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i
As we have seen from the preceding articles, Coop-

eration with the Professional Community encompasses
many phases of public relations. One Conference
Delegate in Northern California was asked to express
his thoughts on particular areas of challenge today in
CPC work. This delegate's opinions follow.

More and more courts and probation officers are

"sentencing" persons to A.A. and requiring a
signed record of attendance at A.A. meetings. A

Senate bill has been signed by the governor and
may require referrals to A.A, A state office is con-
sidering a task force report recommending referrals
to A.A., Al-Anon and Alateen. The trend would
seem to be, increasingly, referral to A,A. by out-
side agencies. To avoid flooding A.A. Groups with

great numbers of newcomers, some of whom may

be hostile, it might be well to consider channeling
such individuals through A.A. CPC Committees.
By meeting and cooperating with such "other
agencies", CPC Committees might be able to

arrange informational meetings about A.A. (not

A.A. meetings) at an outside facility, where it

could be explained what A.A. is and is not, what
A.A. does and does not do. At such meetings about
A.A., individuals referred could be urged to join

regular A.A. Groups of their own choice.
For some year! the so-called "public meeting"
has been considered a primary avenue to attracr

professionals to A,A. Programs have usually in-

cluded selected non-A.A. professional speakers and

A.A. speakers. However, while such meetings
sponsored by CPC Committees usually are well
attended by A.A. members, they are not attended
by professionals, or the "publ ic". Experience in
some arcas has shown that rather than asking the
professionals to come to A.A.. CPC Committees
should seek out the professionals through persond
contact.
In the past some central offices or answering ser-

vices havc refused to accept telephone referrals to

A.A. by second parties, such as doctors, probation
officers, the clergy and such, on the theory that we
respond to calls only if the alcoholic calls, himself.
The 27th General Service Conference approved and
issued a policy statement that "In the spirit of coop-
eration, we respond to all calls for help with infor-
mation about A,A., whether the call comes from the
alcoholic or from the professional who is calling for
his patient or client. As members of A.A., it is our
responsibility to try to carryour message of recovery
wherever we can". This definitely falls within g the
matter of education through the CPC Committee.
More and more new members are arriving at the doors
of the A.A. Group with some exposure to A.A.,
through detox facilities, rehab or halfway houses,
hospital programs, alcoholism counseling and so on.
Sometimes it is obvious that such new members
have a distorted view of A.A.. and some older A.A.
members seem to resent relating to such individuals.
Again, the 27th General Service Conference stated
that we "Recognize the necessity of meeting the new
member where he presently is, listen to him, try to
determine what he really knows about the A.A. pro-
Fam". CPC members could lead the way in carrying
the message of what A.A. is and is not to the facilities
(not already serviced by the H&I Committee) from
which these new members come; and particularly in
educating A.A. members.

The 27th General Service Conference made the
specific recommendations to (1) Sponsor your doc-
tor, (2) Sponsor your clergyman, (3) Sponsor your
employer. These are actions that each of us can take,

Bil l W, summed it up in teh 11th Concept, where
he said in part ", .To reach more alcoholics, it will
be necessary that understanding of A.A. and public
good will go on growing everywhere. We need to bc
on even better terms with medicine, religion, employ-
ers, governments, courts, prisons, mental hospitds.
and all those conducring enterprises in the alcoholism
field. . .",

HAPPINESS IS CONTAGIOUS.. .BE A CARRIER!
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TRUSTEE.NOMINEES

The Northern Coastal and Northern Interior
General Service Areas have elected Trustee-Nominees
for Rcgional Trustee (Pacific Region) at their recent
fall assemblies. The trustee-nominee from CNCA has
been named as George D, Tiburon. The nominee
from CNIA chosen is Jack B. (Modesto). At the
General Service Conference in April 1978 these
names will be submitted, along with nominees from
the other eleven areas in the Pacific Region, and the
election of a new Class B regional trustee will be held
at that time. This is to succeed Stan W. Fairfas, who
will rotate out at the April Conference.

