &
I Committee, Front and Pacific
Streets, Santa Cruz, Calif.

September 6 — Veterans Home
Group 8th Annual Picnie, Home
grounds, Yountville.

October 11-12—Fall Conference,
Northern California Council, Fres-
no, California.

October 25—Inter-County Fellow-
ship 1969 Annual A.A. Banquet,

Inter-County Fellowship
Activities-News-Events

The Friday All-Groups meetings
in the Starr King room, First
Unitarian Church at Geary and
Franklin Streets, will present a
number of interesting out-of-town
speakers during August,

Jack H. of Palo Alto will speak
on Friday the 1st, along with Joan
G. of the S.F.-Marin Breakfast
group. Tom H. from the Burbank
Group in Santa Rosa on the 8th,
and Pat=M:, San Pablo Friendly
Fellowship, on the 15th, will both
be welcome additions to the month-
ly program.

The meeting “In The Alcove"
from 7:30 to 8 p.m. for beginners
only, with Arnold R. as Chairman,
is proving to be very popular and
helpful,

The film *“Bill's Own Story” will
be shown by groups meeting at
the Alano Club Monday through
Thuraday, August 11-14, 3rd floor,
414 Grant Avenue. It is also avail-
able, along with the projector and
screen, on both Friday and Sunday
Nights of that week. Contact the
Central Office.

The new Sequoia closed discus-
sion-study group meets on Thurs-
days in the Medical Conference
Room on the main floor of Sequoia
Hospital, Whipple and Alameda,
Redwood City. The time, originally
scheduled for 7 p.m.,, has been
changed to 7:30 p.m.

Don't forget the picnic on August
drd and the August 15th deadline
for reservations to the Annual
Banquet October 25th.
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New ‘A.A. Service Manual’

Now alive with today's vast scope
of A.A. service activities, the brand
new, complete revision of the
“Third Legacy Manual" is just off
the press under its new title: **The
A.A. Service Manual.”

The new publication gives a vis-
ion of A.A. as a whole, It slill con-
tains Bill's original and beautiful
history and inspired explanation
of the Conference structure as first
published in 1955. But many vital
G.S.R., committee, delegate and
area aclivities are here sel forth
for the first time.

Other sections are completely re-
arranged, re-edited, brought up to
date and in large part rewritten,
It is a “working manual" which

will never be “completed,”" of
course, because A.A. service is
never-ending,

Box 4-5-9

COMING EVENTS
IN OTHER STATES

August 6-9—Chattanooga, Tenn.—
18th Tennessee State Convention—
25th Southeastern Conference—Me-
morial Auditorium, Chattanooga.

August 8-9—Morristown, New Jer-
sey—International Doctors in A.A.
Annual Meeting. Write Secretary,
IDAA, 1950 Volney Rd., Youngs-
town, Ohio.

August 10—Portland, Oregon, In-
tergroup Annual Picnie. Pier Park,
St. John's District.

August 15-17—Medellin, Colombia,
South America—10th Anniversary
Convention, Write: Apartado Aereo
4887, Medellin,

August 22-24—Denver, Colorado—
Colorado State Convention, Write
Chm., 1641 So. Glencoe, Denver.

Aug. 29-30—Richmond, Virginia—
Virginia State Assembly. Write Va.
State Assembly, Box 12011, Semi-
nary Station, Alexandria, Va.

August 29-31—Portland, Oregon

August 30-31—Portland, Oregon
—Oregon State Conference, Write:
Conf. Chm., 232 N. Weidler St.,
Portland. £

Sept. 19-21—Scottsdale, Arizona,
19th State Convention, Safari Hotel.

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA COUNCIL
FINANCIAL STATEMENT — June 30, 1969

BALANCE IN BANK, January 1, 1969.
DEPOSITS (January 1, to June 30, 1969)..

$ 2,379.01
$ 8,268.68

$10,647.68

X PICNSIES TN CH BB i Misiirrisminttivisssiseasisioss i sl st Aty $ 6,768.2¢
BALANCE IN BANK, June 30, 1969....... $ 3,879.47
Sacramento Conference
June 28 - 29, 1969

INCOME:

REGISTRATION:

Pre-ConfertnCe ....omerismsmsciissmmsiemsssimssspens R
Conference Registration ... 649,00 § 734,00
COLLECTIONS:

Saturday, Bi30 P.M. .......osimremmmersssasssesssrssssonssernsrssassonmssaneres. $891.30
Saturday, 10:30 P.M, . Tz

o e e o ot emo e P (s M I g

MISCELLANEOUS:

