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A DeafMemberSharesWith Us
Communicatingisthe art of conveying one's idea to another. I am
an alcoholic, I'm not unique, although there are some differences.
You hear with your ears,I hear with
my eyes. You have a voice and
speakyour mind and feelings.When
I have feelingsto express,I use my
hands and body. Sornetimes you
might sit in a meeting and think the
noiseis distractingorthatthe speaker
is rambling. I sit in a meeting and
find the silence distracting and the
movementsannoying.
I wonder in meetings if people
are saying out loud what appearson
their face, are they expressingthe
sadnessor anger I sense in their
bodies or behind their eyes?Is this
real or in my mind? I rvish I could

hearthis meetingwith all its noise,
all its B.S.,all the feelings!What's
thelaughterabout?Who's speaking
now? How are the newcomersdoing?
If you couldunderstand
my signing, I'd tell you how I feel. I'm
scared,I'm not sureof mysell English confusesme. I'd ask you if
your diseasetalks as loud in your
head as it does in mine? Is your
insanitythe same?What do you do
whenyou'rerestless?
I wishI could

Stockton
To Host In
October

The 1993 Summer Conference
in Redding may have been small in
attendancebut it rvas huge in Fellowship. One more time, the
ReddingCommitteeexemplifiedthe
Spirit of Sacrifice asthey hostedthe
Summer Conference, after having
volunteeredonly a year out to pick
up the dropped ball so NCCAA
would have a conferencein June of
I 993. They not only have oneofthe
most beautiflil conferencefacilities
in Northern California but also they
are a rvell-bondedteamof AAs who
truly love to serve Alcoholics
Anonymous.
Then, after the Conferencewas
over and rve all thought that the
ReddingCommitteehad already far
out-done themselves,they decided
to give the 1996 Summer Conferencebid, which they had just r,von,
to the runner-up San Jose. There
had been on-going discussionsall
weekendthat eventually led to this

Onceagainthe StocktonCivic
Auditoriumwill echothe soundsof
happy,joyousandfreealcoholicsas
theygatherforthe 46thAnnualFall
Conference
this October8, 9, and
10. Speakers
includeJohnA., LagunaBeach,rvhowill speakFriday
night,DebbieH., LongBeach,rvill
address
theYoungPeopleSaturday
afternoon,while Ernie R., from
Potomac,Marylandrvill speakSaturdaynight.Keith C., CulverCity
rvill closethe conference
Sunday.
Marathonmeetings,
workshopsand
a dance,alongwith greatfellowship
(SeeSrocxroN,PageFour)

call and talk to someoneabout my
lOth Step.
Pleaselet me help anotl,eralcoholic, help me build a bridge of
communication.I can't leamto hear,
will you learn to sign? I'll work on
my English and I can teach you to
understandme. Please-I'm an alcoholic just like you!
I love you.
Bnucn C., Las Vegas,NV
Oregon Area Naysletter
Portland, Oregon

The Chairperson
A StandingOvationFor Redding!
informed group consciencedecision
which took place after the Closing
SpeakerMeeting about l:30 pm on
Sunday. There must have been
eighty to a hundred people in the
room, and the sharing was priceless. Redding will now focus on
obtainingthe 1996 Fall Conference
bid. Traditionally, October has always been the month in which the
Redding Committee has preferred
to host our NCCAA Conference.
Businessat the SteeringCommittee and Open Delegates' Meetings dealt with subjects that are of
interest to almost everyone. There
were a number of new zone
chairpeopleas well as nerv Intergroup/CentralOffi cerepresentatives
in attendance,and the discussions
rverelively and informative. We are
still r.vorkingtolvard infonned group
consciences
on the follorvingtopics
and concems: rvhether or not we
(,SeeMonn Fnou, Page T'hree)
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Articlesof interestto our readers are
welcomed and may be mailed to the
editor at:
Post Oflice Bor 64090,
Sunnyvale CA 94088-'1090

DeadlineGuidelines
(Not Set in Stone)
December
10forJanuary-February
February
10for March-April
April10forMay-June
Junel0forJuly-August
August10for September-October
October10for November-December