Class B (Regional) Trustees serve a four-year term.
They are required to attend quarterly meetings of
the General Service Board, which take place on the
5th Monday following the close of a calendar quar-
ter and take at least three days each. The quarterly
meeting in April and the Generd Service Conference
add up to another eight days. Trustees are reimbur-
sed for travel, hotel and meal exPenses.

Although a regional trustee is elected from a speci-
fic region, it should be recognized that he serve the
entire Fellowship, rather than a geographicd area.

NEW SECRETARY

At the October meeting of the Northern Coastal
Area Committee, election was held to replace
Harriette T. Martinez, who resigned as area recording
secretary. The new area recording secretary is Joy N.
Oakland, who was elected by acclamation.

FUNDAMET{TALs
The "Blg Book" tells u! that wben we get dlsgusted

wlth meetlDgr and Bet tired ol heerlng talk of otherE
In th€ group, to look ?itbln ourlelvea, thst Drobably
ther€  ls  someth ing  s ' rong * l th  our  tb lnk lna  ra ther  than
tha t  the  group ls  wrong.

Croup meet iugs  do  tend to  r ts€nate  a t  t lme8,  and the
group cen eramine i t s  t rou l )  (onsc lence Jus t  as  the  ind i -
vldusl must on msny occ!8ions. Hilerious atrtlcs ln pre
At- dgys ere rcreamlngly lunny, p8ychlatrlc reactioDs
of  the  r l coho l lc  e re  lD teres t in t ,  s r tuments  on  re l iS lon
ere wortbwhlle, social servi(e dllcusslonE have their
place. But they doD't f it i trto AA FeetlntB

Our grlmary Durgore i8 to tet Eober and stay 6ober.
We do th is  th rough ou t  book  o l  e tper leoce.  l )ev ia te  lo r
long f rom th is  lundamenta l  course  o f  ac t lo r r  and exper '
ience shoqs  tha t  Sroup unres t  a ta r ta  to  t row

The lo rger  one is  io  AA the  more  he  apprec ia tes  the
va lue  o l  (undsn len ta ls .  No f i t re r  meet in t  can  be  en ioyed
thrn that devot('d to *"'" j^":::,:"it jw. 

chicaro, ru.

l r t l
AN UNCRATEFUL PERSO: \  IS  L IKE A HO( ;  I , 'NDER
A TREE EATING ACORNS DeYer  look in t  up  to  Eee
where they came lrom.

Delegates Meet at Conference

An unscheduled evcnt at the NCC Fall  Conference
in Santa Rosa Saturday, October 22,was a meeting of
all five Conference Delegates from California. It was
felt a meeting of the delegates was necessary for dis-
cussion of pending legislation in California concern-
ing alcohol-related offenses and possible resulting
effects on Alcoholics Anonymous within the state.
In attendance were Dean K., Northern Coastal Area;
Marge K, Northern lnterior Area; Jerry F, delegate,
and Goldene H, delegate-elect; Mid-Southern Area
and Dick S, Southern Area. While there presently
appears to be no direct effect on A.A. statewide, the
consenus of the meeting was that Area and District
Committees on Cooperation with the Profession-
al Community should be organized and made opera-
ble to meet any future challenges.

Also under consideration by the group ofdelegates
was the proposed Regional Forum, sponsored by the
Pacific Region of the General Service Conference,
tentatively to be held at Sacramento in September
1978. Joining in this discussion was Jim D, delegate
from Nevada.

This is the ftst meeting of all five California dele-
gates since the General Service Conference at New
York in April of this year. The next regularly schedu-
led meeting of this group will be in March 1978 at the
Pacific Regional Service Assembly to be held at
Kaneohe, Hawaii.

H IGHLIGHTS OF THE GRAPEVINE -  NOV.  1977

Every November, the Grapevine brings together a
collection of "classic" articles, reprints from past
years that we believe AAs new to the program
shouldn't miss. We put it together with love, and we
send it to you in the conviction that insights from the
past are as valuable today as they were thirty, or fif-
teen, or tlve years ago.

