Good News @

APRIL,
1969

Published Monthly in San Francisco, California
By the Northern California Council of Alcoholics Anonymeus

Vol. XII
No. 5

‘FIRSTS AT SAN JOSE

MARCH CONFERENCE DRAWS CROWD

400 Attend Dinner

The annual Spring Conference of
Northern California Council at San
Jose March 1-2 was quite success-
ful, and will be remembered for
a number of reasons according to
Max MeD., Council Secretary.

The two public meetings were
well attended, with about 1,900
Saturday night and nearly 1,000
Sunday afternoon. Tom B., Cana-
dian Trustee, was given a standing
ovation Saturday Night, but there
were those who thought his recep-
tion would have been much more
enthusiastic had he spoken for 45
minutes or so rather than an hour
and thirty minutes.

Marion C. from Los Angeles
made a very stirring talk on Sun-
day afternoon. She told a moving
story of trouble, sorrow and final
success in accepling the AA pro-
gram, She spoke rapidly, with
obvious sincerity, and while at
times it was difficult to under-
stand her, she was accorded a
standing ovation for her inspira-
tional message.

About 400 people gathered at the
Sainte Claire Hotel for dinner Sat-
urday Night. In past years there
has been a breakfast Sunday morn-
ings, with a program, speakers,
etc., but this was the first time
for such a dinner; a no host, no
program, informal ‘just dinner’
affair.

The idea of ‘just dinner’ at 6:30
p.m. preceding the Saturday Night
8:30 mecting, was very enthusias-
tically received, and it was voted
right there, by acclamation, to con-
tinue the idea at future confer-
ences. Many people prefer the din-

ner idea because they like to have
conference Sunday mornings at
leisure after the Saturday Night
activities.

The Alanons had a luncheon on
Saturday at the Sainte Claire Hotel
with about 250 people altending,
and General Service Interior Panel
held a special election for Chair-
man-Delegate, More about these
two events will be found elsewhere
in this issue.

The June Conference will be held
in Santa Rosa on the 28th and
29th.

CHUCK C. & TRUMAN H.
AT OAKLAND-EAST BAY
28th A.A. ANNIVERSARY

Chuck C., Laguna Beach, will be
the Guest Speaker at the first pub-
lic meeting, scheduled for 8:00 p.m.
Saturday Night, April 18th, of the
two-day 28th anniversary celebra-
tion of the Oakland East Bay In-
ter-Group Fellowship, April 19-20,
according to Dean A. General
Chairman.

The event will be held in the
Berkeley Veteran's Auditorium, on
Center Street between Milvia and
Grove. Registration will start at
6:00 p.m. and dancing to the
music of Eddie Lyle's band will
follow the meeting.

A Continental Breakfast will be
served in the spacious circular
snack-bar Sunday Morning at nine
o'clock, with an Intergroup panel
meeting set for 10:30, and a Serv-
ice panel at 1:30 p.m., following
lunch at 12,

Truman H., Glen Ellen, will ad-

(Continued on page 4)

ALL CALIFORNIA AA
YOUNG PEOPLE RALLY
FRESNO APRIL 26-27

The young people in AA, all the
voung people in both Northern and
Southern California, will rally in
Fresno for two days of meetings,
Saturday and Sunday, April 26-27,
at the Hotel Californian, head-
quarters. The possibility -of such
an event has been under consid-
eration for some time according
to Jack G., General Chairman.

One of the important reasons for
the rally is the feeling that the
lone young person in older groups,
particularly in the lesser populated
area, should be given an oppor-
tunity to share experiences with
other young people; give him a
real identity and a feeling of be-
longing,

Participation is not confined to
young people, however. All mem-
bers, old and young are encour-
aged to attend and share. The
voung people feel that they need a
chance to share their problems
and feelings with older members
so that their efforts toward so-
briety, and the wish to be a part
of AA, may be accepted as sincere
instead of ‘*'you're too young',
“you're not ready’'.

The young people will, to the
best of their ability, try to follow
the traditions and advice of their
elders and the experience of the
International Advisory Council of
Young People in A.A,

Meetings will have panelists and
speakers from both North and
South; members of Y.P. groups
and some not so affiliated, but
all will be alcoholics. On Saturday
evening meetings will be held at
8:00 (open) and 9:15 p.m. and on

(Continued on page 5)
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NEWS OF AA DOINGS IN FRESNO

By GRACE A.