Bill W. "argued weakly against it
but soon gave in."
Page 227 of Dr. Bob and the
Good Oldtimers declares"There are
no nrusts in AA." Page 8 of The
Language of the Hearl assertsthat
"The Twelve Steps.. .are not
crammed down anybody's throat."
The pamphlet, AA Tradition,
How it Developed, statesthat "The
found in O[dSaint Pauls only authority in AA is that of spiriCfwrchtuftimore:Date[ 1692 tual principle." On page 19l of .4s
Su|mitte[ 59!turyrusQ., Bill Sees1r, he remarks that "There
are few absolutes inherent in the
Santa Cfara, CA
Twelve Steps.Most Steps are open
to
Your Article5,,,aie,,,alWays interpretation basedon the experienceand outlook of the individual.
Welcome
(.SeeMUSTS, Page Four)
Good News Policy The Good News is the newspaper of the Northem Califonria Council of
Alcoholics Anonltnous and therefore is a vehicle for you, the mernbers and supporters of the
Courrcil to express your views. The views expressedhere are those ofthe writers, and are not
interrdedto representthe opinion ofAlcoholics Anonynrous or NCCAA as a whole, nor do they
necessarily reflect the views ofthe staffofthe Good News.
If you would like to contribute articles to the Good News, we welcome your participation. The
guidelines are as follows: "lt (Good News) reports the activities of the Council, Hospital and
Institution Comminee, General Service, and other arlicles of interest to AA nrertrben. News is
written about the conferencesfor the benefit ofmembers unable 1o attend. News of aclivities of
the Groups in Norlhenr California rnay also be included."
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Morefrom
(Continued from Page One)
really need a permanent Finance
Committee; whether or not we
should electNCCAA officers using
the Third Legacy Procedure;revising the Purpose, Structure, Funcllons Booklet; performing a yearly
NCCAA inventory; guidelines for
using an interpreter for the hearing
impaired; and ideas for performing
a yearly review of our Treasurer's
records. The processof forming an
informed group conscienceon each
ofthese matterswill continueat our
Steering Committee Meeting at the
Diablo Alano Club in Stockton on
Sunday,August 29 at l:30 pm and
then will continue at our Steering
Committee and Open Delegates'
Meetings at our Stocklon Conferencein October.
We haveanothernew zonechairperson!JackieE. from Mt. Shastais
willing to act as the information
gatherer and disseminator for
NCCAA in Siskiyou County Zone
38. Thank you, Jackie. There are
now thirty zone chairpeople with
Jim F. from Zone 4 Butte County
working on possible zone
chairpeoplein the following counties: ColusaZone6, Glen Zone 11,
and TelremaZone 43. Thanks, Jim.
I look fonvard to seeing all of
you at our Fall Conferencein Stockton on October 8, 9, and 10. The
committee is getting well organized
under the guidanceand directionof
Zone32 Chairperson,JohnR. Three
of our officers attended their last
ConferenceCommitteemeetingand
all three called me aftenvards with
enthusiasticreports.
Yours in love and service.
Draxu @., Saratoga, CA
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NorthernCaliforniaGouncilof Alcoholics Anonymous

1993ReddingFinancialStatement
REVENUE
AMOUNT
(191)
Pre-Registration
$955.00
(683)
Registration
$3.415.00
TOTALREGISTRAT]ON
874
$4,370.00
Drawing
Workshops
Marathon
Meetings
GeneralServiceMeetings
H&l Meetings
EarlyBirdSpeakerMeeting
FridayNightSpeakerMeeting
YoungPeoples'
SpeakerMeeting
SaturdayNightSpeakerMeeting
SundayMorningSpeakerMeeting
NCCAASteeringCommittee

$767.10
77.44
308.95
87.22
63.07
133.97
436.25
194.37
624.O4
366.71
27.44
$3,086.56

Tz/-S36-

TOTALREVENUE
EXPENSES
Printing
Mailings
Speaker/Committee
Travel
Speaker/Committee
Dinner
Speaker/Committee
Lodging
Insurance
Convention
Center
Raffle
Flowers& Decorations
Band
Literature
SignLanguage
Interpreter
Sound& LightingLabor

$1,139.52
193.58
2,307.10
520.00
1,235.96
1,118.77
735.00
380.89
308.23
350.00
42.85
240.00
582.50