Words from Our Founders

We're privileged to start out this issue with an
editorial by Dr. Bob, whose writings are rare, and
more precious because of that. His short art icle, "On
Cult ivat ing Tolerance," speaks to us today, as i t  did
to membcrs in July 1944. Fol lowing this is Bi l l  W.'s
"Let 's Keep l t  Simple. .but How?" Writ ten on

July 1960. i t  asks a question some AAs today are
asking: How does our worldwide structure contr ib-
ute to individual sobriety?

SOME PEOPLE GRUMBLE BECAUSE THE ROSES HAVE THORNS.
WE SHOULD BE GRATEFUL THAT THE THORNS HAVE ROSES.
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H & I BROADSIDE

PINK CAN rSeverd members of the H&I commit-
tee have recently been approached by some grouP
secretaries and concerned members regar&ng the
Pink Can contributions and how they are to be han-
dled. Also, the continual questions - what is the
money used fo and how is it disbursed.

First of all, all fun& derived from the Pink
Can program are what in&vidual A.rd members are
cont;buting to the Northern Cdifornia Hospital and
Institution Committee for the purchase of A.A.
literature.

The money dropped into the Pink Can does not
go to the central offfces, the local H&I service com-
mittee, or the A.A. $ouP.

It is used almost entirely by the generd H&I com-
mittee to purchase A.A. appro'ed literature which
the H&I committee distributes to the various hos-
pitals and institutions the committee is priwileged to
r"tu.. The literature is for the grrys and gals who
are confined and cannot get to an outside A.A.
meeting.

The A.A. grouP secretary or treasurer merely
takes the moniy out of the can ever so often and
then writes a check or sen& a money order to the
Northern California Hospital and Institution Com-
mittee in San Francisco. Ttre mailing address is

right on the label of the can.
A great many of those confined have expressed

their ihanks to'all of you who are responsible for

the literature, througlr your contributions to the
Pinlc Can prograrn' and we pass these thanks on to

vou here.'ft'" Hgf .o--itt." would also like to

o"r, .lone our thankfulness as well. All of us who are

Lro"i"t"i with this program sincerely appreciate the

wonderful cooperation of all the A.A' groups.

A footnote to the above - Tradition seven reminds
us that every A.A. group ought to be fully self sup-
porting. This goes for all local H&I area committees
as well as A,A. groups. All the local committees are
self supporting and get no part of the Pink Can
monies.

GSO - A note from our Generd Service Office in
New York: "When G,S.O. receives a request from an
A.A. member rryho is confined and is interested in
sharing experience, strength, and hope with an "out-
side" A.A., we pass along the "insider's" narne to
one of 60 who participate in our INSTITUTIONS
CORRESPONDENCE SERVICE. During the past
few months, we have had many tesponses from in-

siders who want to ca$y the message by mail, and
they continudly indicate to tis how tewarding this
experience is."

If any of our readers are interested in carrying the
message by mail, through I.C.S., just drop G.S.O. a
line using the ad&ess below.

Also, for.all those institutions committeemen who
are not receiving the Institutiond Bulletin, which
comes out of our G.S.O. three times e yeer, send a
note to G.S.O. and have them put you on the mail-
ing list. Ttre bulletin is free to all active H&I mem-
bers throughout the ftllowship. The bulletin is very
informative on H&I experience and activities througb
out the fellowship. T'he bulletin is very informative
on H&I experience and activities throughout the
A.A, world. The mailing address is:

Generd Service Office
Attn: Institutions Secretary
P.O. Box 4-5-9
Grand Central Station
New York, New York 10017

Finally - as this edition of Good News goes into
circulation, Christmas will soon be with us. The H&I
committee and your writer would like to take this
opportunity to wish each and every one ofour read-
ers a sober andjoyfirl holiday season.

It is also a time when your reporter takes some ex-
tra time to try and show a litde more gratitude for
our sobriety and this wonderful way of life... to con-
template how gracious God has been to us for the
many opportunities and blessings since coming to the
fellowship and sobering up. And this is not because
we had any of these things coming... or because we
have earned any of them... .or even because we
sought them out... it is solely because of his grace.
Tte power of God in A.A. is sharing our sobriety
with another alcoholic. It is a reflection of His
power, love, and way of life - as best we can hum-
bly express it in all our affairs. Merry Christmas!