April “showers” Fresno AA groups with a month filled wi h interest-
ing events. Dick and Eve from Bakersfield will be the speakers for the
April 12th (Saturday) Inter-group meeling. Hostesses will be members
of the Powder Puff and the Friday Women's groups, according to Chair-
man Mary Lou R. and her committee, Lucille T., Dean G. and Eunice S.

Howard T. is planning a mexican fiesta dinner of enchiladas for the
Alano Club’s monthly party the next Saturday, April 19th; the money
going to the building fund. Fresno's Planning Commission recently gave
the final 0.K. to the sale of the property for the new Alano Club building.

Mac McG. will be the principal speaker at the monthly breakfast
meeting under the chairmanship of Bob L. This meeting continues to

draw very well.

CENTRAL ALL-GROUPS
IN S.F. ON FRIDAYS

The April program of the San
Francisco Fellowship's ‘All-Groups’
will feature a number of well-
known member speakers, two from
out of town.

The meetings, at 8:30 p.m., are
held every Friday in the new Uni-
tarian Church at Geary and Frank-
lin Streets, with plenty of parking
available. The public is invited.
The doors open at 7:30 p.m. and
coffee is served both before and

Tom W., Los Angeles, is scheduled to speak at the monthly Palm
and Shaw Village meeling on Friday, April 25th. Tom will be welcomed
by a'large group of friends.

Mary J.'s Friday group is now sponsoring a ‘‘tape meeting’' night.
Max M. has a large tape library of some of the outstanding speakers
from conferences, The first tape will be Marion from Southern California,

The Miramonle Group is honoring K.B. ‘Budd's' birthday with a
dinner meeting celebrating his 21st year. This is an annual affair to
honor a member who continues to devote his time and his life to A.A.

after the meetings.

The April schedule:

APRIL 4—George R.—Concord:
Betty H. — Ambassadors; Host
Grouvp—Telegraph Hill,

APRIL 11-Bill Z.—S.F. Alano
Club; Gen McK.—Brishane; Host
Group—Ross Hospital Group.

APRIL 18—Evans B.—Gratitude:

ALANONS LUNCHEON AT
SAN JOSE CONFERENCE

Another ‘first' was registered at
the San Jose Conference on Sat-
urday, March 1st, when over 250
Alanon and Alateen members,
friends and some AA spouses, too,
sat down to a luncheon served in
the Patio Room at the Sainte
Claire Hotel.

The speaker and Guest of Honor
was Elsa C, (wife of Chuck C.)
Laguna Beach. Poised, charming,
spiritual and intelligent, Elsa told
her story, pointing up particularly
the idea that the Alanon should
try to release the alcoholic in love,
rather than to abandon him (or
her) in disgust, bitterness and
frustration.

The luncheon was delicious, and
HOT, and from the moment Elsa
started to speak it seemed that
everyone in the room was taken
by her personality and sincerity;
that they could identify with her
as a woman who had learned to
cope with the problem of alcohol-
ism.

The success of this event may
mean that an Alanon Luncheon will
become an annual affair,

MYRTLEDALE GROUP'S
ST. PATRICK'S DAY

The second St. Patrick's Day AA
meeting, and the corned beel and
cabbage dinner served by the S.F.
Police Department Group, which
followed, drew a crowd in excess
of 450 at the Fairgrounds in Calis-
toga on Sunday, March 16th.

Father Art, San Francisco, the
Guest Speaker made a very mov-
ing address which we understand
was taped, according to Gene D,
of Mpyrtledale Lodge, which had
open house after the dinner.

The Mpyrtledale Groups have
meetings every day of the week;
various types for varying purposes;
Tapes, beginners', “‘Broads” (Sat-
urdays), visitors, and finally, an
open speakers meeting every Sun-
day afternoon,

Jane O'T.—Stepping Stone, Host
Group—Westlake.

APRIL 25—Joe R.—Maritime;
Ruth F.—Petaluma; Host Group—
Sixty Minute.

FATHER BARNEY AT
STAR LODGE FIFTH
BIRTHDAY APRIL 20

The fifth anniversary of the AA
group which meets at Star Lodge
in Santa Cruz will be celebrated
on Sunday, April 20th, with an
open house, buffet, and meeting at
2:30 in the afternoon according to
Bill O.

Father Barney, well known Cath-
olic Priest AA speaker, will ad-
dress the meeting. He is at pres-
ent recuperating at the Lodge from
a recent illness.