TOTALEXPENSES
EXPENSES
IN EXCESS
OF REVENUE

$9,154.40

I$TE0Z6A

NoTE:EXPENSES
INCLUDE
ADVANCE
PAYMENTS
MADElN 1992

Growing

in Sobriety

How manyof us wouldpresume
to
declare,
"Well,I'm soberandI'm
F,le,ase,,,,,,.P,t,erR,eg,iste
r
happy.What more can I want, or
'We
FOr.,....
411..',,,.NCC
do? I'm fine the way I am."
CohfC,fences,Earlv know that the price of such selfsatisfactionis an inevitablebackslide, punctuatedat somepoint by

a very rudeawakening.We haveto
grow or elsedeteriorate.For us,the
statusquo can only be for today,
never for tomorrow. Changewe
must; we cannotstandstill.
Bnr W. From the Grapevine,
Feb. 1961
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C|{CA DelegatesReport Musts
July, 1993
The Grapevine Corporate Board
has considered the
1993
Confersnce's "strong suggestion"
that the Grapevine Wall Calendars
and Pocket Plannersbe phasedout.
Becauseofthe financial impact this
would cause, and becauseof some
strong reactions from the Fellowship to this suggestion,the Grapevine Board has decidedto continue
publication of these items through
1995 while allowing more time for
a clear consensusto develop. The
Board has also appointed a task
force to study alternatives for raising Grapevine circulation, and any
ideas we have on this are welcome.
We need to keep talking among
ourselvesand to the Board on these
issues in order to develop a more
unified response.
For the past two years our Regional Trustee, Greg Muth, has
served on the AA World Services
Board and attendedits Board meetings. He has always senttimely and
completereports, and with his rotation offthe AAWS Board thesewill
be missed.But he will try to keep
the Pacific Region as updated as
possible.In the coming year, Greg
will chair the Trustees'Nominating
Committee and serve on the Conference, Finance, and Public Information Committees, in addition to

beingthe Secretaryof the General Consequently,the individual is free
ServiceBoard.
to start the steps at whatever point
Gregis alsochairinga P[ Com- he can or will...His admissionis the
mitteesub-committeeon "Anonym- beginning of humility...That is all
ity" which is reviewingthe annual the start he needs.If, following this
anonymityletter to the media.The achievement,he will relax and pracsub-committee
is also considering tice as many of the steps as he can,
theConference's
actionrecommend- he is sureto grow spiritually."
ingthatdelegates
encouragediscus- On page22 of Three Talks to
sion on the spiritual principlesof Medical Societies,Bill explained
anonymity including photographs,
publications and posthumous anonymity as related to our l lth and
12th Traditions. I encourageyou to
share your experiencein fostering
this discussionwithin your group or
district; I'd like to be able to send
Greg someinput from this Area.
I am looking forward to giving
the Conferencereportto sevenmore
districts in July. If your district is
one of them, I urge you to bring AA
members not currently in the service structureto hearfirsthand what
we are doing in General Service. I
can'tthink of a betterway to convey
the odd mix of seriousnessand fun
that General Service provides us
than to bring a "newcomer" to hear

that "Adherence to these principles
(Steps) is not a condition of AA
membership. Any alcoholic who
admits he has a problem is an AA
memberregardlessof how much he
disagrees with the program." On
page 3l he declared that "The one
theological proposition is a Power
greater than oneself.Even this concept is forced on no one. The newcomer merely immerses himself in
our Societyand tries the program as
best he can. Left alone, he will
surely report the gradual onset ofa
transforming experience,call it what
hemay." [Quatafions are reprinted
with permission of AAWS, Inc. and
the AA Grapevine, Inc.J
Fntxr 8., Napa, CA

a Conference
report and discussit

"u1Tffr1",e
tobegratetur
toaror STO C KTO

N

you for your supportand diligence.
(Continuedfrom PageOne)
With trust in the process,
are someof the highlights.
Dllur'V,1., Delegate
We are using the Holiday Inn
San Mateo, CA PlumTreePlazaas our hosthotel.