- Jack W.

I MUST REMEMBER THAT I CAN ACHIEVE
ONLY THAT WHICH I HAVE THE COURAGE
TO BEGIN, AND THE FAITH TO BELIEVE THAT
I HAVE THE ABILITY TO ENDURE.

BEND YOUR KNEES BEFORE

YOU BEND YOUR ELBOW.
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SPEAKER MEETINGS

In-Between Fellowship - 4710 E. 14th St., Oakland,
Fr idays -  8:15 -  Dec.2 -  Herman B.  (S.F.)  -  Dec.  9-
Bonnie L. (Berkeley) - Dec. 16 - Lee W. (Concord) -
Dec.23 - "Chalk Talk" - Dec. 30 -azzie O. (Moraga)

lsland Fellowship -1828 Lincoln Ave., Alameda, Sat-
urdays - 8:30 - Dec. 3 - S,tlly S. (Blaclcboard Talk)
(Los Altos) - Dec. 10 - Bertha B. (Walnut Creek) -
Dec, 17 - Charlie S. (San Mateo) - Dec. 24 - Merry
Christmas (Discussion Meeting) - Dec. 31 - H"ppy
New Year (Discussion Meeting)

Mountain Vista Farm, 3020 Warm Springs Rd., Glen
Ellen - Fridays - 8:30 - Dec.2 - Jack B. (Marin County)
- Dec. 9 - Lowell A. (San Rafael) - Dec. 16 - Bruce B.
(Concord) - Dec. 23 - to be announced - Dec. 30 - to
be announced

Rap At Noon - 319 - 14th St., Oakland, 2nd Monday
of the month - 12 noon -Dec, L2 - Carmen DeSBoine
(Kaiser Aluminum)

Azure Acres Fellowship 2.264 Greenhill Rd., Sebas-
topol, Sunday - 3:00 - Dec. 11 - Panel Discussion (Buf,
fet following). Tltir panel discussion will feature repre-
sentatives of youth, the medical field, the family, in-
dustry and treatment facilities.

BY THE YARD, LIFE IS HARD.. .BY THE INCH
LIFE'S A CINCH.

Alameda Womens'Group
In Alameda - First Presbyterian Church, 20001

Santa Clara Ave. It's an open meeting and will func-
tion on Tuesdays at 1:00 pm. Al-Anon ladies wel-
come, and the last Tuesday of the month will be
reserved as a speaker meeting and for birthdays.

CCFAA _ SACRAMENTO:

Yesll! Plan now for our "Big New Years Eve.
Ptrty". Plans are underway for a New Year's Dinneq
also a late lunch. We need plenty of help. Call
(916) 452-1784 or Central Office (916) 443-8313
if you want to be on the comittee.

Modesto 12 x 12 Fellowship Group:

We have_meetings seven nites a week 8 to 9:30,
Tues. Evening is our study nite, Sunday Eve. is
Spanish speaking meeting, Sunday afternoon 4 to 5
pm mccting. Our birthday nite is the fourth Friday
of each month. Our address is 1807 G. Street. Mod-
esto.

Peninsula All Groups - St. Matthews Church, Bdd-
win and El Camino, San Mateo
Dec..3 - Ch&k G. (Thurs. Beginners) - Dec. 10 -
Laverne G. (Thurs. Beginners), Dec. 17 - Bob B.
(San Carlos Wed.), Dec. 24 - Alkathon Machinist
Hall. Dec. 31 - Alkathon.

Thursday Beginners - St. Lukes Church, 1755 Clay
St., San Francisco -

Dec. 1 - Marian K. (Woodland), Dec.8 - George D.
(Tiburon), Dec. 15 - Robbie D. (San Francisco),
Dec. 22 - Gene D. (Calistoga), Dec. 29 - Silas P.
(San Francisco)

Marathons - El Cerrito Fellowship - 11231 San
Pablo Ave., El Cerrito

Starting Christmas Eve at 8:30 p.m., a Marathon,
round the clock until 10 p.m. Christmas Day. There
will be two speakers: Midnight and 2 p.m. Christmas
Day. The other hours will be Discussion Meetings.
Breakfast at 9 a.m. and Pot Luck Buffet at 3:30 p.m.
Please join us for a Sober and a Merry Christmas!
The Myrtledale Groups of A.A.