L7 4 6 1 O T S et IO O o W BB e $307.25
Snack Bar .. 525.31
D T B e o T i b s s v B e O RS T Yy 7 6 2
TOTAL INCOME $3,289.95
EXPENSES:
TG ILI O i icaisserasrersnmssasss susinibuarmiess 153.26
N.C.C. Sec. & Conference Committee . 142,31
L7117 o 47 b4 v e e ) DO PP AT s F b R e N 160.90
DIOBE PriZes i 80.14
U023 o O e Bl ot R S e — 313.30
Sound Systems ...... 86,25
Publicity ... vt ARRORI s L Lt ST 25.00
ERACK BB cpopeorrsierserssisemsisisonsserssoss 176.98
L Ly e et O o B o AP S s 25.20
Tapes . PR R L O e o PR e e 11.90
Bt il 900.90
TOTAL EXPENSE $2,706.34
NET GAIN $ 583.61

Respectfully Submitted,

Max McD., Secretary
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ARA FIRST STEP HOME
DANCE PARTY SEPT. 13

The annual Fall Festival Bingo
and Dance Party of A.R.A. will be
held Saturday Night, September
13th, at the First Step Home, 1035
Haight Street in San Francisco.

Bingo will start at 8 p.m. with
dancing at 9:30, along with a fine
buffet served all evening. Dancing
to the fine ARA Dixieland Band.

An anticipated donation of $1.00
entitles the ticket holder to a
chance in a drawing for a $25.00
order and/or a $5.00 one. The
drawing is held to help defray the
expense of the party. Tickets may
be had at all Clubs, the A A. office,
ARA residents or at the door.

A door prize will also be given
away. There is no charge, as such,
for admission or the bingo, and
participation in the drawing is op-
tional. Everyone is invited!

Industrial Club Starts
Meeting-Dinner-Dances!

The first of a series of “‘second
Saturday'' affairs at the ‘new’
Industrial Club, 3198-16th Street,
San Francisco, will be held on
August 9, 1969, according to Man-
ager Chas. W,

A dinner of spaghetti and meat-
balls with all the trimmings will
be served at 6:00 p.m., followzd
by dancing to the taped music of
“The Clowns™. An anticipated do-
nation of $1.00 will include door
prizes.

Prior to the dinner Gene D, Calis-
toga, (Myrtledale Group) will be
the speaker at an A.A. meeting at
5:00 p.m. with Arnold R., San Fran-
cisco, as chairman. Your partici-
pation is invited!

Every AA Group
Should have GOOD
NEWS on their FREE

literature table.
Has YOUR group?
WHY NOT?

"RED” M.—SPEAKER
S.F. ANNUAL BANQUET

The Annual A.A. Banquet spon-
sored by the Inter-County Fellow-
ship, to be held in the Gold Ball-
room of the Sheraton Palace Ho-
tel, San Francisco, on Saturday,
October 25, 1969, will be called
“The Pink Elephant Ball' accord-
ing to Bobbie S.

“Red"" M. who in addition to be-
ing a member of A.A. just ‘hap-
pens' to be a radio personality
from Las Vegas, will be the speak-
er, and Bobby says, “Nick Jor-
dan's band will provide the music,

the kind you want, your favorite
songs! Just request them; also
specialty numbers! Good food, too:
the best of the ‘Palace’'! All this
for just $10.75 per person.”

Reservations must be made by
or before August 15th, as a cash
deposit must be made to the Palace
Hotel and the orchestra by that
date. There is no money available
except from paid reservations. “We
are self-supporting.”” A minimum
of 350 paid reservations will pro-
vide the cash to ‘seal the deal’.

The reservation form below is
for your convenience. Why don't
you send it now with your check
or money order?

(Tickets $10.75 each)

October 25, 1969

Please mail this order, with your check to:
BANQUET COMMITTEE, ROOM 84, 166 GEARY ST., S.IF., CA. 94108

Check enclosed for $........... (no refunds). Send

(Name -- please print)

tickets for Banquet to:

(Street address -- City) (Zip Code

(PLEASE DO NOT WRITE BELOW)
DATE ........ ORDER'NO. ........... TABLE NO. ........... TICKETS NO. ..........