ESPECIALLY FOR NEWCOMERS

MONDAY BEGINNERS
Speaker Meeting with
Queslions and Answers

THURSDAY BEGINNERS

Speaker—Discussion Meeting

Both Meetings held at 1755 Clay St., San Francisco—8:30 pm
Coffee — Refreshments — Arm’s Length A.A, after each Meeting
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NEWS FROM MODESTO

Sierra Conservation Center will
celebrate their First Anniversary
with a dinner on April 19th. Harvey
E. of Woodland will be the speaker,
according to Joe D., Area Chair-
man, who says that women guests
will be welcome, but must be ac-
companied by an AA member. This
is the first time women have been
invited to any AA function at
Sierra. The meeting follows dinner.

Not previously reported; the
Family Alanon Group at Sierra
was served an elaborate buffet din-
ner by Herman Hammer and his
inmate erew on January 4th, com-
memorating their First Apniver-
sary. About 60 people attended, and
Bill M. made a tape ol a meeting
with Ada D. as Chairman, following
the dinner.

Trinidad, “loyal and devoted AA
member'' celebrated his 2nd birth-
day in March. He has passed his
state examination and is now an
apprentice barber, but is at pres-
ent in Veteran's Hospital at Liver-
more for treatment of a neck in-
jury received during his wartime
service,

George and Marie T. of Group
One will have their fifth birthday
in April. George followed Marie
into AA to ‘“profect’’ her, and
stayed to enjoy the same benefits.
They are known as devout mem-
bers and competent speakers.

One gal went “to any lengths'
trying to get it! She wanted a
meeting at 1 a.m. and broke into
a Club through a glass door, only
to find the place empty. She then
proceeded to break windows and
create havoe until apprehended by
a patrolman who halted her en-
thusiasm.

She has been back twice, but
feels that she is a non-alcoholic
and really doesn't need AA!

Modesto recently lost one of its
favorite AA old timers. Ron G.,
former H. & I. Area Chairman,
has moved to Reno, Nevada, and
will be sorely missed. Daughter
Ronnie will graduate from Modesto
High School in June, and plans
to attend the University of Nevada.

BEN W. TO ADDRESS
5th YEAR BANQUET
IN HAYWARD APRIL 12

Southern Alameda County Serv-
ice Center will celebrate their 5th
Anniversary on Saturday, April
12th with a buffet dinner and sance
in Southland Mall, lower mall
banquet room 60, Hayward.

Ben W., Attorney from Holly-
wood, will be Guest Speaker at the
dinner scheduled for 6:00 p.m. and
dancing to the music of Ozzie's
band will follow dinner. An AA
Library will be given as a door
prize. A donation of $2.75 per per-
son is anticipated.

DEWEY RECUPERATING

Dewey S., well known 'Old
Timer' of San Mateo, is in Mills
Square Hospital, 101 San Mateo
Drive, recovering from the ef-
fects of a stroke suffered on
March 4th, accordir.g to his wile
Ruth.

While no paralysis resulted,
and his mind is quite clear, he
is having a bit of speech diffi-
culty which is considered to be
temporary. Cards and letters
welcome!

SUNSET ALANON FETES
Tst BIRTHDAY MAY 6

The Sunset Alanon Family Group
will celebrate their First Anniver-
sary on May 6th with an open
meeting and party in the Holy
Name Church School cafeteria at
40th Avenue and Lawton Street,
San Francisco, the time, 8:00 p.m.

Three speakers will be heard;
Bernadette N., Alanon; Ganine G.,
Alateen, and Father Jim G., A.A.
Refreshments will be served follow-
ing the meeting.

Joe D., H. & I. Chairman, Area 8,
has been recuperating from recent
surgery, but expects to be back
at work by the first of this month.

DR. GILL WILL SPEAK
AT EL CERRITO APRIL 26

The El Cerrito Fellowship will
present Dr. Gill as their Guest
Speaker at an open meeting to
be held Saturday Evening, April
26th, at 8:30.

The meeting place is 11231 San
Pablo Avenue, El Cerrito. Refresh-
ments will be served throughout
the evening, and dancing will fol-
low the meeting. All are invited,
and everyone is welcome!

FRIENDLY FELLOWSHIP
MONTHLY ACTIVITIES

The Friendly Fellowship at 1426-
13th Street in San Pablo has three
events of note scheduled for April,
and which they plan to continue
each month, according to Brad and
Ed R., co-chairmen,

A  Sunday Breakfast, Chuck-
wagon size', prepared by Chef Joe
A., will be served on April 6th at
10 a.m. with a speaker meeting
featured at noon. Breakfast contri-
bution of $1.00 will be appreciated.