Dec. 4, 3:30 pm - Calistoga Fairgrounds (Calistoga)
Speaker, Ben W. (London, England)

Christmas and New Years Parties and Alkathons are
taking place all over Northern Cdifornia. If you
don't see one listed in GN for your area, check with
your group or Central Office for Sober Holiday Fes-
tivities nearest you.

Daly CiW Al-Anon
An Al-Anon Christmas Pot Luck Buffet will be held
on Dec. 10th, 6:30 p.m. A meeting at 8:00 will fea-
ture three speakers - AA - Al-Anon and Alateen. The
place is Hope Luthern Church, 55 San Fernando Way,
Daly City. Boutique and Raffles.

Alkathons - Peninsula All Groups
Christmas Eve, thru Christmas Day - 150 South St.,
San Mateo, The Machinists Hall - Kickoff speaker -
Paul G. (Mill Valley) -Dec.24th,8:30 p.m.
Dec. 31, Alkathon thru New Years Day - Same place
as above - kickoff speaker New Years Eve, 8:30 -

John F. (San Carlos).
New Fellowship

Union City, United Youth Center Building
33201 Railroad Ave., Union City, Monday and Wed.
nesday Open at 8:00 pm.

The Menlo Park Step Study Group - Tucsday's,
8:30 PM, 440 Ravenswood, Apt. 1, Mcnlo Park.
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NEWS FROM NEW YORK

When I first arrived, therc was a wonderful mes-
sagc from Paul G. describing G.S.O. as a "lawn in
thc crab grass of New York." I must admit that
thcre have been moments when it.has seemed that
way. However, as the song goes - it is indeed "a hell-
uva town" and except for some relatively minor an-
noyances, (which are a wonderful test of my tol-
crance and ability to "turn it over") I like it.

You're no doubt much more interested in hear-
ing about G.S.O. Approximately 1,300 visitors a
year come to G.S,O. and the Grapevine and the tour
usually starts in the Mail Room on the 14th floor -
after being greeted by a receptionist on the sixth
floor. A handful of non-alcoholic employees sort
and handle anywhere between 600 - 1,100 pieces of
mail which arrive daily. Almost the same amount
leaves on a daily basis, too, so as you might imagine -
it's a busy place. However, visitors are amazed that
in spite of all the activity, there is a genuine sense
of joy and calm. (That feeling exists throughout as
there seems to be a real sense of appreciation for A.A.
among all the employees.)

Then down to the 8th floor where the tour goes
to the ShippingDepartment. Again we find non-A.A
employees packing and handling a large room full of
literature representing 26 different languages.

Also on the 8th floor are the Archives - a major
highlight of the tour. Nell Wing, a vivacious non-
alcoholic who has worked at G.S.O. since 1948, has
the responsibility of sorting , cataloging and storing
the many treasures from A.A.'s eady days which
arrive daily. She served as Bill W.'s secretary the
last 20 years of his life, so she herself is a wonder-
ful resource. She is assisted by a lovely A.A. mem-
ber - Harriette.

We have a wonderful pool of non-A.A. steno-
graphers - several of whom are bi-lingual - and with-
out them it would be very difficult for us to do our
work. Ttre matter of record-keeping and accounting
for a Fellowship of over a million members boggles
my mind and I'm constantly amazed at how well
it's handled. We are still in the process of com-
puterizing records and accounting, This has been a
difficult transition but we will soon be able to offer
much faster service to A.A. goups and members.

The Grapevine staff is in the same building, but
on the 5th floor. We see one another at staff meer-
ings and at the weekly A.A. meering that is held here.

On the sixth 0oor (where I work) the visitor meets
the members of the staff.