Hospital and Institution Service
Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1969

July 1968
August 1968
September 1968
October 1968
November 1968
December 1968
January 1969
February 1969
March 1969
April 1969
May 1969

June 1969

Totals
Cash Balance (7-1-68)
Cash Balance (7-1-69)

Donations Dishursements
$547.01 $ 91.61
517.42 752.56
288.30 286.41
567.97 799.16
366.38 373.42
403.15 372.38
502,06 424 34
509.59 623.07
569.60 679.06
265.12 229.21
347.75 590.00
687.64 707.50
5,671.99 5,928.72
359.76

103.03

$6,031.75 $6.031.75
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FOUR TRUSTEES RETIRE

(BOX 4-5-9 NEWS)

Four members of the G.S. Board
said brief au revoirs at the 1969
Conference in New York.

Prof. Harrison M. Trice (Cornell
Sociologist) nonalcoholic trustee re-
tiring from the Board, said, I
have been an outsider, but I have
been loved and even listened to."”

Frank R., completing his 4-year
term as regional trustee from the
Northeast U.S. will be succeeded
by Bill C., Massachusetts,

Tom B., Western Canada trustee,
is succeeded by John R., Alberta,

Steve 0., Long Beach, N.Y., suc-
ceeds Ed L., general service trus-
tee.

S A B SRR *

With a colorful ‘now’ cover, the
new J8-page pamphlet, *“Young
People in AA'" is available now
at 15¢ per copy. It begins with a
“true or false' lineup of familiar
rationalizations (But I'm too young
to be an alcoholic!') Then ten
members whose ages range from
16 to 26 tell their own stories.

Part II of the 1969 World Di-
rectory (around the world except
U.S. and Canada) is due to be
mailed out this month, free to all
listed in it, available to other A.A.'s
at 50¢ per copy. Part I was mailed
in May.

TWENTY-FOUR HOURS

(Editor's note: written by a new
member 24 hours after attending his
first meeting.)

Twenty four hours have come and
gone since I had a drink
Twenty-four hours to where I could
sit and think of
Things I can do and things I cannot
One hour makes the difference be-
tween the bottom and the top
I need a drink right now, but
in an hour I may not.
I shall put it off and await the
time 'till then.
And if T think I need a drink
I shall put it off again.
That hour has passed!
Sobriety is here to stay for
another twenty-four hours,
Which is just today!
A new one-minute TV public
service announcement film, all in
color, is ready for distribution.

VETERANS HOME GROUP
8th ANNUAL PICNIC

The Veterans Home Group of
AA., will hold their 8th Annual
Picnic on Saturday, September 6th,
starting at noon, in Kangas Oaks
on the Home grounds, and lasting
until?

There will be plenty of fried
chicken, hot dogs, cold drinks and
the indispensable hot coffee. If will
be a family affair; children wel-
come.

Walter McC. of the Sacramento
Recovery House will be the guest
speaker. The event is co-sponsored,
as in the past, by groups from
Vallejo, Napa and the Sonoma
Valley according to ‘Rube’ S., Sec-
retary.

“Is your husband very good at
repairing things around the
house?"

“Well, I don't like to criticize,
but ever since he fixed the clock
the cuckoo backs out and asks
‘What time is it?" *

Good News First Class

—malil, that is! If you want to
get GOOD NEWS promptly instead
of waiting for 3rd class (permit)
mail, send in 60¢ either money or
stamps and we will put your name
on the First Class Mail list,

Jack Irving Reprints

The reprints of Jack Irving's
article, ““The Responsibilities of
a Group Secretary'” are now
available for those wishing cop-
ies. The bulk rate is 50¢ a dozen,
but single copies will be sent
free to GOOD NEWS subscribers
upon request. Address GOOD
NEWS, 166 Geary Street, Room
84, San Francisco, Calif. 94108.
Remittance must accompany
bulk orders; stamps acceptable.

We also have a supply of “Cer-
tificate of Appreciation' forms
to give to Guest Speakers; avail-
able in exactly the same manner
as above,

REMEMBER THIS ONE?
How well do I remember,
"T'was an evening in September,
I was carrying home my load with
manly Pride.

When my legs began to stutter.

And I lay down in the gutter.

Then a pig came up and lay down
by my Side.

We were singing “‘It's fair weather
When good fellows get together",
And a lady passing by was heard
to say,

“You can tell a man who hoozes
By the company he chooses,"

And the Pig got up and slowly
walked away.
—Anon—

GOOD

Subscribe to

Bulk Rates: 10c per copy — 10 copies per month $1.00, etc.
Individual Subscription per year $1.20
Subscription outside of U.S. $1.80 per year
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Enclosed find $..cccoooeve o A copies of
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LETTER FROM FINLAND

Helsinki, July 17, 1969
Goods News
California

Well, a year has gone since 1
renewed my subscription in last
vear. Here are two dollars for
the same purpose, because 1 have
liked to read your magazine.