A pot-luck dinner is held the 2nd
Saturday of each month, at 6 p.m.,
and the 3rd Friday is Birthday
Night, wtih an 8:30 meeting and
festivities thereafter. For informa-
tion call Club Manager Grant at
232-9814.

3D GROUP RESUMES
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS

The 3D group which meets at
162 Church Street, near 14th and
Market, San Francisco (St. Francis
Lutheran Church) will resume
meeting on Wednesday night again
as of April 2nd, according to Frank
B. They changed to Thursday dur-
ing March at the request of the
Church. .

The meetings start at 8§ p.m.,
run for an hour and a half, with
a speaker followed by discussion
and questions on a selected topic
of the AA triangle, Recovery, Unity
and Service, or related subjects.
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The 'Blackhoard Talk’
By Dr. Earle—April 5

Dr. Earle M. of Mill Valley will
give his famous ‘Blackboard’ talk
at San Mateo Saturday Night, April
5th. He will be introduced by Paul
G., Inter-County Fellowship Secre-
tary.

The Peninsula All-Groups will
host the meeting which will be
held in Student Union Cafeteria
at College of San Mateo, located
at the end of Hillsdale Boulevard.
To get there take the Hillsdale
turnoff from Bayshore Freeway,
jog right at the end, and ‘“‘there
it is" says Paul,

27th Annual Banquet
Wash., D.C. April 12

The Washington Area Inter-Group
will hold their 27th Annual Ban-
quet at the Sheraton Park Hotel
in Washington, D.C. on Saturday
Evening, April 12th, “‘the biggest
night of the yvear™ according to the
W.A.ILA. Reporter.

Scheduled speakers are Marge
R., Ashburnham, Mass., and Jack
0., San Antonio, Texas. Ernie R.
will be the MC. There will be a
coffee hour from 5-7 p.m., dinner
at seven; the cost, $9.00 per person.

GS INTERIOR PANEL 2
ELECTS AT SAN JOSE

Due to the resignation of Howard
T. as Chairman-Delegate of Inter-
jor Panel 2, General Service, a
special election was held during the
conference at San Jose on March
1st to fill the vacancy.

Ralph W. of Sacramento, who
was alternate Delegate, moved up
to fill the vacancy left by Howard's
resignation, and Bob B., Pondosa,
was elected to fill the vacancy as
interim Secretary-Alternate, for the
balance of the term. George A. H,
of Sacramento will continue as
Treasurer.

Hear Jack B., Hollywood, May
23rd at S.F. All-groups meeting.

H&I BROADSIDES

By George R., general chairman,
Northern California Hospital & Institution Committee

Every time I attend a Conference, I always expect it to be another
“good one”. The recent San Jose Conference, held March 1 and 2, 1969,
as usual, exceeded my expectations. Insofar as “The Hospital and Insti-
tution Committee' was concerned, it proved to be excellent.

On Saturday morning the “open H and I" meeting was well atiended
and proved to be extremely interesting and informative. Cecil C. of
Brisbane, our San Francisco Regional Chairman, capably acted as M.C.
Our non-alcoholic speaker, Dr, Sidney Goldstein of the San Jose Alcoholic
Rehabilitation Clinic, presented an interesting and challenging talk on
communication in our changing world today and the relationship of AA
to this world,

Ernie B,, a former Area and Regional Chairman from San Francisco,
followed Dr. Goldstein. His experiences in AA, his early efforts in H and
I work, and his current experiences in this field were very stimulating.
Ernie has devoted many years to H and I work, and never shirks any
request. Many thanks to Dr. Goldstein, Ernie B., and Cecil C. for an
excellent program,

Sunday morning we held our regular H and I workshops Ralph B..
of Alameda, Area V Chairman, did an excellent job of conducting the
Institution meeting, and Vern 8. of San Pablo, Coordinator, Contra Costa
County Hospital, did an equally fine job chairing the Hospital workshop.
Group participation in discussions on the many topics raised highlighted
these meetings which are designed to answer questions and to seek solu-
tions to the many problems occuring in the various areas throughout
Northern California.

Spring always seems to be a particularly busy season for H and I
work. Many of our institutions have their annual conferences during this
portion of the vear. Chronologically these are (1) Sierra Comservation
Center at Jamestown on Saturday, April 19, 1969 from 6 to 10:45 p.m.
Anyone interested in attending, contact Joe D,, Area 8 Chairman for
details; (2) Soledad State Prison at Soledad on Sunday, April 27, 1969,
starting at 10:00 a.m. For information call Roy H., Area 7 Chairman,
Pinky P., Area 2 Chairman or Pres, S., South Coast Regional Chairman:
(3) Folsom State Prison, Saturday, May 24, 1969 starting at 6:00 p.m.
Call Bill S. Stockton, Regional Chairman, Southern Valley, for informa
tion; (4) Sierra Conservation Center at Susanville, May 24, 1969. Call
Ken K., Sacramento, Regional Chairman, Northern Valley for informa-
tion.