In addition to two managers and an Administra-
tive Assistant, there are ten of us who serve on the
staff. We each have several assignments. My func-
tiond assignment is Assistant Group Services Coor-
dinator which means I have the responsibility for
production and distribudon of seven G.S.O. bulle-
tins, - Box 4-5-9, (English, French and Spanish),
PI/CPC, Loners/Internationalist-Meeting, euarterly
Re,ports, Institutions and About A.A. Up&ting of
old pamphlets, preparation of new pamphlets, prep-
aration of filmstrips and any other Audio/VisuJ
materials we might develop are also my responsibil-
ity. I serve as secretary for the Trustees' and Con-
ferenc e Literature Committees.

Each staff member also has a correspondence
assignment. My region is Northeastern U.S. which
means that I reply to any correspondence from that
section of the country. Replying to the letters if fre-
quently quite challenging. Many of the lerters are
asking for a "ruling" or decision about a group prob-
lem, and that simply can'r be done - nor sLould it be.
We can and do offer suggestions based on the tradi-
tions and concepts of a.A. and we can share the col-
lective experiences of many thousands ofA.A. groups
who have shared with G.S.O. over the years.

'fte staff assignments vary,butinmy opinion,
are all interesting - Public Information, Cooperation
with the Professional Community, Institutions, Cor-
rectional Facilities, Group Services, Conference,
Overseas, Spanish and Staff Coordinator. We prac-
tice the principle of rotation and change jobs and
offfces every two years.

Lois F.
General Service Staff
( Former Northern Coastal
Area Chairperson)

BLESSED IS HE WHO WILL WORK ENTHUSIAS.
TICALLY AS A MEMBER OF THE COMMITTEE
OF WHICH HE REALLY WANTED TO BE A
CHAIRMAN.
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WHAT'S HAPPENING?

Surf Group
Christmas Party on Dec. 6, 8:30 p.m. 'llhe Speaker
is Paula B. (Windsor Wed. Nite Group). After the
meeting there will be plenty of hot coffee and many
Christmas "Goodies". Join us at the Lutheran
Church, 20th Ave. and Quintara St., San Francisco!

Alano Club of Contra Costa - 84 Broadway,
Richmond

On the fust Sunday of each month, a poduck dinner
is held at the Alano Club. A warm invitation is ex-
tended to all. Next Potluck will be on Dec.4th from
4 to 6 p.m.
Ttre Alano Club is having a New Years Eve Party
beginning at 8 p.m. on Dec. 31st. The fun will in-
clude a dance with live music. The bar will be open
with food and drinks and other items for your plea-
sure. Make plans now to join us in seeing the Old
Year out and the New Year in. For more info call
232-9743. Hope to see you.

Hazel K.
Friday All Groups - Alano Glub,414 Grant Ave-
nue, San Francisco

Dec, 2 - Ray F., Dec. 9 - Rod H., Dec. 16 - Art C.,
Dec.23 - Claude K., Dec. 30 - Margaret J.

Bumper sticker seen at the last NCCAA Conference -
"The nut behind the whee! is Sober"

On Dec. 10, these films will be shown: Cuidelines
For Helphtg Alcoholics - Father Martin presents his
8 guidelines. A serious film presented in a humorous
fashion that dramatically points out rhe need for all
people to help in deding with alcoholism.
99 Bottles of Beer - Explores the feelings and atti-
tudes ofyoung alcoholics by relating the stories of
some young alcoholics.

Thursday Night Men's Group: Our group, one of the
oldest in Sacramento, is a step discussion group and
if you like this approach to the AA program you are
cordially invited to attend our meetings held every
Thursday evening beginning at 8:00 pm. Our add-
ress is 2620 Capitol Ave. in the meeting room of
Trinity Cathedral Church. We would like to see you
there to participate in good down to earth AA.

The Professionals Have Moved

This goup has moved from Oakland to Faith
Lutheran Church (rear) at 100 Hacienda, San Lor-
enzo. They now meet on the lst and 3rd Wednes-
days of the month at 8:00 pm. This is a closed
meeting for alcoholics who are working otr volun-
teering in the field of alcoholism. Come and share
your hopes, strengths and experience.