Surely, this world is not \'er_\'-'
large. In October I have planned
to come there to see your office,

I'm elected for delegate Finnish
A.A. to the World Service Meeting
in New York and my friends from
San Francisco have collected mon-
ey for paying the trip between New
York and San Francisco, 150 dol-
lars! So, it seems that it is possible
to come there alter the Meeting
in New York.

I also asked from Dr, Earle M.
from San Francisco what he is
thinking about il I take a hundred
slides which shows our meetings
and members and some pictures
from Helsinki and the country-side
of Finland. He told that they may
arrange a meeting for showing
thkem, if not just in San Francisco
50 in some other town near it.

I hope that this planning will be
true in October and I will be there
with my friend Johan, who is the
other delegate from Finland and

who understand your language
much better than me,

Sincerely,

Veikko K.

Don’t let the past be a, burden
on your conscience, or tomorrow
a broken dream. Try, by the grace
of God, to live just for today.

H&I BROADSIDES

By George R., general chairman,
Northern Colifornia Hospital & Institution Committee

Although the attendance at the Sacramento Conference was somewhat
smaller than expected, due to the vacation season, the Hospital and In-
stitution portion was extremely well attended. Saturday afternoon our
open H and I meeting was held in the main auditorium with Bud G.,
Regional Chairman — North Coastal Region, acting as M.C. As usual
Bud did an outstanding job.

Our non-alcoholic guest speaker, Virginia Nash, Coordinator of Volun-
teer Services, Modesto State Hospital, gave an excellent presentation
ol the functions of her responsibilities, its early history, and progress
with the A A, program at Modeslo State Hospital, It is gratifying to have
friends like Virginia working with us in the Hospitals that we service.

Bill M. from Moraga, our alcoholic speaker, followed Virginia to
the podium. His experiences, his introduction to A.A. through his sponsor
Moraga Joe, and his progress on the A.A, program were very stimulating.
Many thanks again from us all to Bud G., Bill M., and Virginia Nash
for an outstanding program.

Sunday we held our regular IT and T workshops, Lee W., former Area
IT Chairman from Concord, chaired the Hospital session, and Elton
(Pinky) P., Area XI Chairman from Carmel chaired the Institution
meeting, As usual both of these individuals did an excellent job, Many
questions covering both hospitals and institutions were raised and lively
discussions occurred in both meetings.

Meetings of this type are excellent since many problems are dis-
cussed, ideas explored and diverse viewpoints presented. Such meetings
lead to a better understanding of our mutual problems. In H and I work,
as in most every other part of our lives, communication is a very vital
factor,

Bill S. of Stockton, has resigned as Regional Chairman-—Southern
Valley Region and will continue to devote his time as Coordinator at
Folsom, Bill, a former General Chairman, has devoted many years to
the H and I Committee in many capacities and has always done an
outstanding job. Joe D. of Modesto will succeed Bill S. as Regional
Chairman.

Other changes effective July 1, 1969 are as follows:

Pres. S. of San Jose appointed to the Co-Chairman for Institutions.

Roy H. of San Jose replacing Pres as Regional Chairman —
Southern Coastal Region.

Jerry G. of San Jose replacing Roy as Area VII Chairman.

Russ M. of Richmond was appointed Tape Librarian.

Best wishes for a speedy recovery to Clarence (Monk) W. of Loleta,
Area X Chairman. Monk was involved in an auto accident returning
from a facility and has been hospitalized.

Don't forget our next General Meeting to be held August 24, 1969,
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Santa Cruz, Front and Pacific Streets across
from the Post Office. Let's all be there.

ESPECIALLY FOR NEWCOMERS

MONDAY BEGINNERS
Speaker Meeting with
Questions and Answers

THURSDAY BEGINNERS
Speaker—Discussion Meeting

Both Meetings held at 1755 Clay St., San Francisco—8:30 pm
Coffee — Refreshments — Arm’s Length A.A. after each Meeting
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CHARMING IS THE WORD FOR ALCOHOLICS

By FULTON OURSLER

Down at the very bottom of the social scale of A.A. society are the
pariahs, the untouchables and the outcasts, all underpriviliged and all
known by one excoriating epithet—relatives, I am a relative. I know my
place. I am not complaining. But T hope no one will mind if I venture the
plaintive confession that there are times, och many times, when I wish
I had been an alcoholic. By that I mean that I wish I were an A.A. The
reason is that I consider the A.A. people the most charming in the world.