All of these are outstanding AA gatherings and are one of the ways
in which these facilities express appreciation for the hours spent by
“putsiders’’ carrying the message to those who are still confined.

Last but not least, Don't Forget — next General Meeting will he held
May 11, 1969 at the San Jose Alano Club, 1122 Fair Avenue, San Jose—
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. At this meeting, you will elect the General
Chairman of the Hospital and Institution Committee for the next two
years.

bers will participate in the pro-
gram of events during the two
days, including Stan W. of Fairfax
and Reollin W., San Francisco,
Editor of GOOD NEWS.

(Continued frome page 1)

dress the closing public meeting
at 3:30, followed by a raffle. A
number of well known local mem
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GSR IN DISTRICT 7 SETS
"VISITING COMMITTEE"

At a meeting on Sunday, March
9, 1969, the GSR-DCM Assembly
of Distriet 7 organized a ''Visiting
Committee” which will, by invita-
tion, visit any group for an open
or speaker-iype meeting.

They will show the film strip
(with narration) of the New York
office, “"How GSO serves AA World-
wide', or supply various tapes,
(list on request) including a thirty
minute talk by Bill W., “How we
learned to serve' given at the
1955 St. Louis Conference.

Available also is a 30 minute
tape of a talk by Jim M..of Car-
michael, former AA Trustee, ‘‘Our
3rd Legacy of Service.'" The com-
mittee is volunteer and there is no
cost. Address P.0O. Box 961, Peta-
luma, phone (707) 763-3246,

9TH ANNUAL DINNER
STOCKTON APRIL 26

The 9th Annual Anniversary Din-
ner of Stockton's Midtown A.A.
Group will be held Saturday night,
April 26th, at the Scottish Rite
Auditorium, 33 West Alpine Street,
Stockton; the time, 7 o'clock, din-
ner $3.50 per person,

Jack H., Palo Alto, will be Guest
Speaker for the occasion. Dinner
will consist of Braised Sirloin of
beef with fresh button mushrooms,
Rice Pilaff, Fresh Asparagus, Gar-
lic bread, sala’d and dessert.

Bingo will be played at Midtown
Group following the dinner.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

3 March 8, 1969
Good News
166 Geary Street,
San Francisco
Gentlemen:

We wish to extend an invitation
to all A.A. members to participate
in our next quarterly conference
meeting to be held at Parlin Forks
Conservation Camp, located 14
miles east of Fort Bragg. This con-
ference will begin at 12 Noon, Sun-
day, April 20th.

Those wishing to participate
please contact Barbara M. of San-
ta Rosa, or Leo M. of Fort Bragg,
phone T07-964-4011.

Sincerely yours in service,
Leo M.,

P.0. Box 698,

Fort Bragg, Cal. 95437

PACIFIC NORTHWEST
CONFERENCE JULY 4-6

The 22nd Annual Pacific North-
west Conference will be held July
4-5-6, 1969, at Penticton, British
Columbia, according to word re-
ceived here,

Two guest speakers will high-
light the three-day affair. Mary
Ellen from Colombia, South Amer-
iea, and Tom B., Canadian Trus-
tee, Winnipeg.

For information and reservations
write Pacific Northwest Confer-
ence, 1411 Ridgedale Avenue, Pen-
ticton, B.C., Canada or phone (604)

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

April 12—27th Annual Banquet.
Washington, D.C.

April 19-20—Oakland East Bay
28th Anniversary, Veterans Audi-
torium—Berkeley.

April 26—9th
Stockton Midtown.

April 26-27—Young People’'s Ral-
ly, Fresno, Cal.

May 24—16th Annual Conference.
Folsom Prison, Cal.

June 28-29—N.C.C. Summer Con-
ference, Sacramento.

July 4-6—Pacific Northwest Con-
ference, Penticton, B.C,

July 25-27—International Young
People’s Convention, Philadelphia.
Pa,

July 26—2nd Annual Convention
—22nd District A.A, San Luis Obis-
po, Cal.

August 3—Inter-County Fellow-
ship Picnic, Blackberry Farm, Cu-
pertino, Cal.