Reservations
can be madeby calling (20\a74-3301. They will be
holdinga blockof roomsfor usuntil
Servicegladly rendered,obliga- are the satisfactionsof right living September
8.
tions squarely met, troubles well for which no pomp or circumstance,
The hotel will fumish frequent
acceptedor solvedwith God's help, no heap of material possessions, shuttleserviceto the Civic Auditothe knowledgethat at home or in the could possibly be substitutes.
rium. Pleasebe sure to mention
world outside we are partnersin a
Brll W. Fromthe 12x12 NCCAA whenyou registerat your
conrmoneffort, the fact that in God's
tr4aMnus, Minneapolis, MN favorite hotel or motel.

ServiceGladlyRendered

sight all human beings are important, the proof that love freely given
brings a full retum, the certainty
that we are no longer isolated and
alone in self-constructuredprisons,
the surety that we can fit and belong
in God's schemeof thines - these

PIeaSe.'''1.R,eh,ewr
YOur
SlUbSCritid,h1,',Prompt|y
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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA COUNCIL
OF ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Cnezv Cucroo Cr.ocrs revisited:
Joe was supposed to be home at
eleven,but you know how that goes.
He got to talking and sipping, down
at the local bar, and the next thing he
knew, it was nearly three in the
moming. He hustled home, as fast
as his rubbery legs would let him,
and madeit into his housejust asthe
cuckoo clock fired up and chirped
three times. Hoping to fool his wife,
he cuckooeda few more times, then
went to bed, proud of his cleverness.
In the morning,, his wife said,
"Joe, you'll have to do something
about that cuckoo clock."
Instantly alert (sort of), Joe demanded, "What's the matter with
it?"
"Well, I don't know," his wife
answered, "Last night when you
camehome,it cuckooedthreetimes,
then it burped,then said,'@#*-*'!'
and then cuckooed eleven more
times."
RrvBReNo:"Don'tyou know, sir,
that brandy is your lvorst enemy?"
Hern-eecceoPeHrsmoueR:
"Yes,
Reverend,but just last Sunday,you
said we should love our enernies."
(From the Grapevine)

: NCCAA
DATES
CONFERENCE
1993 Conferences
STOCKTON- October8,9, 10
1994 Conferences
OAKLAND - March 25,26,27
MONTEREY - June24,25,26
M O D E S T O- O c t o b e7r , 8 , 9
1995 Conterences
FRESNO- March lO,ll,12
S A N M A T E O - J u n e2 , 3 , 4
SACRAMENTO- Oct.6,7,8
1996 Conferences
MONTEREY - March 8n9, L0
SAN JOSE - June
MARK YOUR CALENDARS

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
JANUARY 1 TO JUNE 30. 1993
INCCME
FresnoConference
ReddingConference

$ 2 1, 1 9 5 . 8 5
7,456.56
TthTradition-SteeringComm.Meeting
38.00
TOTALINCOI/E

$?9-0e04_

EXFEI{SES
FresnoOonference
$10,517.29
ReddingConf. (toJune30,1993)
7,398.44
Stockton
Conf. (toJune30, 1993)
1,537.60
456.38
Chairman'sExpenses
Treasure/sExpenses
131.70
CoastalSecretary'sExpenses
36.00
InteriorSecretary's
Expenses
146.90
Telephone
306.09
SanFrancisco
CentralOffice
225.00
/S
GOODNE\
600.00
TaxExemptTaxReturns
262.00
Rental
19.00
SteeringCommitteeRoom
TOTAEXPENSES
$21.636.40
REVENUEINEXCESSOFEXPENSES
$7,054.01
NOTE:ExpensesIncludeAdvancePaymentsMadein 1992

CASIJRALANJCE
BalanceJanuary1,1993

$20,000.00

Deposits
ChecksWritten
Balance
June30.1993

28,667.41
fi7.522.64\
$31.144.77

PettyCash
Fund

s19.00

PREPAIDEPENSES
Deposits
for1994Conferences

$900.00

ComputerWoesDelayGOODNEWS
Computerproblemshave contributedtothelateness
oftheGOOD
NEWSforthelastcoupleofmonths.
Not enoughmemory has been a
problem,not enoughdisk spacehas
resultingin
alsobeena draw-back,
crashing.Olderprogramsrvouldn't

run with updated ones, files from
Word rvouldn't transport into an
older version of PageMaker, you
name it, we've had it. Hours and
dollars later all programsare in order and up and running. Let's hope
to get back on schedulesoon!
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