Such is my considered opinion.
As a journalist it has been my
fortune to meet many of the people
who are considered charming. I
number among my friends stars &
lesser lights of stage and cinema;
writers are my daily diet; I know
the ladies and gentlemen of both
political parties; I have been en-
tertained in the White House; I
have broken bread with kings and
ministers and ambassadors; and I
say, after that catalog, which
could be extended, that I would
prefer an evening with my A.A.
friends to any person or group
of persons I have indicated.

I asked mysell why I consider
50 charming these alcoholic cater-
pillars who have found their butter-
fly wings in the Alcoholics Anony-
mous. There are more reasons
than one, but I can name a few.
The A.A. people are what they
are, and they were what they
were, because they are sensitive,
imaginative, possessed of a sense
of humor and an awareness of
universal truth. They are sensitive,
which means they are hurt easily,
and this has helped them become
alcoholics. But when they have
found their restoration, they are
still as sensitive as ever; respon-
sive to beauty and to truth and
eager aboul the intangible glories
of this life. That makes them
charming companions. And they
are possessed of a sense of uni-
versal truth that is often a new
thing in their hearts. The fact
that this at-one-ment with God's
universe had never been awakened
in them is sometimes the reason
why they drank. The fact that it
was at last awakened is almost al-
ways the reason why they were
restored to the good and simple
ways of life. Stand with them
when the meeting is over and
listen as they say the '‘Our Father’.

toration, their sense of humor finds

They have found a Power great-
er than themselves which they dili-
gently serve. And thal gives a
charm that never was elsewhere
on land or sea; this makes you
know that God Himsell is really
charming, because the A.A. people
reflect His Mercy and His forgive-
ness. They are imaginative and
that helped to make them alco-
holics. Some of them drank to
flog their imagination to greater
efforts., Others guzzled only fo
black out unendurable visions that
rose in their imaginations. But
when they have found their res-
toration, their imagination is re-
sponsive to new incantations, and
their talks abound with color and
light and that makes them charm-
ing companions too.

They are possessed of a sense
of humor. Even in their cups they
have been known to say dammably
funny things. Often it was being
forced to take seriously the little
and mean things of life that made
them seek escape in a hottle. But
when they have found their res-

(]
Stockton Midtown News
By Joan F.

The monthly pot-luck dinners at
Midtown are proving very popular.
The cost is nominal; 50¢ if you
bring a salad or main dish, or
$1.00 otherwise. Colfee and dessert
are furnished by Midtown, the
time, 6:00 p.m.

An open A.A. meeting at 8 p.m.
is followed by bingo, The August
event is scheduled for Saturday,
the 2nd (first Saturday).

An impressive number of birth-
day wyears (at least 67) will be
celebrated on Friday, August 15th,
at Midtown. Among those sharing
the birthday cake will be Kim M.,
22 years; Dick B., 12 years; Jim
G. and Maurice I, 9 years: Leon-
ard M., 5 years, and half a dozen
others with one to four years.

Joe B., ‘Napa Joe' will do the
honors for Midtown's Speaker
meeting on Saturday Night, August
23rd, at 8:00 p.m. Home-made
cake, coffee and bingo will follow
the meeting.

a blessed freedom and they are
able to reach a god-like state
where they can laugh at them-
selves, the wvery height of self-
conquest. Go to meelings and
listen to their laughter. At what
are they laughing? At ghoulish
memories over which weaker souls
would eringe in useless remorse.
And that makes them wonderful
people to be with by candelight.

News Events from S.F. Alano Club

By Paul “Bus” D,
Somehow we have missed the usual summer lull at our parties and
dances. This can only be atiributed to your interest and participation.
We will continue to do our best, and to you we say, “'thanks and keep

coming.”

SATURDAY, AUGUST 2, 1969—NO DANCE TONIGHT. Dance at the
big picnic Sunday, August 3, at Blackberry Farm. Cupertino.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 16, 1969—MID-MONTH DANCE. Dancing to
the music of the “Dry Notes.” Personalized door prizes just for you.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 30, 1969—AUGUST BIRTHDAY PARTY AND
DANCE. A TIME TO CELEBRATE ALL THOSE AUGUST A.A. BIRTH-
DAYS. Dancing to great records. Coffee and cake.

Come one — come all. You're all invited, your family, your crowd,
your group, your friends — you and you and you. We'll be here to greet
you — keep the dates and address handy.

SAN FRANCISCO ALANO CLUB —
414 GRANT AVENUE, CORNER BUSH STREET