Annual Dinner,

(Continued frome page 1)

Sunday the meetings will be at
10:00 and 11:15 a.m., two meetings
on the subject, “All About Young
People."

The highlight of the rally will
probably be the meeting Saturday
Night at 9:15 when no one of
legal drinking age will be allowed
to participate. All the program
will be in the Hotel Californian,
and ¢good accommodations are
available. Registration is $1.00.
See page 5 for hotel reservation
and Rally regisiration forms.

RALLY REGISTRATION

31 00

Address to:—Committee

3600 Market Street,
San Francisco 94131

HOTEL

REGISTRATION

HOTEL CALIFORNIAN,
Van Ness and Kern
Fresno, California

Single—$8 ..............
o e T I Sl - gl el T (S S T N
o1 e I R ST O SR NS O
BT 26 A Aol B e Street .........
L W o Y B e LT AIANON. ... fintivmsmmmmmin CHY
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GENERAL SERVICE
COASTAL AREA NEWS

San Francisco District 4 has
elected Norman W. as their new
chairman, replacing Jim A. who
has become Alternate Delegate of
the Coastal Area.

The Northern California Coastal
Area Committee is sure there are
a number of groups not registered
either with the local committee or
the New York Office. It is very
important that this communication
line between the group and AA
World Services be established.

The committee asks that each
group in the area register a rep-
resentative, This consists of groups
in all coastal counties from San
Luis Obispo to the Oregon border;
Del Norte, Humboldt, Mendocino,
Lake, Sonoma, Marin, Napa, So-
lano, Alameda, Contra Costa, San
Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara,
Santa Cruz, San Benito and Mon-
terey.

Please use the registration form
at the bottom of this page!

At the N.C.C, Central Committee
meeting in Modesto March 16th
Jack G. made a bid for a Young
People's Meeting time spot at
N.C.C. conferences. The bid was
unanimously accepted and, as the
program is already filled, General
Service agreed to relinquish its
10:30 a.m. Sunday time to them.

This means that there will be a
Young People's Meeting at the
coming conference in Sacramento
June 28-29, and each one there-
after.

Father Art To Address
First Step Group May 1

Father Art, San Francisco, will
be the Guest Speaker at the An-
niversary Meeting of the First
Step Group, 1035 Haight Street in
San Francisco, on Thursday eve-
ning, May lst, the time, 7:30 p.m.

This meeting will celebrate 12
yvears of the AA group at First
Step Home., Refreshments will be
served following the meeting, the
time again, 7:30 p.m.

Petaluma Fellowship
Sets 2nd Weekly Meet

Several members of the Peta-
luma Fellowship Group, which
meets regularly on Tuesday nights
at 5th and C Streets, held a meet-
ing on Wednesday night, March
5th, at 2478 East Washington Street,
the first of a series of regular
Wednesday open meetings planned
to discuss the three dimensions of
the AA Triangle; Recovery, Unity
and Service.

All AA members and their guests
who are interested in a study and
discussion of the services of AA,
"*12-stepping — Worldwide'', carry-
ing the message, are welcome ac-
cording to '‘Red' P. For further
information address P.0. Box 961,
Petaluma, Cal. 94952, or phone
(707) 763-3246.

Reprints of ““The Responsibilities
of a Group Secretary'' by Jack
Irving available at cost from
GOOD NEWS.

GENERAL SERVICE REGISTRATION FORM

Please fill out and mail to:
Secretary: 2635 Main Street, Napa, Cal. 94558

REPRESENTATIVE'S NAME _...... ...

ADDRESS . ... ... ...
(Street)

NAMEOFGROUP .........._._.._.. ..

GROUP ADDRESS
(Street)

(City)

(Zip Code)

(City)

23rd ANNIVERSARY
S.F. DOWNTOWN GROUP
TUESDAY, APRIL 8th

The Tuesday Downtown, one of
the oldest groups in San Francisco,
will celebrate their 23rd Anniver-
sary on April 8th at their regular
meeting place, The First Congrega-
tional Church, Post and Mason
Streets.

Featured as speakers will be four
former secretaries of the group.
They will be followed by the pres-
entation of the traditional poker-
chips, a drawing for a Big Book
and finally, after the meeting, a
fine buffet.

CARMICHAEL RETREAT
AA & ALANON WOMEN

Father Barney will conduct a
Retreat for AA and Alanon Women
at the Cenacle Retreat House in
Carmichael, California, May 2-4,
1969, open to women of all faiths.