New Group:
Sunday Afternoon Group, will meet at 5809

Gibbons Drive at 2:30 pm. Burnie R. will be the
secretary. All are welcome, Carmichael, Calif.

Davis Group:

First Saturday of the Month Speaker Meeting
will be at St. Martins Episcopal Church, Sycamore
& Hawthorne in Davis at 8:00 pm.

Lathrop Group:

Potluck at 1:00 pm. and the speaker at 2:00
pm on the 4th Sunday of every month at the reg-
ular Sunday afternoon AA meeting at the 120
Alano Club, 1911E. Hwy l2O, Lathrop, CA.

A Gentury of Living Proof
December has_been proclaimed Real Winners Month
by the Wednesday Afternoon Matinee Group. Chair-
persons scheduled for these excellent open discussion
meetingp represent an accumulative total of something
like 100 years of sobriety and AA involvement!
Dec. 7 - "CremgSherry" Charlie R. {20 + years),
Dec. 14 - "Winette" Paula B. (24 + years).
Dec. 2l - "Big Book" Ted F. (Eons and Eons),
Dec. 28 - "Mostly" Jack H. (24 + years). 1:30 to
3 p.-. - Fireside Rm., Presbyterian Church, Pacific
and Spring Streets, Santa Rosa

,,AA AT A GLANCE"

A single-sheet flier called "AA At a Glance" has
now been published by AA World Services. This
piece of literature is particularly for the use of local
and Area Public 'Information Committees, ro be dis-
tributed at schools or other non-AA organizations
where AA members may be asked to speak. The cost
is a penny a piece. However, local and area PI Chair-
men will be furnished a supply of this single-sheet
flier free, upon request to Gcneral Service Office,
New York City.
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CNIA FALL ASSEMBLY

The General Service Fall Assembly was held on
November 19th at the Covell Hotel in Modesto. The
purpose was to elect new officers for the 1978-1979
term. Officers elected by the Third Legacy procedure
were: Trustee Nominee -Jack B. (Modesto), Delegate
- Annette F. (Fresno), Alternate Delegate - Joe. B.
(Marysville), Area Chairperson - Ed K. (Sacramento),
Area Secretary - Naydene B. (Modesto), Area Trea-
surer - Doc C. (Redding).

New officers will meet with out going officers on
December 4 at the East Yolo Fellowship, 824 Merkley
Avenue, West Sacramento.

At this assembly, the Northern Interior Area voted
unanimously to support the Pacific Regional Forum.
This forum will be attended by AA members from the
nine Western States including Alaska and Hawaii and
will be held at the Convention Center in Downtown
Sacramento, September 15, 16, 17, 1978, Partici-
pating will be selected staff members from the Gener-
al Service Office, members of the General Service
Board and various class A and class B Trustees. The
Forum will be unstructured and will consist primarily
of one to one sharing. Tfiis event is underwritten by
the Generd Service Board.

The speaker featured at the assembly was Hal C.
(Chula Vista).

TREE TRIMMING PARTY

On Friday, December 10, 10 p'm.' there will be a
tree trimming party at the Marin Alano Club, 1360
Lincoln Avenue, San Rafael. Bring goodies, chips,
dips, sandwiches, desserts, etc.' and your best Yule
Spirit and we'll have a festive occasion in preparation
for the arrival of the jocund fellow with the white
beard and funny red suit.

I
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TWELVE TIPS FOR CHRISTMAS

1. Line up extra A.A. activities for the holiday
season.

2. Be host to A.A. friends, especially newcomers.
3. Keep your A.A. telephone list handy.
4. Find out about special holiday parties.
5. Skip any drinking occasions you are neryous

about.
6. If you have to go to a drinking party, keep some

candy handy.
7. Don't think you have to stay late.
8. Go to church, any church.
9. Don't sit around brooding.

10. Don't start now, getting worked up over holi-
day temptations.

11. Enjoy' the true beauty of holiday love and
jov.

1 2 .  " H a v i n g h a d a . ,  . . . . , . "

(From "The Hummer")

"We stumble not on mountains tall,
But molehil ls cause us all to fall.

We miss the boulders md the rocks,
But grains of sand are stumbling blocks.

A ihoughtless word - a tiny thing
Can often cause a might sting.

A seed of kindness, if lovingly sown,
Though small, can be a stepping stone.

So here's the lesmn for us all.
On litt le things we rise or fall. The Co-Ordinator-San Diego
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From the Editor...

No doubt you are wondering what happened to
the November issue of Good News. To keep it simple
...not enough news on time and your editor ran out
of time to track down the news.

Please help us by sending your news in by the 15th
of each month (earlier if possible) for the following
month!

In the NCC Open Meeting at the conference in
Santa Rosa, I asked for help. The GN staff was over-
whelmed with your response of new subscriptions.
Thanks to all ofyou for your help, support, words of
encouragement and confidence. You are dl such
beautiful peoplel

Beginning next month, Jean S. (Modesto) will act
as co-editor of GN, coordinating news from the Calif-
ornia Northern Interior Area. Your help is greatly
needed and appreciated Jeanl We hope this will make
Good News an even greater and more effecdve means
of communication for the entire Northern Coastal
Area.

Hope dl of you had.a sober and beautiful Thanks-
giving. We alcoholics who have AA and God (as we
understand Him) truly have much.to be grateful fd!
The GN staff wishes you a very Sober Merry Christ-
mas and a very Sober H"ppy New Year!

In AA Love. Dorothv L.

IF  YOU WANT TO RUN SOMEONES LIFE,
BUY A GOLDFISH!

C N I A

The Northern Calif. Interior Area General Service
Committee held a committee meeting Oct. 1, t977 at
the Tracy Inn, Tracy, Calif. The attendance was
small, 6 Districts out of 19 answered roll call (DCM's
where are you?). We did have a good turn out of
G.S.R.'s and visi tor 's ( interested A.A. members). We
reviewed election procedures for election of Delegate,
Alternate Delegate, Chairman, Secretary and Treas-
urer. Note: Al l  G.S.R.'s read your pamphlet on Build-
ing A Service Structure, also your service manual.

John & Grady M. Santa Cruz, Calif. were the speakers
at Saturday nights meeting hosted by the Tracy
Fellowship. They gave a "gteat" one two pitch on
how the program of R.A. works.

- Bill s

H & I BROADSIDE

On occasion, some of us on thc Hospital and In-
stitution committee have wondered, if it is worth the
effort to keep going into the various facilities to
carry the message and whether or rrot we are doing
any good.

A few points come forth that scrve as reminders
to those of us that do institutional service work as to
why we carry the mesasge and how we do it.

As representatives of the H&I service committee,
we are privileged to do this work because it is good
for our sobriety.

As messengers of Alcoholics Anonymous, we share
our experience, strength, and hope with those con-
fined, that something we might say or do, by our
being there, may be instrumental in their seeking
sobriety through our way oflife once released.

As members of the fellowship, we present to the
world a living example that A.A. does work and is
reliable as a communitv resource,

Furthermore, we ought not fret or become dis-
couraged because we don't seem to be "Converting"
any new drunks to the AA program.

We are not in any position to judge the motives or
sincerity of those confined. Only a power much great-
er than ourselves can do this. The important thing
for us to remember is that we care enough to uphold
the commitment that has been made.

If we truly feel grateful for this gift of sobriery,
and are members of the H&I committee, we have a
spiritual obligation to share our recovery'with those
wlo have not yet found the way.

As messengers of the fellowship we can only plant
the seed. It is not for us to question when or where
it will bloom. It is God's responsibility to cultivate
and nurture this tiny object. With His love and care,
and in His time and place, it will blossom.

Sometimes though, we are privileged to be a wit-
ness to the power of God as he works his will in a
human being. We watch seemingly hopeless life move
from darkness into light; from fear and hate into
courage and compassion - and all the time - we can
only stand awe and feel utterly insignificant.

Yet when God touches our hearts in a wav that
only he can do, we begin to real ize that maybe - just
maybe - we might have played some small part in the
creation of a new l i fe.

- Jack W
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