Registrations will start at 5:30
p.m. Friday, May 2nd, and the
Retreat will wind up about 4 p.m.
Sunday. For information call (916)
489-3651 or write Sister Patricia
Burgoon at

Cenacle Retreat House,
5340 Fair Oaks Blvd.
Carmichael, Calif. 95608

AN INVITATION TO
THE NEW LIFE GROUP

A new group has recently been
started at the Center for Special
Problems, 2107 Van Ness Avenue
(at Pacific) in San Francisco. The
New Life Group meets Wednesday
evenings at 8 o'clock on the 2nd
floor.

Their flyer says:

Especially extended to Center
clients, former alcoholic patients
at Mendocino State Hospital, their
families and friends, AA re-treads,
the old and the young, the rich and
the poor, the weak and the strong,
the seekers and the do-ers.
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SEND IN YOUR DATES

Is your group planning an event
this coming Spring, Summer or
Fall? How about your area picnic?
Any intergroup monthly or quar-
terly meetings?

Send in your dates! Also the
news about what's happening;
time, place and reason. We will
publish your news, and we hope
to assist the groups so that the
dates for their various activities
will not conflict.

Keep GOOD NEWS posted; con-
fer with us about dates and we
will assist you!

MONTEREY PENINSULA
ACTIVITIES — NEWS

(Fern Q.)

A St. Patrick's Dance (live mus-
ic) was held at the Alano Club,
1205 East Market Street, Salinas,
which was attended by about 40
people.

Earl H. who came from Culver
City to start the Watsonville Group
abhout 19 vears ago, celebrated his
21st AA birthday on February 2ith,
and Bob and Shirley H. recently
celebrated their 2nd birthdays at
a meeting at 939 Lincoln Street
in Watsonville.

The Sun Street Center in Salinas
has an open meeting every Wed-
nesday Night at 8 o'clock, and the
Mud Flats Friday Night Family
Group is still going strong at 745
Trafton Road, Watsonville.

FINANCIAL
SAN JOSE CONFERENCE — MARCH 1-2, 1969

INCOME:
REGISTRATION:
Pre-Conference Registration ... ..., $ 110.00
Conference RegistrBION ......c.mmimmressmmismsmmmmsmmssene, 890400
TOTAL § 946.00
COLLECTIONS:
Saturday Afternoon ...
Saturday Evening ...
SUNAAY ALCCLTIOOI §i1ikeiyssesisicisioiasiagiprefhissce S it filaianss e st
TOTAL $1,088.55
MISCELLANEQUS:
D00 P TR i n i s i s v sy Rk B D DD OO
Seven-Up ... 101.21
L Y S v 662,90
Literature ... it 1415
B ATACTHBAR 7sc siiiuviosaiissaudiessanioniiss s oAk AR OOV AR (L SV VN MAA A o 1,683.00
TOTAL $2,943.16
TOTAL INCOME $4977.711
EXPENSES:
Speakers .5 511.52
Printing ... 251.48
N.C.C, Sect & Cont. COMML /i mmssissinmsinsmirens: . GUL08
YL 11101 RO o 230.54
B0 o2 b e N O o B TR e 74.49
Pance (MeCahe Hall) i msiinssasamie. 100:00
P.A. System & Lighting ........ e 55.25
P = L T e s et Pee SR Y Raas CeTRi RS 29.00
SpECIRL: TRBUBRTICE i iiinrisnsseorsiinserstanisasroinssesressssionyinsttisr iibssisss 21.00
Snack Bar o 420.55
o L o e e T e Corr e
3 E T T o T i St L S L S e 29.40
TADER o orasa s GG T T U OO

TOTAL EXPENSES $3,900.01

NET'GAIN . $1,077.70

TWO GROUPS MOVE!
NEW GROUP FORMED
IN SONOMA VALLEY

Two groups, the Crossroads
group which meets on Monday
night, and the Soncma Valley group
meeting Thursday nights, have
moved from the Sonoma Valley
Improvement Club in Fetters Hot
Sorings to a new location, the First

Congregational Church, 252 West
Spain Street in Sonoma, which is
next door to General Vallejo's
Home. Both groups are open, time
8:30.

A new group, Valley of the Moon,
has been started; a closed meeting
at the Sonoma Valley Improvement
Club, Hiway 12 and Mountain Ave..
Fetters Hot Springs, Mondays at
8:30 p.m. Address Herb C., Secre-
tary, P.0. Box 818, Boyes Hot
Springs, Cal. 95416,



fage 8

GOOD NEWS

APRIL, 1969

THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF A GROUP SECRETARY

By JACK IRVING

(Editor’s note) Jack passed away two days before he was scheduled to make

this talk at Santa Rosa conference June 12,

1965. Harriett Hudgins (deceased)

found it on his desk and read it in his place. GOOD NEWS has received a number
of requests to reprint it which we will do as space permits, Copies may be had at

cost in pamphlet form upon request.

First of all I want to thank the committee for giving me the oppor-
tunity of participating in this program today. And, I want to personally
congratulate Stan (secretary, Northern California Council of AA) for
selecting the title of this talk which I think is most appropriate . . .
“The Responsibilities of A Group Secretary.”

In a broad, general way I would think that the chief responsibility of
the group secretary is to be responsible! and what I'm going to do is
to support this broad general statement.

To begin with, I want to under-
line the fact that the Society of
Alcoholics Anonymous is a great,
nation-wide, world-wide fellowship
of thousands of groups. But, it is
easy to understand how we can
come to think of AA in terms of
our local group. AA is very much
greater, larger than this—and our
local group is but a small part
of a great whole,

PUBLIC SCRUTINY

Today, the fellowship of Alcohol-
ies Anonymous is very much in the
public eye. Hundreds of thousands
of people are watching us, ap-
praising us, grading us; and AA
will continue to be brought to the
attention of the general public as
time goes by.

That is why it is very important
that we conduct ourselves in a
way that will impress — favorably
impress -— not only the sick alco-
holie, but all the other people in
the community, and in the country,
and in the world, as well,

FALSE NOTIONS

We hear AA members say many
times, “This is a program of at-
traction rather than promotion.”
This is not an accurate quote, No-
where in all the AA books and
literature will you find this par-
ticular statement. What the Tra-
ditions do say is “Our Public Re-
lations Policy Should Be One of
Attraction Rather Than Promo-
tion."”” Not the “Program’ but our
“Public Relations Policy” And,
certainly to be attractive, we

should present an image of re-
sponsibility.

Over the last decade we have
wilnessed an entirely new phenom-
enon in A.A. We have seen thou-
sands of people “passing thru” our
fellowship. The “drop out” rate is
far greater than it is in the field
of education, This can mean only
one thing, AA is not growing as
it should. AA is not growing as it
could be growing. We are not hold-
ing a substantial number of the
new people.

To give you some specific ex-
amples:
(Continued in May)

IN-BETWEEN HAS
8 FELLOWSHIP MEETS

The In-Between Fellowship, 4710
East 14th Street, Oakland, has de-
veloped a very active program of
events which speaks well for those
responsible. With two open discus-
sion meetings on Sunday (11 a.m.
& 7:30 p.m.), and a meeting every
other day of the week, they provide
a full program for all.

Closed discussion groups meet
on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
and Saturday nights at 8:15, and a
‘ladies only' closed discussion at
8 p.m. on Thursdays. An open
speaker meeting on Fridays at
8:15 p.m. rounds out the weekly
meeting schedule.

The speakers for April:

APRIL 4—Mac M., San Fran.

APRIL 11—Boh 8., Hayward.

APRIL 18—Frank B., 7 Seas, SF

APRIL 25—Jim M,, 7 Seas, SF

The Fellowship is open at 4710
East 14th Street from 10 a.m. to
10 p.m. daily. Telephone 532-9472
for information on these and other
activities.

News Events from S.F. Alano Club

By Paul “Bus” D,

SPRING IS HERE! Yes, spring is finally here, and if the urge strikes
you to go ‘out on the town' a night or two, we would love to see you,
especially on the nights listed below. Keep these dates in mind and
we'll do our best to show you a night's entertainment,

SATURDAY, APRIL 5—-EASTER DANCE Wouldn't you gals like to

show off your new Easter duds? Here's your chance! Dancing to the
"'Dry Notes". Fine door prizes, too.

SATURDAY, APRIL 19—SPRING DANCE. A little late, but the best
we could do. Dancing to our great little combo, the “Dry Notes'. Per-
sonalized door prizes, just for you,

SATURDAY, APRIL 26—APRIL BIRTHDAY PARTY AND DANCE.
Is your A.A. Birthday in April? We'll help you celebrate this gala date.
Coffee and cake for all, dancing to fine records,

There you are. A month of weekends to make you happy — so keep
these dates and the address handy — we would like to see you and yours
at all the parties and dances.

SAN FRANCISCO ALANO CLUB,
414 GRANT AVENUE, NEAR BUSH STREET



